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 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on the 

FIRST Tuesday in July (5th) at the TERMINUS HOTEL, 
492 Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. The meeting will commence at 
8:00pm,  

July Topic: AGM and a continuation on the June topic; 
All things rubber - Layout and carving of propellers – 
essential hardware, sourcing, handling, lubrication, storage 
and efficient winding of rubber motors together with (a) 
practical demonstration(s) of making up (a) motor(s) for varying 
situations! (I know we have been over this before but we only 
touched on it on previous occasions) 
 

Contacts: 
Secretary/Treasurer: 

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  
Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 
Editor: 
 Mike Glaister  0401 647 880 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE July 2022 
Hello Everyone, 
 We flew the State Champs for F1A, B &amp; C at West 
Wyalong in conjunction with NSW over June 11 to 13. You have 
probably seen from reports in FFDU that despite fairly dire 
weather predictions both events were completed in quite good 
flying conditions. A few Vics were there, Vin, Leigh, Geoff, and 
Harry. The unfortunate tale was of Ian Haigh who started out 
and was well on the way when he heard his daughter had had an 
accident at football. He went back home of course (she is OK). 
 On the building front (it’s winter after all) Gary Goodwin 
picked up a GTS E-20 kit at WW and in less than 2 weeks has 
just about completed the airframe and ordered, and 
received!!!!!! an E-20 timer set from BMK in UK. 

Gary Goodwin’s P20 wing under construction 
https://bmks.co.uk 
 More locally, Harry has done a small run of his E-20 timers 
so I should have one of these in my E-20 next week. There is an 

E-20 postal being run by the Peterborough Club that has a post by 
Chris Edge on Hip Pocket 
https://www.hippocketaeronautics.com/hpa_forum/index.php?topi
c=26673.0 
 It doesn’t seem to have raised any replies though and since it 
only runs for a month (July) it would be a bit of a rush for us. 
 Here are the rules: 
https://www.e20world.com/postal-competition 
It’s a bit complicated. There are two categories, E-20 and Open 
E-20. I think we would only be interested in E-20 

 

 
Gary Goodwin’s E20 – timer and motor 

 
EDITORIAL:  
 Hi guys, as you may be aware, another of our dwindling band has 
passed away. I refer to a real gentleman in the person of Jim 
Christie, who died on the 4th of June. His passing was occasioned 
by pneumonia following a bad fall. Jim was 93 and was getting 
progressively more fragile with the passing years. 
 I don’t want to write an obituary, I’ll leave that to others who 
knew him better than I, but I would like to share some personal 
reminiscences. 
 I first met Jim at the Victorian State Championships at 
Springhurst back in 2012. I was roped in as one of the timers for 
the Open Rubber event as I didn’t have an O/R with which to 
compete and was wandering aimlessly along the flight line (pays to 
look active – even though you are not!). I was thereby introduced 
to Jim by Roy Summersby and thereafter proceeded to time his 
three “qualifying” flights. The first two flights were clear maxes, 
Jim’s model D/T’ing from a considerable height, not so the third. 
After a less than inspiring launch, the model struggled to gain 
altitude, and Jim, in conversation with his timekeeper, uttered, 
“Well I have blown it”. With his timekeeper concentrating on 
keeping the model, now low to the ground, within view in the binos, 
I managed to say something banal in reply. To the amazement of 
us both, when I clocked off the stopwatch showed 3:00 exactly. 
Jim was in the flyoff! 
 The flyoff was no less dramatic – For the flyoff Jim had 
decided to go with the extended fuselage version of his O/R – 
problem: the long fuselage utilised the same wing and tailplane as 
the “short” version. Winding early in the flyoff “window” Jim 
launched, only for the model to stall and crash on the other side 
of the northern boundary fence, about 10 metres away from the 
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flight line. Roy jumped into action and with commendable agility 
seemingly flew up and over the “stile” to retrieve the wings and 
tailplane of the pranged model. Meanwhile, Jim proceeded to 
wind the motor in the other fuselage. Shortly thereafter, Roy 
returned with the necessary other bits and after quickly (re) 
attaching them, Jim launched with only seconds to spare for 
the winning flight. (See photo) 
 

 
The winning flight – Mal Campbell photo 

 The second, and very brief interaction I had with Jim was at 
the Nationals, again held at Springhurst. I had just returned 
from retrieving my P30 from the other (southern) end of the 
home paddock and noticed a newcomer, it was of course Jim, 
who was just setting up for the P30 comp. I wandered over and 
after a brief reacquaintance, was asked where I had appeared 
from. I said that two-minute max flights were terminating just 
short of the deer farm on Mac road, from whence I had 
returned. Without saying another word, Jim packed up and 
departed! Good (inadvertent) gamesmanship on my part! 
Just a reminder, Election of office bearers will take place at 
the July AGM/GM. The current incumbents would welcome some 
new (less elderly) faces on the committee. 
 

NSW-Vic State Championships 
  West Wyalong June 11-13, 2022 
 In the preceding week the weather forecast for the 
Saturday and Sunday was grim, promising strong wind and rain. 
Saturday: wind at 08:00 3.5m/s, at 09:00 4.6, and at 10:00 5.2. 
40% chance of rain 
Sunday: 08:00 4.4m/s, 09:00 5.5, 10:00 6.1, 55% chance of rain. 
 Although the FAI limit is still an unrealistic 9m/s, the West 
Wyalong limit is between 4 and 5m/s (depending on direction) to 
keep models out of the trees and the solar farm. 
 Monday however looked positively balmy: 1.9m/s at 08:00 and 
the maximum for the day around noon of only 3.2m/s. Before 
the weekend I had sent a message to the flyers suggesting we 
might do both the competitions by having 10 flights on Monday. 
If it was as calm as predicted this would be very possible (and 
on the day it would have been easy). A part of the reason for 
the mail was to emphasise that the competitions would actually 
go ahead. 
 We had a meeting at the farmhouse on Friday afternoon. It 
was pretty windy then. We resolved that we would assemble on 
Saturday morning with the hope that we could get one or 
possibly two flights before the wind came up to make things 
easier on Monday. 
 Saturday morning at 07:30 was rain-free and the wind was as 
predicted ~ 3.5m/s. The Westerly direction was favourable 
giving some 1500m clear downwind. As per the program the 
flights on Saturday would be for the NSW State 
Championships. 
 In the early morning, no-lift (or sink) conditions, there were 
11 maxes in the 12 flights of round 1. The wind was only a little 
stronger at 09:00 so we continued with round 2. The wind 
stayed low so we continued on through rounds three and four. 
It had been decided at the Friday meeting that the 4-minute 

flight (desirable from a Team Trials scores) would be taken on 
Monday morning. It was a good day’s flying. Of the 48 flights 
there were 33 maxes. The F1C guys did best with an 81% max 
rate, F1B were second with 65% and F1A achieved 58%. It was a 
very flyable day. In the first-round models were travelling about 
800-1200m and even in round 4 around noon they were only going 
1000 – 1500m. 
 Sunday, predicted to be the worst weather day of the weekend 
turned out almost the same as Saturday. Four rounds were flown. 
The glider flyers seemed to have lost the plot a bit and only had a 
43% max rate. F1B and F1C improved to 80% and 85% 
respectively. 
 Monday was, as predicted just about perfect flying conditions. 
Weather forecasting for the relatively flat country near the 
centre of NSW are generally pretty good. It had been decided 
that the final 4- minute rounds would be required to be made 
between 08:00 and 10:00 but could be flown at any time in that 
period. Naturally it was tempting to try and get both in early. 
Since the models will do 4 minutes pretty easily in still air there 
was good reason to avoid having to pick lift later. 
 The NSW flight was to be taken first. There were just three 
drops. For Vic there were five drops. The F1B flyers starred with 
all maxes. I think I’m supposed to be writing an F1B report for 
Malcolm but I was flying F1B so naturally I haven’t too much of an 
idea of what anyone else was doing. I did notice Bruce doing a lot 
of loops at one stage, which probably accounts for the 10-second 
flight. Gary Goodwin had his wind and temperature-measuring gear 
out which certainly seemed to help. Gary was flying with Terry 
Bond and it was good to see Terry who has missed a few 
competitions recently on the field. Terry only dropped two rounds 
but by relatively large amounts which moved him down to third 
place in both events. Craig and Vin have warm lift thermal picking 
systems but for some reason didn’t set them up. I know Vin used 
to think he could pick lift in a breeze but apparently this skill has 
left him. It is also interesting how certain rounds collected all the 
drops. Round 4 for the NSW comp and round 2 for Vic. I’m not 
sure if this was the sheep effect – someone launches and 
everyone follows. As you can see from the results Craig 
Hemsworth and Gary traded first and second places. All in all, it 
was fine competition although only Gary collected the coveted 960 
Team Trials points. In F1C there was a flyoff. There should have 
been two but NSW management apparently succumbed to 
pressure from the flyers to call it a draw. In the event the flyoff 
between Shannon Tolmie and Roy Summersby turned to be good to 
watch and a very fair way to decide the winner. A DT flyoff after 
a flight of 2-minutes was used. Both models appeared to get about 
the same height but Roy’s got a bit of help in the glide to record 
2:23 while Shannon got 2:16. Roy’s sink rate on DT was 3.8m/s so 
he would have been 26m higher than Shannon at DT. This is more 
than the bit of help he got between 40 and 60 seconds into the 
flight so the lift was probably not the decider. 
 DT flyoffs were rejected by a poll of AFFS members some time 
ago. They wanted to have “proper” flyoffs where the models 
disappear behind or into trees or just fade out of sight of the 
timekeepers. DT flyoffs on the other hand, test all the 
requirements of making a good flyoff flight; you have to be ready 
at the appointed time, you have to get the motor started etc 
within the 7 minutes and you have to make a good launch that 
results in a good transition. And you can have them on most fields 
in a reasonable amount of time. The only thing missing is the fluky 
nature of the air in the glide and of avoiding obstacles low down. 
Altimeter measurement is now CIAM approved for deciding 
competitions but for F1B and F1C DT is not a bad way of 
measuring altitude. For both F1B and F1C the models have the 
same wing area and the same weight and DT flat at close to the 
same speed. Only for F1A is DT an unsatisfactory way of 
measuring altitude because of the necessity of a semi-spiral 
descent.(See results below) 

Vin 
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PLANS of the MONTH:  
 Of recent times I have been trying to gather information on 
the origins of the fibreglass boom-ed? French F1Gs covering 
the period mid-60’s to mid-70’s. Sean was most helpful in this 
endeavour; unearthing two designs by Jean Wantzenriether, 
which I have subsequently redrafted and are the subjects of 
this month’s plan presentation. 
The two models were the basis of an experiment conducted by 
Wantz to evaluate the relative sinking speeds of two aerofoils 
of radically opposed conception. “trumest 01” was a very new 
model (in 1979) and had a Matherat aerofoil taken from the 
dominant Coupe of the day (in France) Matherat’s “Les 
Trumeaux” (hence the name “trumest 01”), and was really built 
to serve as a test-bed to compare the performance of the two 
aerofoils (why he simply didn’t build another wing with the 
other section is a bit baffling). Anyway, the result of these 
experiments showed that the sink rate of both models was 
identical at 0.325m/s but the glide speed of “toutes aures 06” 
was significantly higher at 3.88m/s compared to 3.51m/s for 
“trumest 01”, the latter design was not up to regulation weight 
(100gm.at that time) and was still being trimmed at the time of 
the tests!!  
 I fail to see how you can compare two markedly different 
designs, one off trim, and extract any useful data when several 
other variables are in play. Maybe the secret lies in an article 
published in the July 1979 edition of Modele Reduit d’Avion. I 
await enlightenment. 
 Notwithstanding the above gripe, Jean Wantzenriether was a 
driving force in the French free flight scene during the ‘60s 
and ‘70’s and continuing up to the time of his death. He 
contributed many designs and thoughtful articles to the 
advancement of free flight in general and F1G in particular. 
 A late addition: I managed to find the lost? Drawing of Jim 
Christie’s Open Rubber model, circa 2010. No frurther comment 
necessary. 

VFFS General Meeting 07/06/2022 

Location: Terminus Hotel 

Meeting opened: 20:10 

Present: Sean O’Connor, David Sutherland, Tim Denyer,  
 Don Boughton, Mike Glaister, Leigh Morgan, 
 Vin Morgan, Darien Cassidy, Peter Greenhill. 

 

Apologies: Ron Neve, Arjuna Koralagama 

 

Visitors: Nil 

 

Minutes of last meeting.  
Given the situation over the last two years. No 

minutes were taken of the previous meeting  

 
Matters arising: Nil 
 

Correspondence In: Control Line News 

 

Secretary/Treasurer: Please note that the 2022/23 fees 
are due and payable as of the 1st of June.  

$154 for full member.(same as 2021/2022) 
Bank    3624.10, 

 Cash 95.40 
Total   3319.50 
Stock     101.80 

Members: 
Full    20 
Part      2 

F/P Subscribers     2 
 

Other Reports: 

Field 

Competition 

Indoor – Sandringham is now operational. We had the Covid-
delayed VFFS end of year lunch there on 17/5/2022. As in 
previous years this was catered by Joy and Bridget Cassidy  

Many, many thanks to the Cassidy Family for their efforts in 
putting it on, and for their persistence and endurance during 
these pestilential times. 

 
Motions on notice: none 

General Business: 

1. The “inverted aircraft carrier” light fittings at Waverly 
have been changed. A big, big improvement. 

2. There is and E-20 postal in existence, two classes 
apparently so some confusion. (more info to come) 

3. Do we want a drone for finding models in the long grass 
at Eynesbury. The general consensus, after some input 
as to their efficacy by Peter Greenhill, was No.  

For a drone to be useful, it needs to be a good one and 
the question then arose as to who would fly it, store it 
and maintain it 

Topics for meetings – suggestions please 

Competitions: 

Shaw Cup 

Garnham 

‘60’s Coupe Postal 

The three competitions listed above are the only ones that 
are likely to attract enough entries to make it worthwhile. E36 
and E20 are also possibilities, but the take-up of both classes 
have been met with an underwhelming response by the flying 
members of the club. At the time of writing, Vin has a few E20 
kits available for purchase. Perhaps that now we are allowed out to 
play, a little more enthusiasm may be stirred? 

Formal meeting closed: 

GENERAL DISCUSSION: 

Rubber stuff: Vin came prepared for the topic to be discussed, 
others didn’t. Vin passed around for inspection a new F1B front 
end together with sundry other items of advanced technology, but 
the discussion never really got down to the intended aim of the 
more mundane, how to carve a propeller, necessary hardware, etc 

Other stuff: Vin also had on hand a new winder (also high tech) 
and a selection of stooges (not high tech). In this endeavour YE 
also contributed with an example of a stooge, manufactured 
shortly after the demise of his more stable but spindly earlier 
effort. 

Indoor flying (no report) 
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NSW State Championships 2022        

F1A Name      Total  

1 Matt Hannaford 180 180 125 180 240 905  

2 Malcolm Campbell 109 180 180 102 88 659  

3 Albert Fathers 180 95 35 180 154 644  

         

F1B Name      Total  

1 Craig Hemsworth 180 180 180 150 240 930  

2 Gary Goodwin 180 171 180 140 240 911  

3 Terry Bond 180 180 180 129 240 909  

4 Vin Morgan 180 180 135 138 240 873  

5 Bruce Hao 180 180 84 180 240 864  

         

F1C Name      Total  

1 Shannon Tolmie 180 180 180 180 240 960  

1 Shayne McDonald 180 180 180 180 240 960  

3 Roy Summersby 180 180 180 178 240 958  

4 Warren Leadbeater 180 180 144 92 187 783  

5 Gary Pope   119   119  

         

         

Victorian State Championships 2022       

F1A Name      Total  

1 Albert Fathers 153 155 180 180 240 908  

2 Matthew Hannaford 165 180 180 132 136 793  

3 Malcolm Campbell 180 98 129 180 141 728  

44 Geoff Higgins 26 71 61 180 117 455  

         

F1B Name      Total  

1 Gary Goodwin 180 180 180 180 240 960  

2 Craig Hemsworth 180 171 180 180 240 951  

3 Terry Bond 180 130 180 180 240 910  

4 Vin Morgan 180 128 180 180 240 908  

5 Bruce Hao 180 10 180 180 240 790  

         

F1C Name      Total Flyoff 

1 Roy Summersby 180 180 180 180 240 960 143 

2 Shannon Tolmie 180 180 180 180 240 960 136 

3 Andrew Linwood 180 180 180 167 240 947  

4 Warren Leadbeater 180 180 161 173 166 860  

5 Shayne McDonald 180 180 180 180 23 743  
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