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President’s Prattle June 2022
Hi Gang,

I’m sorry not to have seen you on the field in the last 
couple of weeks of May in the beautiful Melbourne Autumn 
weather. I had a bit of communication with Sean about going 
out but we both seemed to have things on (no, it wasn’t the 
election bothering us). And now the weather god is offended 
and has given us the weather we deserve. I understand it was 
even a bit breezy for lightweight models in indoor sites.

It's June already. Which means the Southern Hemisphere 
Window for the 60’s Coupe postal is open. We can fly in June, 
July, August and September so you have almost four months, 
which is probably even enough time to build one and get it 
trimmed. There are lots of designs and a good selection of plans
re-drafted by Mike Glaister may be found at:

http://members.iinet.net.au/~oconnor@netspace.net.au/Gl
aister-60s-CdH.html  together with a link to the postal rules.

 Which brings us to equipment. You need a certain amount 
of equipment to fly almost any FF model but rubber is rather 
more demanding than glider or power. You can get someone to 
hold the model when you wind – think of all those pictures from 
the 1950’s- but now we almost exclusively use a stooge. We 
should talk about stooge design.

 There are a number of good (expensive) and not so good 
winders on the market and of course the traditional hand drill 
can be used for models of Wakefield or Open size but you get a
much better wind and it’s a lot safer if you have a proper 
winder, so we should talk about winders and methodology.

Now that we have worked out that you get more 
performance by winding the rubber hard it’s a bit suicidal 
winding in the model without a “blast tube”. Aluminium tube 
works best but PVC electrical conduit is also good, light and 
comes in convenient diameters.

 Torque meters. For a whole variety of reasons – safety, 
getting maximum safe turns, knowing if a motor is any good, it is
important to know the torque as you wind. Fancy torque meters 
with helical springs and ball bearings are indispensable at the 
“Elite” levels, but the traditional long tube with a torsion spring 

is effective and can also serve as an extension for removing the 
blast tube, so another topic of discussion, we should also talk 
about torque meters.
 Yet another thought, blast tubes and winders (fancy or a 
little more primitive) really won’t work without the hardware 
necessary to efficiently attach the rubber motor to the winding 
gear and then to transfer the wound motor to the prop shaft 
prior to flight. (There is nothing more intransigent than a fully-
wound F1B or Open Rubber motor). So, a discussion on bobbins and
hooks and holders etc. is another topic. 

I’ll bring some pieces along and we can rummage and discuss. 
Vin

EDITORIAL: 
REMINDER: Annual Fees are due and payable as of this month, 
same as last year – see Sean at the June General Meeting

Just to emphasise the point brought up by Vin in his PP 
above; it is now June and the Southern Hemisphere window for 
the  ‘60’s Coupe International is now open. Thanks to Covid 19 
lockdowns, curfews and restricted travel radii,, most(some) of the
regular participants have been unable to participate for a few 
years (me for example), so a strong showing this year will 
demonstrate to the other (Northern Hemisphere) flyers that 
we’re back and intend to resume our dominance of the event!

In a phone conversation with Vin, several of the points made 
with regard to rubber and rubber handling were discussed and it 
was decided that together we will make up a few stooges for 
distribution to Eynesbury regulars who are at present struggling 
with some Heath-Robinsonish crap. The conversation drifted 
toward winders, specifically those for P30s. Currently what is in 
use are inadequate, not strong enough, too bulky, awkward to use 
and with low gear ratios. (To wind a 4 strand, 10 gm. P30 motor 
takes an age with a 4:1 winder). Vin has sourced some bevel gears 
from RS Components and with a few other spur gears and a little 
bit of design effort, a small, light and easy to use (yet to be 
prover) 10:1 winder design has emerged. The final design will be 
published once a prototype has been made and tested.

A further point of discussion was the seeming reticence of 
members to “get into” OR and Coupe and it was felt that the 
major stumbling block was, as always, carving a propeller. It was 
therefore decided to discuss this matter at General Meetings, 
the techniques involved, accurately hinging the propeller blades, 
(SO’C’s method – the best) wire bending etc. So, prepare to be 
enlightened (or bored) in the coming months.

Indoor flying has resumed at Sandy! While the Waverley 
venue (Men’s Shed) has been available for some time, the 
Sandringham site is more draught proof and with less “hang-ups” 
such as lighting arrays etc. - real curse at Waverley. The inaugural
“Return to Sandy” day was highlighted by Darien’s long-delayed 
End of Year lunch, ably catered by Darien’s wife Joy and daughter
Brigid, our collective thanks to both ladies and of course to 
Darien

 Unfortunately the attendance was down, especially when 
compared to previous years. The years are taking their toll. 
Perhaps (and I never thought I would be capable of saying this), 
we should invite the indoor r/c guys back just to boost numbers 
although that would raise problems with regard to insurance and 
I’m sure we don’t want to go through that saga again.
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Drawings for this month are two rubber models, the first 
another OR from the ‘70’s and a reprise of Phil Ball’s “Waif” 
two successful British designs separated by some 30 years.

For those interested, I have 95 days to go on my driving 
suspension! See you at Eynesbury sometime after midnight on 
the 10th of September.

PLANS of the MONTH: 
Delving through my copies of Free Flight News Annuals, I 

found another rather simplistic Open Rubber design and it 
eventually dawned on me that, with no light and reliable timers 
and no tracking devices (‘70’s remember) an Open Rubber model
was essentially a throw away, more often than not, a good 
flyoff flight resulted in a lost model. With that in mind, I 
began to look at models of that era in a different light and I 
thought that they could be adapted and flown at Eynesbury 
where a three-minute flight, other than in the most benign 
conditions, will result in several fence-crossings and a trek 
through the rock-strewn landscape. What is presented this 
month is an OR model by Gerry Ferer, winner of the ’77 OR 
event at the British Netionals and which in essence, is very 
similar to Chris Chapman’s ’75 and ’76 winner presented last 
month.

To provide some perspective, I have also included Phil Ball’s 
“Waif” OR design, moderately more complex and certainly 
heavier and robust, a design 30 years on.

In comparing the two designs one must remember that the 
Waif was designed to meet the 50gm. rule while Ferer’s design 
was truly unrestricted (Open). Even so, with only half the 
rubber, the Waif would still be competitive against the ‘70’s 
designs (better rubber and winding techniques perhaps? – I 
really should make a new propeller for my Waif, part of the 
proposed prop making demo?)

VFFS General Meeting 02/05/2022

Location: Terminus Hotel 

Meeting opened: 8:02
Present:, Sean O’Connor,, Ron Neve,, David Sutherland,

  Don Boughton, Tim Denyer, Mike Glaister
  Vin Morgan

Apologies: Darien Cassidy, Leigh Morgan

Visitors: Nil

Minutes of last General Meeting:

Given the situation over the last two years. No minutes were 
taken of the previous meeting (whenever that was)

Correspondence In: Control Line News

Reports: Nil

Secretary/Treasurer:

Bank    3624.10,
Cash 95.40
Total   3319.50
Stock     101.80

Members:
Full   20
Part     2

F/P Subscribers     2

Motions on notice: None

General Business:
Nil

Close 8:45

Considerable interest was shown in David Sutherland’s new 
rubber stripper. At $55 US it’s not cheap, especially when you 
have to pay almost as much again in postage, but from David’s 
trials it does the job and is considerably cheaper than the now 
unobtainable Eastern European strippers. The stripper is 3D 
printed, very clean and much easier to use than the eastern 
European product. YE expressed doubts as to whether it could 
handle lubricated rubber, but on test it handled some lubricated 
test rubber easily.

For those interested, the stripper is available at: -
http://jhaerospace.com/product/ezestrip-rubber-stripper/

(More products of interest to indoor flyers are also 
available)

.

Next meeting: 
Tuesday the 7th of June, same time, same place.

Bob Allison and ’49 Lim Joon Wake

Dave Lacey’s 50gm. Wakefield
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