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 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on the 

FIRST Tuesday in March (1st) at the TERMINUS HOTEL, 
492 Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. The meeting will commence at 
8:00pm, NOTE: Entrance to the hotel is still through the front 
(Queen’s Parade) door whereupon you will be required to show 
your (double) vaccination certificate – QR code on entry no 
longer required. 
 

March Topic: Questions and Answers regarding the 
sourcing, handling, lubrication, storage and winding of rubber 
motors together with (a) practical demonstration(s) of making 
up (a) motor(s) for varying situations – Third time lucky! 
 

Contacts: 
Secretary/Treasurer: 

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.  
Clifton Hill 3058 
(03) 9481 6607 

    sean-oc@netspace.net.au 
Editor: 
 Mike Glaister  0401 647 880 

 michael.glaister@gmail.com 
 

 
 

President’s Prattle March 2022 
Hello Everyone, 

At the last Committee Meeting and at the last General 

Meeting we discussed meetings and what, if anything we would 
like to change. We circled round a bit and then we thought of – 

flying models. Two things prompted this; the reasonably large 

and calm (air-wise) room at the Terminus Hotel and the recent 

indoor flying activity resulting from the covid-19 lockdowns. 

One of these was the “Scraps” postal that was held in 2020. It 

attracted a dozen or two entries and used an interesting 

method of rule-keeping; you had to post a video of the flight on 

their Facebook page. Not a bad system actually but probably 

not practical for outdoor unless there was very little drift. 

So, we thought it could be amusing to fly small models 
after the talking part of meetings as an alternative (or perhaps 

as well as) having discussion topics. There might even be some 

model flying on Tuesday – some members already have suitable 

models, e.g. Living-Room-Sticks. There is a plan of “Scraps” in 

this Flypaper and you can find information at: 

https://www.indoorfreeflight.com/scraps.html 

See you on Tuesday. 

Vin 

EDITORIAL:  
 Six outdoor flyers made it out to Eynesbury on the 9th for a 
morning of flying. Most notably, both Vin and Sean were having 
some success, Vin with his E36, attaining considerable altitude 
and good transition, but all the flights were terminated by the 
R/C –D/T system fitted (just as well as we weren’t that far 
from Myer’s Bush and what drift there was was in that 
direction) 
 . Sean was putting in flights for Jim Moseley’s P30 Postal 
competition, and while I was timing, he didn’t miss a max. (It’s a 
bit off-putting watching guys that don’t make mistakes!). 

 Of the rest, Tim was playing around with his burgeoning 
collection of P30s with little effect while Don Boughton was also 
indulging in P30 flying. I arrived earlier than the rest but to little 
profit as I had wasted the early morning by spending an inordinate 
amount of time sorting out the manky D/T system on the ex-Colin 
Parker version of Jim Fullarton’s ’49 Wake, only to have the 
bloody motor break on only a modicum of hand-turns! (The rubber 
was only thirty years old!). I then switched to one of my Deuzios 
(‘60’s Coupes) and promptly broke a prop blade! – I was really 
having “fun” and far worse was to follow! 
 I had brought other toys to play with, but decided to make up 
another 80-odd gram motor for the Fullarton Wake using old, but 
good, 3mm rubber. Assisting (or impeding – take your pick) in this 
endeavour was Tim Denyer. With an 80-90 gram loop of rubber we 
were positioned about 14 – 16 metres apart and communication 
went from the laughable to the absurd. We were rescued from 
this tangle by Sean who quickly solved the problem, and in short 
order I had the ’49 Wake in the air. More problems! The arcane, 
mis-aligned and far-from-positive hinged rear fuselage form of 
D/T had the model crash shortly after launch, but with only hand 
turns on, fortunately no damage resulted. More mods, more care in 
assembly (and more time wasted) had the model climbing nicely; 
there’s something about these old Wakes, - ungainly on the ground 
but quite graceful in the air. I didn’t have time to pursue the 
matter as by now,, everyone was packing up and a very frustrated 
Editor also decided to call it quits. 
 I elected not to go to the golf club with the others for a beer, 
(a decision I was soon to regret), and, licking my wounded pride, 
headed for home – that’s when a shitty day got even shittier!  
 At the bottom of the Werribee gorge I encountered a cowboy 
truckie who, failing to give way, pushed out from the Melton 
intersection (on my left) and proceeded to crawl at five km/hr up 
to the top of the ravine, whereupon, taking my first opportunity 
to overtake the creep, I flew past at nearing Mach 1, - straight 
towards an oncoming Highway Patrol vehicle! The ensuing and 
unedifying conversation resulting in a hefty fine and a six-month 
licence cancellation! To paraphrase the Soup Nazi (Seinfeld) “No 
driving for you until August the 8th“! 
 I was not alone and somewhat comforted in my misfortunes as 
our president, Vin, also managed to attract the ire of the same 
mobile constabulary and received another cautionary “Billet 
d’Ammendment” although not accompanied with a period in the sin 
bin. Be careful when driving on Greig’s Rd.! 
 On another matter and getting off my troubles, a healthy 
number of the VFFS old timers drove up to Ballarat for the 
funeral of Col Parker. Present were Vin and Leigh Morgan, Darien 
and Joy Cassidy, Mike and Barbara Hardy, Don Boughton and Tim 
Denyer, and my wife Laura and myself. It was a sad and cathartic 
occasion to witness another of the Old Brigade being sent to his 
rest. All who knew Colin would have fond memories of him, mine in 
particular as a very friendly and competent indoor flyer (and 
pretty good outdoors as well). We will all miss you Col. 
 Speaking of indoor flying, after an eternity of waiting, we have 
finally secured the permission of Bayside Council and can resume 
indoor flying at the Sandy venue. Dates and times to be 
announced. 
 To conclude the monthly editorial rant, Col Collyer came over 
and relieved me of the necessity of burning a 60” span Bucker 
Jungmeister, a similarly sized Gloster Gamecock and the partially-
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built and larger Spitfire Mk.IX. The resulting exchange left 
me with a healthy wad of cash fattening my wallet and a lot 
less s-- t to move to the new place of residence. Thanks Col, 
only another six to dispose of!
PLAN of the MONTH:
Plan of the month is a rarity for me, a scale model; a Fokker 
E III Eindekker. A rarity because I seldom can be bothered
with drawing plans of models requiring a lot of extraneous 
detail, don’t fly well and crash a lot! There’s only a few 
people I can think of who have/had this scale game under 
control, and now, with Col Parker’s passing, the sum total of 
them live north of the border. That said, the Eindekker 
might be an exception: Large and light enough (at least at 
the larger size shown, in other words NOT Peanut scale size
– I have sadistically included scales for both sizes on the 
plan).
A bit of history: The Fokker E III came to dominate the 
skies over the Western Front during the early part of WW1
mainly due to a slightly earlier incident. A French pilot by 
the name of Rolland Garros, an exuberant and patriotic nut-
case filled with the French offensive spirit, decided to 
attack inquisitive German aircraft with something decidedly 
more effective than a hand-held rifle and to this end, had 
fitted “deflector plates” to the back of the propeller 
blades, mounted a Hotchkiss machine gun on his Morane 
Saulnier and then proceeded to shoot down German 
reconnaissance aircraft. This semi-successful situation did 
not last long, as the constant asymmetric impact of the 
bullets on the deflector plates eventually became too much 
for the rather fragile rotary engine and it failed over the 
German lines, resulting in Rolland became a prisoner of war 
and the German Imperial Air Service the possessors of his 
“secret”. The mess was passed on to Anthony Fokker, who 
immediately rejected such a crude method and in short 
order invented a mechanical interrupter mechanism which 
was then quickly fitted to a hitherto unarmed single seater 
aircraft (naturally one of Fokker’s) transforming a 
previously inoffensive and not particularly good flying 
machine into a deadly and effective weapon. Said aircraft 
giving rise to the first German Ace, Max Immelmann, the 
“Eagle of Lille”.

VFFS General Meetings 1/2/22 & 1/3/22
Location: Terminus Hotel
The Feb. meeting opened at 8:00pm
Present: M. Glaister, A. Koralgama, V. Morgan, T Denyer, D 
Boughton. S. O’Connor, R Neve.
Apologies: P. Butler, D cassidy, D. Sutherland, I. Haigh, M 
Williams.
Minutes of last General Meeting: Published in Dec Flypaper
Secretary:
Correspondence In:
Control Line News.
Emails reporting the deaths of Fred Roberts and Colin 
Parker.
Treasurer:
Cash 85.40,
Bank 3624.10,
Total 3709.50
Stock 82.80
Members:

Full 20, Part 2, Non-Flying 2
General Business: Various topics were discussed.
In particular Ian Haigh's competition successes at West 
Wyalong in the National Champs.
There was also some discussion about possible indoor flying 
venues.
Some nice days at Eynesbury were noted.
The meeting closed about 8:30pm

The March meeting opened at 8:07pm
Present:  V. Morgan, L Morgan, T Denyer, D Boughton. S. 
O’Connor, D. Sutherland.
Apologies: P. Butler, D Cassidy, I. Haigh, M Williams, M. 
Glaister, A. Koralgama, R Neve.
Visitors: Nil
Minutes of last General Meeting were not available, but 
see above.
Secretary/Treasurer:
Cash 85.40,
Bank 3624.10,
Total 3709.50
Stock 82.80
Members:
Full 20, Part 2, Non-Flying 2
General Business: Various topics were discussed, 
particularly indoor flying venues.
Bayside City Council is now prepared to rent the 
Sandringham Athletics Centre at a very reasonable rate 
($50 per session) between 10am and 4pm on Tuesdays 
and/or Thursdays for use under MAAA insurance cover.
We need to decide how to take advantage of this option.
The pros and cons of various site were outlined.
A number of our regular indoor participants have been flying
at venues managed by a Men's Shed. This is financially, an 
attractive option, however most Men's Shed sites are 'all 
in' with lots of radio controlled traffic.
Waverly MS has a free flight only area with reasonable 
space and good ceiling height, but is subject to drafts and 
has many hang up hazards.
Sandringham is fairly free of drafts and hang up hazards, 
also free flight only, but is a bit cramped for larger or 
heavier models.
The secretary will try to determine the preferences of 
likely participants regarding Sandringham.  
The meeting closed about 8:30pm.
The horrendous situation in Ukraine was noted. This invasion
has particular relevance to Free Flight in that much of the 
development of modern F1A, B & C models has been in 
Ukraine. At the present time we believe that all the flyers 
we know including those who have visited Australia are 
alright but we do know that at least one of their workshops 
(Vivchar’s) no longer exists. 

A modest amount of indoor aviation took place after the 
meeting. Tim Denyer had a small H Rat like model which 
found persistent flight difficult in the confined space. Sean 
O'C had a venerable LRS which after repairs and the 
addition of quite a lot of tail ballast managed some table 
hopping flights. 
It might reach the lights next time with the CG even 
further back.





Peter Smart's Gossamer Albatross seen at Berinsfield in the UK

You can find lots of photos and a youtube movie of the many models present here

https://www.hippocketaeronautics.com/hpa_forum/index.php?topic=26538.0


