
 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on the 
FIRST Tuesday in May (3rd) at the TERMINUS HOTEL, 
492 Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. The meeting will commence at
8:00pm, 
May Topic: Questions and Answers regarding the sourcing, 
handling, lubrication, storage and winding of rubber motors 
together with (a) practical demonstration(s) of making up (a) 
motor(s) for varying situations – Third time lucky!
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Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St. 
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:
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President’s Prattle May 2022
Hello Everyone,

The main activity this month has been the Australian Free 
Flight Society events at Narrandera and West Wyalong. Ian 
Haigh, Harry Sokol, Geoff Higgins, Vin Morgan and Leigh 
Morgan were there.

By a miracle, the weather for the actual competition days 
was exceedingly good. When we arrived the track into the field 
was partly underwater and slippery. Passable for four-wheel 
drive, but not for ordinary cars. Two days later when I followed
Roy in there was dust.

Wayne hasn’t many cattle on the field and the growth from
the recent rains has resulted in waist-high grass. Flying was 
hard work. I wouldn’t have lasted without the electric bike and 
I’m full of admiration for those who retrieved all their flights 
on foot. 

In contrast, West Wyalong was a pleasant change with 
short grass and cleared launching areas. All that nagging about 
the state of the field has done some good. Even the terrible 
area near the NW corner has been largely cleared of rocks. 
Thanks NSWFFS.

Adrian Bryant’s ashes were duly scattered on the field 
from a specially equipped model (radio controlled), prizes were 
distributed and there was an outdoor dinner which was very 
enjoyable because the food (roast lamb etc provided by Chris) 
was good and the weather was still warm and calm.

A full report will appear in Free Flight Down Under but we 
should mention that Ian Haigh collected seven medallions!
Eynesbury is still there. Several of us went out on Anzac Day 
(the traffic was light!) and enjoyed a full morning of light wind 
and sunshine. Don B’s Open Rubber model flew but seemed a bit 
scared of heights. More power? Tim D improved his P-30 and 
Vin made some progress with a newish Wakefield, which has 
acquired a black tail and fin. Ian H threw an HLG – he also 
opened the box with the new Gorsky gliders. You should have 
been there.

The State Championships for F1A, F1B and F1C together with
the NSW St Champioinships for the same classes will be held on 
the AB (Adrian Bryant) field on June 11 to 13. We are hopeful of 
good conditions. On average, at West Wyalong, June is the least 
windy month of the yearbut the days are short and the chance of 
rain is higher than earlier in the year. The program has been 
tweaked so NSW F1A, B & C will be on Saturday, Vic F1A, B & C on
Sunday and Monday will have Open Rubber and Open Power and an 
all-in combined 2-minute, 3 flight contest (fly anything that has a 
2-minute max, E-36, P-30, F1G, H, J). Monday is also a reserve day
for flyoffs and continuation of A, B & C in case of bad weather on 
Saturday and Sunday. At West Wyalong a day of rain is not such a
bad thing because there is the library. The library contains full 
collections of Aeromodeller and Model Aircraft as well as many 
other aeromodelling magazines and books. It includes the full 
John O’Donnell collection. Recently John Pennels has completed an
organization of the library with binders purchased for a lot of the
magazine collections. It’s a great place to spend a few hours (or 
perhaps a few days!) if you get tired of gossiping with the other 
flyers.
EDITORIAL: 
. I’m back! (Some uncharitable folk would regard that as a 
retrograde event). My absence was more due to the problems 
associated with setting up an Internet connection to the outside 
world rather than the effort required in moving from one place of
habitation to another, although that too was a traumatic event.
In my absence, the President and Secretary/Treasurer put 
together a great April edition of the newsletter, my thanks to 
both.

Still on personal issues, the new location is a lot smaller than my
previous 80m2 workspace and I was forced to divest myself of 
most of my indoor models. In this endeavour Don Bladier came to 
my aid and relieved me of upwards of ten indoor models including 
two Adolf Haas Peanuts, two Jim Fullarton Peanuts (all good 
flyers) and some of my own (NOT good flyers!). In this heart-
wrenching process I discovered more than twenty motors, (mostly
glows but a few really good diesels), all in excellent condition. Of 
necessity, I’m having to rejoin the oily hand brigade! My many 
thanks to both Don Bladier and Col Collyer for their assistance in 
reducing my model inventory to manageable size, although there 
are still a number of R/C models to be disposed of.

As noted in the President’s address, the outdoor group made it 
out to Eynesbury in my absence and had a good morning flying in 
light drift, and for Don Boughton’s edification, I have found a 
reference which verifies the legitimacy of Don’s “Garricoupe” as a
‘60’s design.(FFQ Coupe d’hiver Survey Pt 2). So, come June 1, all 
the ‘60’s Coupe flyers should, with the solitary exception of YE, 
be able to indulge in some competitive flying.

PLANS of the MONTH: 
While I have been incommunicado for a month or so, I have not 

been idle, my attention diverted and rather preoccupied in sorting
through the rubble resulting from our recent demenagé and in so 
doing, came across a Free Flight news Year Book from 1977. 

In it, amongst other interesting designs I found another of the 
Pod-and-Boom fuselage Coupe d’hiver designs emanating from 
France during the decade spanning the mid ‘60’s to mid ‘70’s, this 
one from Bernard Boutillier. Compared to other similar designs 
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from the Grenoble group, this design, designated “PGI. 115. 12,”
is somewhat smaller with a wing area of 12 Dm2 and a slightly 
smaller propeller diameter than those of it’s contemporaries. 
That, combined with the boom being raked downward (Vin calls 
it swayback) and the PGI designation, which I presume 
emanates from Jean Wantzenreither’s original thoughts on 
three-axis neutral trim, puts it firmly as a ‘70’s rather than a 
‘60’s design and thus ineligible for the ‘60’s Coupe Postal event 
(By the way, the 2022 Southern Hemisphere “window” opens on 
the 1st of June). Nevertheless it is an interesting variation of 
the design theme (more on this to follow in coming months).

The second design, an Open Rubber model by Chris Chapman 
(UK). Emanates from the same FFn Year Book and caught my 
eye as the earlier (detailed) version was simply? A Warren 
Truss fuselage of the same cross section from nose to tail! The
later version shown here was a little more sophisticated but not
detailed in the Year Book however sufficient notes were 
provided to make a reasonable guess.

Given the extremely lightweight construction it’s difficult to 
imagine how the model (airframe) weighed in at 96gm! it must 
have been a challenge to build UP to that mass rather than 
down! The wing and tail structure is particularly light and relies 
(d) on the geodetic/”Union Jack” rib layout for torsional 
stiffness

In all, the lack of sophistication probably points toward the 
likelihood that in the 1970’s Open Rubber models had a certain 
“throw away” quality, the sometimes lengthy flight duration 
combined with the reliance on fuse D/Ts, the absence of any 
radio tracking devices conspired to make flying O/R an 
“adventure”.

VFFS General Meeting 01/03/2022

Location: Terminus Hotel 

Meeting opened: 8:27
Present:, Sean O’Connor,, Ron Neve,, David Sutherland,

 Darien Cassidy, Martin Williams, Leigh Morgan,
 Vin Morgan

Apologies: Don Bowden,, Tim Denyer, Mike Glaister

Visitors: Nil

Minutes of last General Meeting:

Given the situation over the last two years. No minutes were 
taken of the previous meeting (whenever that was)

Correspondence In: Control Line News

Reports: Nil

Secretary/Treasurer:

Bank    3624.10,
Cash 95.40
Total   3319.50
Stock     101.80

Members:
Full   20
Part     2

F/P Subscribers     2

Motions on notice: None

General Business:
It was decided to resume Indoor flying at Sandringham on 

the 3rd Tuesday of the month beginning in May. Proposed dates
are: May 17, June 21, July 19, Aug 16, Sept 20, Oct 18, Nov 15. 
Dec 20. Please note that these are Free Flight Only days.

Please also note that the Cassidy Family Lunch, deferred 
from the normal date in December due to Covid, will take place 

on the 3rd Tuesday in May at Sandy.. (i.e., the first day of our 
return to Indoor Flying) It would be appreciated if those 
members wishing to participate could let Joy and Brigid know well 
in advance of that date (17th of May). Give Darien a call or email.

Close 8:45

There was indoor flying by Sean (before and after the 
meeting), and after the meeting Darien and David examined Colin 
Parker's rubber strippers. There was also some discussion (with 
graphs) about rubber properties. 

Next meeting: 
Tuesday the 3rd of May, same time, same place.

Don Boughton’s ’53 Montplasir Wakefield

YE’s Open Rubber (Phil Ball designed “Waif” – 50gm) 

(Both of the above photos courtesy Mal Campbell – I think)
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