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PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE March 2023
Hello Everyone,
Well it’s April, which means the 60’s Coupe “sort of 

postal” January 1 to March 31 has finished. I know four 
people have put in flights. We now have to wait a 
fortnight for them and any others to get their scores in 
to Sean. As a way of avoiding having to have all the 
competitors out on the field on a suitably calm day it 
seems to have worked. Apart from Mike, who was 
severely handicapped by getting a new knee installed in 
the middle of the competition period, everyone got their
five flights in. People flew on different days and every 
one of the flyers used two days for the five flights 
(doesn’t sound too stressful).

We should try another – perhaps for P-30. Could be 
discussed on Tuesday evening. We are going to 
reintroduce meeting topics (not sure why we stopped 
actually). Some didn’t work very well but a few were 
surprisingly good; the “models I have lost” comes to 
mind. So be prepared to make suggestions.

We are also going to try an alternative to the 
“shop”. This will be for items/materials from overseas 
where individual purchases are not very economical but 
if we put together a group order it could work well. We 
would need to select a supplier and then members can 
specify what they would like.

To reduce the delay in making up the order the 
specifying needs to be done by email (rather than say, at
a meeting). I suggest we have a trial using FAI Model 
Supply. As well as rubber they have lots of FF stuff – 
yes Mike, Crocket Hooks, as well as dental bands, tissue, 
indoor material, and etc.

Have a look at: https://www.faimodelsupply.com/
See you Tuesday Vin

EDITORIAL: 
Due to inactivity, both indoor and outdoor, there has 

been little to write about, and with respect to the latter, I
have to admit I have completely lost touch with the indoor 
flyers. The restoration of regular monthly meetings at 
Sandringham has been interrupted by a “double booking” of
the site, and there will be an hiatus in indoor activity there
for a few months. For those wishing to fly indoor, the 
Waverley venue is available, (”Indoor Aviation” membership
required). Another available venue is Montmorency, the 
latter thanks to Paul Butler’s stewardship. 

There was some desultory talk of the VFFS forming a 
chapter of the “Men’s Shed” organization, perhaps gaining 
more clout with the Sandy authorities and thereby 
avoiding the current situation.

With regard to outdoor flying, SOC managed to get out 
to Eynesbury on the 11th.of this month and complete his 
“Coupe d’Ete flights, so, amongst the flying group. (see 
report). I am the sole offender, having logged only one of 
the five flights. I was invited to attend (as were others) 
but I still need the assistance of an elderly “fetcher” and 
with no others answering the call on that day I had to 
decline. (Perhaps April).

Le Coupe d’Ete
Well, now that it is April, the results for the three 

(four) flyers can be revealed. (Vin was of the opinion that 
we should wait for two weeks before announcing the 
results in the forlorn hope that some interstate stragglers
had actually participated – as I said above, a forlorn hope!)

First the results, followed by a short narrative of events
and the travails of some of us and finally an individual 
report from Sean 
Name 1st Flt 2nd Flt 3rd Flt 4th Flt 5th Flt Total
Leigh 69 120 120 32 120 461
Vin 95 120 120 120 120 575
Sean 116 120 120 120 112 588
Mike 70 - - - - 70

The above are provisional scores until the 14th
Vin and Leigh flew on the 8th and the 11th of January and 

I was there on both days to witness all the flights (Sean 
was in attendance on the 11th). Vin appeared in fine form 
with his model climbing like an F1B (but not as high) and my
impression was that he had maxed out. I must have missed 
his first flight though as he dropped 25 seconds. Leigh 
uncharacteristically was in all sorts of trouble with her 
Deuzio, mainly due to launch difficulties and a mis-set 
timer. (Harry’s Type M timers can be a bit tricky). I also 
tried to get some air time in but my Type M also decided 
to play up, I tried to reset it but for some arcane reason, 
it kept D/Ting at around 1 minute 15seconds. (I did follow 
instructions Harry!) I did have replacement timers with 
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me, but a timer change over is not something I was about
to attempt as a field repair. Sean also put in a solitary 
flight on the 11th.but there it ended. (He then completed 
his other four flights on the 11th of March) (My solitary 
flight time had nothing to do with a recalcitrant timer; 
the model was down before the D/T had any effect – a 
bad launch and too much rudder offset killing the climb 
and causing an incipient spiral dive! Pays to have a few 
trimming flights beforehand)

Mike

Sean with his Baron Hunter C d’H – great model well
trimmed

Saturday the 11th turned out to be a great free flight
morning with very low drift. In the past Mike has been 
troubled by swarms of gnats and flying ants on mornings 
like this. (It wasn’t only me! Ed). On this occasion, we 
were visited by a swarm of ultra lights (para-foil variety)
instead. They showed up as I was winding for my first 
flight.

There were four of them and two decided to come 
lower to see what we were doing. The noise put me off 
my turns count and it also spooked the cattle. By the 
time the model was airborne the cattle had decided to 
move rather quickly to a different spot on the other 
side of where the model descended. Fortunately they 
missed it. I made the remaining flights with out incident,
and we were finished by 10.30, so we went to Ballarat 
for lunch.

Sean
It should be mentioned here that Sean had the aid of 

his wife Janet as his willing (or unwilling) helper during 
the above-mentioned foray – Thanks Janet!

Minutes VFFS General Meeting – 7th March 2023

Location :Terminus Hotel

Meeting opened at 8.07pm

Present: Sean O’Connor, Mike Glaister,
David Sutherland, Tim Denyer, 
Don Boughton,

Apologies: Vin Morgan, Darien Cassidy, 
Leigh Morgan, Paul Butler, Ron 

Neve

Visitors: None

Minutes of the last GM: These had appeared in 
Flypaper and were accepted.

Treasurer’s Report:
Cash $57.15

Bank $5300.35
Stock $83

Members 18 Full time
2 Non-flying
1 Part member

Correspondence: Control Line News

Flying Fields:
Eynesbury is in good condition but was not used during 

the month of February.

Indoor flying was held at Sandringham and 
Montmorency. Report in Flypaper?.

General Business:
Some particular building techniques were discussed, eg 

wire bending, light film covering, jigs for special fuselage 
construction. It was suggested that a workshop be 
arranged, probably on a weekend, when such matters could 
be discussed at length and techniques demonstrated
Topic: There was discussion of suitable stock items for 
the club to buy members. Sean stressed the advantage of 
bulk buying of smaller items to minimize postage. 
Suggestions were made for both indoor and outdoor 
models. Sean will proceed with an order. (I want some 
Crocket hooks and some T hooks  - ED)

Don Boughton brought along a collection of superbly built
booms specifically for the Matherat “C de H” design. Very 
light and straight, great craftsmanship Don!. He seems 
intent on building a few of Matherat’s ‘60’s Coupe designs 
and requested four copies of the above-mentioned design 
from me. Complying with his request, I trotted off to 
Office Works the next day only to discover that, contrary 
to expectations, they cannot scale plans to a specific size, 
they only work to Metric-size paper! 

Over the years I have advised people to go to the 
nearest Office Works if they want plans enlarged to a 
specific size. I was very wrong! If you want a plan 
enlarged, do as I had to do, go to a Drafting Service and 
get them to enlarge it to the size you want, they will 
understand -Sorry about all the mis-information! Why the 
hell do you want four copies of the same plan Don?
Meeting closed at 8.53pm

PLAN of the MONTH: 
For some unknown reason, I missed Georgi Benedek’s 

1958 Wakefield entry when I first started drawing my 
series of Wakefield winners, encompassing all the winning 
models from it’s inception back in 1930 up to the early 
sixties – perhaps that’s the reason, concentrating on the 
winners, neglecting other worthwhile designs along the 
way. To redress this, I have hurriedly redrawn it for this 
month’s Flypaper and to also begin plugging holes in my 
drawings collection.

Georgi Benedek, well known in the West for his series of
modern aerofoils (All is relative) appeared at the 1958 
Wakefield Contest, that year held at Cranfield, UK. The 
appearance of the Hungarian teams (Wakefield and Power)
attracted a great deal of interest (as did the Russians). 
From reports at the time, Benedek’s model(s) were widely 
admired for the standard of workmanship exhibited, as 
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was the professionalism of the Hungarian team as a 
whole, and their approach to flying

The Hungarian preference was for powerful rapidly 
climbing models with short motor runs and for this 
purpose they made use of home-produced round Lactron 
rubber about 1.5mm in diameter. (In the case of 
Benedek’s team mate Guyla Krizsma, 56 strands of 
Lactron, 335 turns, 35-second motor run.) This trend 
was not reflected in Benedek’s case however, as he 
preferred a more Western-European type of model and 
used 14 strands of Pirelli. In any case, the model climbed
to an impressive height and it looked as though he would 
be the eventual winner, however the team was under the
iron grip of the Team Manager (Commissar) and Benedek
was ordered to fly (Hungary was still under Communist 
control at the time). His model was launched into sinking 
air just prior to a rainsquall and recorded 100 seconds. 
A much cooler head prevailed in the Australian camp, 
Alan King, managing a team of one, Bond Baker, advised 
Bond to wait until the squall had passed. Heeding his 
mentor’s advice, Baker waited for the squall to pass 
through, and launched his “Woomera” into buoyant air 
for a max and a win!

Benedek’s model was a very sturdily built affair, the 
motor tube being 3mm thick and comprising or two 
layers of 1.5mm sheet, (it may even have been spirally 
wound). Wing and tailplane followed suit multi-sparred 
with large section L.E. and T.E., it must have taken 
careful wood selection to build down to 230 grams. With
little finesse about it, (square tips on the wings and 
tailplane) it was nevertheless a complex model with 
attention to detail. How he managed to cut holes for the
topmost spars within a millimetre of the aerofoil 
surface is a bit puzzling. Laser-cutting today would 
neatly solve the problem, but back in the late ‘50’s?

The noseblock, wire shaft and prop outriggers were 
(and are) standard practice, the prop blades at 64mm 
wide were wider than normal, even for the era and the 
general shape put the flexural axis forward, promoting a
slight flare of the blades during the burst. It all helps!
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