
 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on the 
FIRST Tuesday in August (1st) at the TERMINUS HOTEL, 
492 Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. The meeting will commence at
8:00pm, 
August Topic: , Show and Tell. (Bring along your 

current project)

Contacts:
Secretary/Treasurer:

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St. 
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:
Mike Glaister 0401 647 880

michael.glaister@gmail.com

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE August 2023
We are having another “Postal”. This one will be for 2-

minute models, the third VFFS Postal Competition
“Two Minutes”

The third VFFS postal competition will be for models that 
conventionally fly to a two-minute maximum. Coupe d’Hiver 
(F1G), A1 glider (F1H), Small Power (F1J), Australian Class 1 
power*, P-30, E-36, Oz Diesel.

The competition will comprise three flights and, if three 
maximums are obtained, flyoff flights incrementing by half a 
minute; 2 ½, 3, 3 ½, 4 minutes, etc may be made until the time is
not achieved.

The competition will be flown through September, October
and November of 2023. Scores (copies of scorecards initialled 
by the timekeeper) should be sent to the VFFS Secretary 
(Sean O’Connor, sean-oc@netspace.net.au) by December 15.

Multiple entries. Flyers may make multiple entries however
the alternate entries must be made with a model of a different
class. Re-entry in the same class is not allowed.

The aim is to provide a competition, which is easy to fly on 
a small “local” field (although flying on any field is allowed).

There are not very many people currently flying Free 
Flight competition but those that are often have models flyable
in several classes. Permitting multiple entries opens the event 
to more entries.

 Old style F1J or Class 1 power models. Plain bearing 
motors of displacement less than 1 cc, and with no 
moving surfaces except tail for DT, are permitted an 
8 second motor run.

The order from FAI Model Supplies arrived last week. A 
lot of it is already spoken for but we bought some items for 
general VFFS stock. It will be at the August General Meeting.

I went flying last Wednesday and so did Sean. You might 
have noticed the improvement in Melbourne weather and last 
Tuesday and Wednesday featured pleasant weather AND low 
wind.
Sean flew from his favourite spot to the north of the tree line 
where the walking is easier because there are not so many 
rocks. I was a bit nervous about the tree line, so Leigh and I 

went through the cattle yards to the southern spot. There was a 
little wind, mostly from the east (although the forecast was for a 
northerly).
It was a good day, we stayed until after 2pm. 

The southern hemisphere window for the international ‘60’s 
Coupe postal competition is June, July, August, September so it is
time to fly but because of the breeze and the rocks, Leigh didn’t 
put in any flights. Sean did fly but a timer mishap in the first 
flight resulted in a very low time from the early DT so he was 
somewhat lacking in interest in the next four. I had a very 
profitable time with a couple of Wakefields that have had some 
new parts and really needed testing before going to France in 
August.

EDITORIAL: 
It is a relief and pleasure to now be able to reveal the winner of

the VFFS P30 Postal, Terry Bond! Not really a well kept secret as 
almost everybody knew, but I couldn’t announce the winner in the 
July newsletter as we had to wait for a 14 day “period of grace” to
allow for all postal entry/entries to be received (there were 
none). Congrats Terry, we hope you like the kit. Any problems give 
me a call, as you may have noted in the July edition of this rag, I 
have actually built one.

 Going on from this somewhat poorly subscribed contest, the 
VFFS, as noted in the President’s Prattle, will be continuing on the
theme of Postal competitions in the hope that some more 
interstate flyers will take up the challenge and enter.

To this end, the next comp will be for ALL the “mini” classes. 
Most of us have an Aiglet, 1.5cc powered Dixie, or dare I mention 
it, an F1G/’60’s Coupe that could be dusted off and flown during a 
regular flying session. As well as this home-grown competition, 
don’t forget that the International ‘60’s Coupe competition 
“window” is now open to Southern Hemisphere flyers.

Matherat “A et B” ‘60s Coupe Kit

Finally, may I, on behalf of all VFFS members/readers, wish our
F1A, B, C teams every success in the forthcoming (imminent) 
World Championships in France Bon Chance!

Stop press
Sydney F1B flyer Bruce Hao won the Asian Open International 

held in Mongolia on their fabulous field on July 22. This is not the 
first of Bruce’s winning ways this year. In February he won the 
North American Cup at Lost Hills, and in April he took out the 
Australian Free Flight Championships at Narrandera. Bruce is on 
the Australian World Championships Team going to France in 
August. He is travelling to France via China where he is visiting 
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family. He also met up with Chinese flyers and they visited 
Mongolia for the Asian Open International competition.

Vin

Minutes VFFS Annual General Meeting – 4th July 2023
at the Terminus Hotel

Meeting opened at 8.00pm

Present: Vin Morgan, Sean O’Connor, Mike Glaister, Ron 
Neve, 

David Sutherland, Tim Denyer, Don 
Boughton, Martin Williams

Apologies: Harry Sokol, Darien Cassidy, Leigh Morgan,
Paul Butler

Visitors: None

Minutes of the last AGM: These had appeared in July 2023
Flypaper and were accepted.

Treasurer’s Report: Sean distributed copies of the report, 
which was accepted.

President’s Report: Vin distributed copies of his report, 
which was also accepted.

Change of Dates for the VFFS Financial Year: Vin and Sean 
both spoke of the simplifications that would result if our 
reporting year was the calendar year instead of the financial 
year.
A motion was put to the meeting that:

“The VFFS Financial Year be moved to the calendar
year – January to December.

 Moved by David Sutherland,
Seconded by Tim Denyer, 

Motion carried.

Committee: The following members were elected unopposed.

President: Vin Morgan
Vice-President: Darien Cassidy
Secretary/Treasurer: Sean O’Connor
Newsletter Editor: Mike Glaister
Minutes Secretary: David Sutherland

General Business: None

Meeting closed at 8.20pm

Minutes VFFS General Meeting – 4th of July 2023 at
the Terminus Hotel

Meeting opened at 8.20pm

Present: Vin Morgan, Sean O’Connor, Mike Glaister, 
Ron Neve, David Sutherland, Tim Denyer, 
Don Boughton, Martin Williams

Apologies: Harry Sokol, Darien Cassidy, Leigh Morgan, 
Paul Butler.

Visitors: None

Minutes of the last GM: These had appeared in Flypaper 
and were accepted.

Treasurer’s Report:
Cash $1.15
Bank $5520.49
Stock $78.80

Members 10 Full time
1 Non-flying

Correspondence: Control Line News

Flying Fields:
Eynesbury is in reasonable condition but the weather has been 

poor. Limited opportunities were available for flying the P30 
postal competition. Terry Bond of the NSWFFS was the winner.

There was no indoor flying held at Montmorency. A good session
was held at Sandringham with 5 flyers. Sean gave a very useful 
workshop/demonstration on covering for light indoor models.

General Business:
 Col Parker’s Models: Tim has some he will never fly and 

so will bring them to the next meeting.
 Postal Competitions: Sean urged that we plan well in 

advance for future competitions.Consequently it was 
agreed to set aside September, October and November 
for a postal which will be a Combined Mini event (2min 
max) competition. The detailed arrangements will be 
finalized by Vin and Sean before the next meeting.

 Balsa: Ron Neve reported that he has been investigating 
availability and quality of balsa around Melbourne and 
online. He will report his findings in the next 
Newsletter.(?)

Meeting closed at 8.55pm

PLAN of the MONTH: 
I thought that I would get off the ‘60’s Coupe theme for a 

while (actually I couldn’t find any more) and in so doing, found this
small Pee Wee powered design in the July 1989 edition of “Model 
Builder” I thought that, by enlarging it from 30” span to 36”, 
(20%) it would be a (possibly) useful design for the P36 electric 
class, now dominated by “Pearls”.

The model is very simple, being constructed almost entirely 
from 1/16” sheet, but care must be given to balsa selection to 
control weight. As to the design, I have retained the tip plates on 
the drawing, but in my opinion, they would be ineffective in 
reducing the induced drag and probably add to the profile drag. 
Also, I would give the central dihedral a miss and just go with the 
tip dihedral. The forward section of the fuselage appears a bit 
weak, and probably needs attention, especially so as there is a 
need to gain access to the batteries, compromising the forward 
box structure. “Doubling” the forward three bays with 0.5mm ply 
would significantly improve the situation in this regard.

One final note: the drawing is missing some minor details such 
as the tip dihedral (2½”, centre panel(s)flat), an undercarriage? 
And the layout of the diagonal wing ribs (forgot to plot them out) 
I’ll try and do better next month!

ED
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VFFS FINANCIAL STATEMENT for 2022/23

RECEIPTS
Member Subscriptions $2638.00
    VMAA / MAAA Component       $2448.00
    VFFS Component                 $190.00
Indoor door fees  $480.00
Stock sales       $4.00
SC entry fees less expenses     $40.14 
Funds from the Werribee Wanderers $1429.20 * see note below

    =======
TOTAL RECEIPTS: $4591.34

EXPENDITURE
Indoor venue hire   $450.00
Admin (incorporation fee)     $61.20
VMAA / MAAA Fees $1296.00
VMAA / MAAA Fees pending $1296.00 ** see note below
Prizes, gifts and trophy maintainance   $270.00

    =======
TOTAL EXPENDITURE: $3373.20

NET GAIN  for 2020/21  $1218.14

Opening Bank Balance from 20/21 Report $4148.10
Opening Cash-in-Hand     $11.40

OPENING BALANCE: $4159.50

Closing Bank Balance $6672.49
Delayed vmaa/maaa fees payment          -$1296.00
Closing Cash-in-Hand        $1.15

CLOSING BALANCE: $5377.64

STOCK
Opening Balance from 20/21 Report     $82.80

STOCK CLOSING BALANCE:     $78.80

TOTAL ASSETS including stock $6752.44

The value of various items of equipment belonging 
to the VFFS is not included in this summary 

Sean O'Connor (VFFS Treasurer)

* Petty cash and the residue of the WW bank account.

** $1152 Payment delayed to July 3rd due to bank transfer glitch
and $144 from fees paid on 26th June.


