
 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on the 
FIRST Tuesday in December (5th) at the TERMINUS 
HOTEL, 492 Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. The meeting will 
commence at 8:00pm, 
December Topic:  Next Postal - Discussion on Prizes.
(this topic has been on the agenda for too long, perhaps the 
issue will be resolved over a few glasses of Christmas cheer!) – 
Reminiscences of Nationals past!

Contacts:
Secretary/Treasurer:

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St. 
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:
Mike Glaister 0401 647 880

michael.glaister@gmail.com

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE December 2023

Australian Nationals – A Short History

The Australian Nationals are on at West Wyalong between 
December 28 and January 4. This is the traditional time for 
Nationals. The first Australian Nationals was held in 1938 (1st) 
but the second under the auspices of the newly formed MAAA 
was not until 1948 at Bankstown Aerodrome (full-size aircraft 
were not allowed to use the airfield for the two days of the 
Nationals. There was only free flight and control line of course;
free flight on day one and control line on day two.

The free flight events comprised, Hand Launched Glider, 
Towline Glider, Free Flight Gas, Wakefield, Open Rubber and 
free flight diesel. Control line had Stunt, Scale (no FF scale) 
and six speed events.

Since then, there has been a Nationals just about every 
year. They used to circulate around towns all over Australia and
there are epic tales of flyers driving dilapidated cars full of 
models and flyers from the Eastern States to WA.

In recent years Nationals have become increasingly 
difficult to organise. There are now lots more events requiring 
specialised sites, and there is a huge amount of organization, 
which is beyond most small clubs. The last old-style Nats with 
successful Free Flight, Control Line and Radio Control events 
was run by Victoria at Albury/Wodonga from December 28, 
2013, to January 4, 2014. Since 2018 the New South Wales 
Free Flight Society’s site at West Wyalong in NSW has hosted 
successful if somewhat limited Nationals. The upcoming event 
has most FF and CL events and SAMS (Society of Antique 
Modellers) events for old-style RC models. Gone are the days 
when at Nationals time the membership of model clubs would 
practically decamp en masse to some Australian country town 
but we understand that among the Victorians going to WW 
there are four members of the VFFS as well as a number of ex 
members who have succumbed to the ease of Radio Control.

Below is a list of Nationals (in reverse order) giving year 
and venue. How many did you attend or can still remember?

2022 1st West Wyalong Nationals

2021 rescheduled due to Covid-19 pandemic
2020 cancelled due to Covid-19 World Pandemic
2019 71st West Wyalong NSW
2018 70th West Wyalong NSW
2017 69th Whalan NSW / Albury NSW (No RC or FF)
2016 No Nationals held due to hosting of CL W/C’s Perth WA
2015 68th Brisbane Qld
2014 No Nationals held this year
2013 67th Albury / Wodonga Vic
2012 66th Albury NSW
2011 65th Perth WA
2010 64th Dalby Qld
2009 63rd Albury / Wodonga Vic
2008 62nd Albury NSW
2007 61st Perth WA
2006 60th Albury / Wodonga Vic
2005 59th Fleurieu Peninsula SA
2004 58th Richmond NSW
2003 57th Busselton WA
2002 56th Albury / Wodonga Vic
2001 55th Albury / Wodonga Vic
2000 54th Busselton WA
1999 53rd Nowra NSW
1998 52nd Toowoomba Qld
1997 51st Wakerie SA
1996 50th Darwin NT
1995 49th Ballarat Vic
1994 48th Mundijong WA
1993 47th Wagga Wagga NSW
1992 46th Bundaberg Qld
1991 45th Wakerie SA
1990 44th Bendigo Vic
1989 43rd Bunbury WA
1988 42nd Amberly Qld
1987 41st Richmond NSW
1986 40th Wakerie SA
1985 39th Wangaratta Vic
1984 38th Mandura WA
1983 37th Richmond NSW
1982 36th Warwick Qld
1981 35th Horsham Vic
1980 34th Albany WA
1979 33rd Goulburn NSW
1978 32nd Amberly Qld
1977 31st Camperdown Vic
1976 30th Bunbury WA
1975 29th Loxton SA
1974 28th Camden NSW
1973 27th Amberly Qld
1972 26th Geelong Vic
1971 25th Notham WA
1970 24th Strathalbyn SA
1969 23rd Wallacia NSW
1968 22nd Warrnabool Vic
1967 21st Northam WA
1966 20th Strathalbyn SA
1965 19th Canberra ACT
1964 18th Melbourne Vic
1963 17th Strathalbyn SA
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1962 16th Camden NSW
1961 15th Echuca Vic
1960 14th Rosewood Qld
1959 13th Gawler SA
1958 12th Camden NSW
1957 11th Cambelltown Tas
1956 10th Taralgon Vic
1955 9th Archerfield Qld
1954 8th Mallala SA
1953 7th Toowoomba Qld
1952 6th Bendigo Vic
1951 5th Camden NSW
1950 4th West Beach SA (included R/C)
1949 3rd Melbourne Vic
1948 2nd Bankstown NSW (included Control Line)
1939 to 1947 - No nationals held due to WWII
1938 1st Sydney NSW, Centennial Park and Richmond 

Vin

EDITORIAL: 
Well, another year is drawing to a conclusion and from many 

points of view, not a memorable one. Eynesbury has been heavily
under-utilised with very few good days and those that were 
suitable; a lack of enthusiasm seemed to prevail.

During the last month, the GEOYSD took place, and as noted 
in Sean’s report on proceedings, it’s becoming very much less 
grand than in former times with only a handful of participants. 
In recent memory (pre-COVID) the event attracted twenty or 
so flyers, so much so that it was difficult to get “air time” with 
the number of airborne models being a real threat to life and 
limb.

Maybe the fact that the catered lunch was not available this 
year has something to do with it, but I suspect that the real 
reason is that we are all getting OLD! For a refreshing view of 
indoor scale or just to remind you what it is, try “International 
Indoor Fly-In 2023 Nijmegen” (YouTube)

Enough of the doom and gloom, several events throughout the
year give rise to some optimism, the first being the outstanding
performance of the Australian teams at the World 
Championships, finishing third overall in the F1B team standings 
with all flyers maxing out. One should also acknowledge Ian 
Haigh’s individual performance in the F1A, also maxing out and 
getting into the flyoff(s) with an eventual 34th place in a field 
of 116. I can’t recall any Australian achieving that. (Matt 
Hanaford (52nd place), and Albert Fathers (79th place), also flew
commendably.
The F1C team also did well with both Gary Pope, (12th overall) 
getting into the second flyoff and Roy Summersby, (first flyoff
and 29th place).

Going by the above, and at the highest level, free flight in 
Australia is alive and well! (If you would like to view some 
excellent videos of the individual F1A, B and C contests they 
are available on YouTube – just Google “Free Flight World 
Championships 2023)

Back to the local scene, don’t forget that the Nationals have 
returned! (How could you with the President’s preceding history
of the event), Again to be held at West Wyalong, (but 
unfortunately for me) over the Christmas New Year period. The
programme includes Control Line and RC events (yuck). 
Hopefully the weather will not have too much of an influence, 
with the various super-cell storms we are currently enjoying? 
coming through at seemingly regular intervals.

The Plan of the Month follows on from the previous month’s 
offering, another giant Coupe, the difference being that this 
one challenges the wing area of an A2/F1A (I use the term A2 
as at the time that it was conceived, (1964-66), F1A’s didn’t 
exist – they were then called A2’s) The design is by C. Coviaux. 

To continue the French theme, a cartoon by Jean-Pierre Di 
Rienzo and a test of your French. A few clues:

Transgenetique = Genetically Modified

Datura = Psychoactive plant, highly poisonous
Pas Variable = Variable Pitch
Mise en Drapeau = Feathering
Le ramener = To bring back

-The rest you can figure out

Finally, and as this is the last newsletter for the year, may I 
wish you all a very enjoyable Christmas/New Year and hope to see 
(at least some of) you in the early New Year. It is also a time to 
remember past friends - below is a picture of Gary Sunderland’s 
entry in a GEOYSD long past – ED.

Gary Sunderland’s Etrich Taube circa 2010

Minutes of the VFFS General Meeting – 31st Oct. 2023
- Terminus Hotel, 492 Queens Pde. Nth Fitzroy

Meeting opened at 8.05pm
Present: Vin Morgan, Mike Glaister, Sean O’Connor, 

Tim Denyer, Don Boughton, David Sutherland,
Arjuna Koralagama

Apologies: Martin Williams

Visitors: None

Minutes of the last GM, 3/10/23. Printed in Flypaper.

Treasurer’s Report:

Cash   $141.15
Bank   $5123.41
Total  $5264.56
Stock $238.28

Members 14 Full time
2 Non-flying
1 Part member

Correspondence: None

Flying Fields:
Eynesbury has not been used in the last month

Indoor flying was held at Montmorency and Sandringham.

General Business:
There is a new international postal competition for E20.

Vin Morgan has the details. 
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A reminder for the Scale day at Sandy will be sent out. The 
secretary will see if Ron Neve may be available to judge this 
event.

The GEOYSD event will not include Xmas lunch this year. 
Instead, as mentioned last month, the Cassidy family will host a 
Christmas lunch at their home, - 12pm Saturday December 3rd.

Meeting closed at 8.27pm.

Grand End-Of-Year Scale Day
The GEOYSD was as anticipated, not so grand, in fact a fairly

modest event. Those attending were the usual Sandy group less 
David Sutherland and plus Vin Morgan.

There were three entries in Scale, a Piper Vagabond, Jim 
Fullaton’s Lacey, (Don Bladier), and the BAT monoplane (Sean 
Connor).

The Lacey still flies well but is getting a tad ragged. (It was 
pre-ragged by Jim himself!). All managed qualifying flights and 
over lunch those present ranked each of the models. As it so 
happens, all judges ranked the models in the same order, which 
made computation of the final result very easy.

1 BAT (whoda guessed, a model by S O’C! – ED)
2 Piper Vagabond
3  Lacey M10

There were also three entries in Scramble: Don Boughton, Tim 
Denyer, and Vin Morgan.
The three others present acted as timekeepers.

The resulting scores are the sum of the best three attempts 
from the half hour flying period.

1  Vin Morgan 318,
2  Don Boughton 279,
3 Tim Denyer 56

While there were fewer models and less activity this year 
than in the past, all present enjoyed the day and thought it a 
success.

Sean O’Connor

Ex-Jim Fullarton Lacey M10 – Has had a few “owners” since
Jim’s very regrettable passing – current custodian Don

Bladier

(Just a little aside with regard to the GEOYSD. I had fully 
intended to attend? However the date simply slipped my ageing 
mind. I was only reminded of it when Vin rang me to get the 
address of the venue. At the time I was sitting in a doctor’s 
waiting room for an annual appointment, which inconveniently 
fell on the same day. My profound apologies to those in 
attendance, I really wanted to catch up with a few friends who 
WERE in attendance and which I rarely seen these days – ED)

PLAN of the MONTH: 
The plan of the month is another ‘60’s Coupe found lurking in 

the pages of FFQ “Coupe d’Hiver survey 2009 Pt. 1 (page 40)
When I first saw it, I dismissed it as being impractical, but upon 
reflection, it fits our general philosophy of outdoor flying, which 
we, as a club only indulge in on benign days, of little, or no drift. 

It is an audacious design requiring careful wood selection and 
building and clearly tempting fate, and models of this type were 
thus only taken out of model boxes (and carefully unwrapped) on 
rare occasions.

The genesis of the design owes it’s origin to the thoughts of 
Georges Matherat, who mused that, with “normal” models having 
motor runs in the order of 45 to 50 seconds and subject to the 
vagarities of fate (thermals) to achieve a max, would it be 
possible to complete a max flight of 120 seconds under power, 
sacrificing climb and height thus foregone for a more leisurely 
“cruise” type of flight of around 150 to 240 seconds! Initially, it 
was found that such an approach with a conventionally sized Coupe
powered by 4 strands of 6mm Pirelli simply couldn’t do the job and
a slower-flying approach with a greatly enlarged wing area was 
tried and proved to be successful. To achieve this while keeping 
the weight to the same 80-85gm total required a much lighter 
type of construction, almost to the point of fragility. As a 
consequence, this type only saw the light of day on those rare 
occasions when conditions favoured such an approach. Though 
fragile and very vulnerable this concept gained some currency, 
especially amongst those Coupe (F1G) flyers in close contact with 
Matherat. As Coviaux and Matherat both lived in Grenoble, the 
largest ville in the Department d’Isère, (it’s not that big, a 
population of about 160,000 lying at the foot of the French Alps),
thus it could be said that Coviaux was in frequent contact and 
under the direct influence of Matherat! As such, it is entirely 
plausible that design ideas were shared between the two, so it’s 
no surprise that both of them produced remarkably similar 
designs (Matherat’s to appear in the February edition of 
Flypaper) with very large wings, ventral fins, single-blade props 
etal, with Coviaux’s being the slightly more extreme of the two.

Commenting on the construction, the extensive use of 0.5mm 
balsa stands out, the trailing edges of both wing and tailplane 
being formed by two layers (top and bottom) of 0.5 x 10mm sheet.
Similarly, all but the central, tip and dihedral break ribs were 
sourced from 0.5mm wood! Note that the 1.5mm sq. diagonal 
bracing of the tips on both the wing and tailplane are my addition 
and similar to that employed by Matherat himself – I couldn’t 
envisage being able to cover such a lightly constructed wing (and 
tailplane) without really ugly distortion at the tips. The scimitar 
shaped propeller blade is also an oddity. Wider than the depth of 
the fuselage, and while a folder, it probably didn’t need to given 
ideal conditions, as the model would have maxed out under power!

Colin Parker’s Spitfire XIX Indoor Scale a great but variable
flyer which was untrimmable until Col sent it around in left

hand circles!
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