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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on
the FIRST Tuesday in February (7™) at the TERMINUS
HOTEL, 492 Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. The meeting
will commence at 8:00pm,

February Topic: Bring something along, we are
developing a few ideas for specific topics, how-tos and
show-and-tells.

Contacts:
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Sean O'Conhnor 59 Roseneath St.
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au
Editor:
Mike Glaister 0401 647 880

michael.glaister@gmail.com
glaistermichael622@gmail.com

PRESIDENT'S PRATTLE February 2023

Hi Gang,

Hope you had a good Christmas and New Year.

At the last meeting in December we were supposed to

talk about building. There was a bit of building show and

tell - Sean brought along some parts of his next 60's

coupe and Don brought propellers he has made - but we

didn't actually get around to much discussion of building
and how building was at one time the essence of
aeromodelling. It used to be that the building (and
trimming) was everything to the extent that the models
could be flown by somebody other than the competition
entrant - proxy flying. But now, competition has evolved
so that they are now between the flyers who can even
use purchased complete models. Some people think
buying models is anathema but you can't stop progress
and the BOM - the Builder Of the Model rule has always
been difficult to define and practically impossible to
enforce.

Let's try again to have a discussion. I'm away for the
February meeting, I'm going flying at Lost Hills so how
about the March meeting.

Another topic, related to building is glue. In the last
few decades a lot of new glues have appeared on the
market. It could be useful to talk about these and see
how they can be used in aeromodels.

Here is a partial list:

1. Balsa cement. C23 etc. the traditional model glue.
Been around for a long time, cellulose acetate with
added resin fo improve performance. It's cheap,
reasonably fast drying, and easy to use. On the
other hand, it sets hard and brittle and doesn't
penetrate the wood very much, which is a
disadvantage.

2. Polyvinyl Acetate. White and Yellow. Aquadhere,
Titebond etc. Yellow PVA (Carpenter’s glue) is much
stronger, can be sanded and is water resistant.
Yellow PVA (and even white PVA) is good for
building. Crosslinked PVA (yellow) is waterproof and
very strong and a good choice for building (Selleys
Exterior Wood Glue, Gorilla Wood Glue etc).

3. Epoxy. Epoxy is strong, bonds to both porous and
non-porous surfaces and is gap-filling. Fast epoxies
are useful, slow epoxies are much stronger.

4. Polyurethane Wood Glue. Strong. Bonds porous and
non-porous surfaces. Expands on setting which may
be a problem if there is nowhere for it to go.

5, Cyanoacrylates. Super glue. Fast (instant) allows
sticking while holding in place. Available in thick
(viscous) and thin.

New Adhesives

UV activated glue. Bondic. Liquid glue that is
activated by shining a UV LED on the joint. The glue
remains liquid indefinitely unless activated when it
sets in a few seconds. It is hon-shrinking,
waterproof and heat resistant. Sets hard.
Expensive. Bondic kit from Jaycar is $50.

Loctite Extreme Glue. Strong, slightly flexible, gap
filling, water resistant. Works on porous and hon-
porous surfaces. 24 hours for full cure.

Other Good Adhesives

Epoxy. Bob Smith Industries 30 min slow cure
epoxy. Available from Amazon in a few days.
Cyanoacrylate. Loctite 401. Thin.
See you when I get back from MaxMen

Vin

EDITORIAL:

Welcome to the first Flypaper of 2023, a very short
one as my mind keeps straying to the nagging post
operative pain I am currently experiencing.

In stark comparison to last year, this one has started
with a bang! No less than two visits to Eynesbury in the
first week of the year. In addition, the long-closed Leake's
Rd., has reopened which has greatly improved access to
Eynesbury. At the fime of writing T am one week into
rehab after having my left knee replaced and am looking
forward in anticipation to a more agile traversal of the
Eynesbury rocks.

As a result of my temporary infirmity, a committee
meeting was held at my place on Sunday (yesterday) and it
happened to be the best committee meeting for ages
(copious quantities of wine helps!) One of the decisions
made was for our Secretary (Sean) to examine the
possibility of a dedicated VFFS website. This would enable
Flypaper to be made available worldwide and with it, all the
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drawings and redrafts I have done over a period of 20+
years. (Something in excess of 450 drawings). Another
intriguing pseudo-problem was raised, what to do with
old models. In the past, it was easy to find a willing
recipient of models (to be) passed on from modellers
who had passed on. The balance has shifted somewhat in
recent years and the number of likely recipients has
dwindled. Several solutions were raised (wine talking!);
should we simply trash them - the least palatable option,
break them up for salvageable bits or sacrifice them to
the Thermal Gods. (This last option reminds me of the
tale of the First Nations person who, on acquiring a new
boomerang, went mad trying to throw the old one away!)
- It was a good Committee Meeting!

A further, and more rational discussion centred on
prizes and incentives for the proposed Postals. We could
approach the VMAA for trophies and may do so, but
most of us have too many of those. After a bit of a think
about this it was concluded that we would award useful
bits of Free Flight kit to the winners (and possibly
place-getters). For instance, when we were last out at
Eynesbury, I had the need to check on the battery
voltage of one of my Harry Sokol Type "M" timers. Sean
came up with a small, easily carried multimeter for the
purpose, easily carried and something I lack. ie. Low
cost but useful prizes.

Returning,(or attempting t0), sanity, over the
Christmas/New Year period, several events have
transpired. Of most importance to those FFQ recipients
is the termination of mailed editions; the editors; Sergio
Montes and Chris Stoddard have decided to produce
email editions only. This decision was forced upon them
by declining subscriptions and rising print and mailing
costs. As an abonné, I for one will regret not having a
large brown envelope turn up in my mailbox every three
months as I prefer to read a printed document rather
than something on-screen, however the solution is
simple; just download the emailed copy onto a USB stick
and frot along to Officeworks and get them to print and
collate it - comes out just like the (now deceased)
printed version, and subscription costs have dropped
from $45 to $15! You win some, you loose some.

As noted in his President’s Prattle, Vin is of f to
chilly California for the Max Men get-together and
participate in the embedded contests and as usual, has
been tasked with bringing back a sackful of goodies, P30
props, "T" hooks, Crocket hooks, Thrust bearings etc. to
restock the dwindling VFFS inventory. A list of what
(becomes) available will be promulgated. Have a
successful journey Vin.

That's all for now, but before I sign off, T would like to
express my thanks to Darien, his wife Joy and their
daughter Bridget for putting up with the mob at their
end of year (sic) luncheon on the 15™ of January. As
always, it was wonderfully catered and everyone present
thoroughly enjoyed it - A collective thanks from All.
PLANS of the MONTH:

Both plans this month are from the prolific French
builder/flyer Alain Landeau and yes, both are '60's
Coupes - or are they? The first, christened "PAMELA" is
most definitely an eligible design as, even though it was
designed in the late 50's was used to win the Anglo-

French Challenge in 1963 and, conveniently, a small three-
view sketch of the design was published as part of
Aeromodeller’s write-up of the event (April 1964) "Pamela”
is quite a small model, even by Coupe standards, single-
bladed, with very thin wing and tail sections, both with
single spars, how he kept the flying surfaces warp-free in
the prevailing conditions is a wonder! If you have a copy of
the relevant edition of Aeromodeller, dig it out and read
the article (pages 200 - 201)

The second Landeau design comes from a PDF that was
found by Sean on "Volar Libramente”, and while legible
enough for me to produce a workable drawing, when it
came down to reading, or trying to read, finer detail such
as dates everything became too blurry to read. I'tis
thought that the design is from the mid-'60's but until
that can be verified it should be viewed with suspicion.

VFFS General Meeting - 6™ December 2022 -
Terminus Hotel
Meeting opened at 8.00pm
Present:
Vin Morgan, Leigh Morgan, Sean O'Connor,
Mike Glaister, Tim Denyer, Don Boughton, Darien Cassidy,
David Sutherland.
Apologies: Ron Neve
Minutes of the last GM:
These have appeared in Flypaper and were accepted.
Treasurer's Report:
Cash $107.15
Bank $5300.35
Stock $83
Purchase of some stock items and retrieval equipment
will be considered.
Members 18 Full time
2 Non-flying
1 Part member
Correspondence: Control Line News
Flying Fields:
Eynesbury is in good condition but has long grass,
wet patches and cattle.
Indoor flying was held at Sandringham and Montmorency.
General Business:
Darien again offered to provide catering for a
Christmas / New Year function.
It was decided to start the "local postal" style
comp with 60s C d'H event in Jan, Feb & March 2023.

Meeting closed at 8.15pm.

The December meeting was a pretty low-key affair as
only seven members were present. Sean brought along two
very light fuselage sides of his "Widlesek" Coupe, cut using
a template which he refitted between the corner
longerons, reversing it o demonstrate their symmetry and
accuracy. (It will be good when the rest of the model
appears, hopefully at the February meeting). Don Boughton
brought along a boxful of his moulded propellers, varying
from 26" diameter O/R propellers down to Coupe size -
there must have been close to a dozen propeller blades
and/or assemblies. These were discussed at length, how he
moulds them, mould preparation, surface finishes (Epoxy)
etal.
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