
 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on the 
FIRST Tuesday in July (4th) at the TERMINUS HOTEL, 
492 Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. The meeting will commence at
8:00pm, 
July Topic: Annual Fees, Show and Tell. (Bring along 
your 

current project)

Contacts:
Secretary/Treasurer:

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St. 
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:
Mike Glaister 0401 647 880

michael.glaister@gmail.com

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE July 2023
To begin; notification of the forthcoming; - 

2023 World Championships for F1A, F1B and F1C
The World Championships for 2023 are to be held at 

Moncontour-du-Poitou, France between August 12th and 19th the 
location has previously been used for a World Championship in 
2013.

The Australian team for the upcoming World 
Championships has now been finalised – (see below) 

F1A Ian Haigh Victoria
Albert Fathers QLD
Matt Hannaford NSW

F1B Vin Morgan Victoria
 Craig Hemsworth NSW
Bruce Hao NSW

F1C Roy Summersby NSW
Andrew Linwood NSW
Gary Pope NSW

Gary Goodwin who was 4th in the F1B trial is acting as Team
Manager. Albert Fathers did the initial application.

With the exception of Ian Haigh, all the team members 
have previously taken part in Free Flight World Championships. 

(Ian has represented Australia in RC Pylon Racing.)

PP July 2023
We have arrived at the AGM. One of the things that can 
happen at the AGM is that the committee can be changed. 
Changing all the Committee in one hit is usually not a good idea 
because all the knowledge held by the incumbents is lost but 
changing some positions is useful in providing fresh ideas, 
changing the flavour of meetings and facilitating any necessary 
changes in the focus of the club. In particular, I think it is good
if the president is changed from time to time. In contrast to 
the Secretary, Treasurer and Newsletter Editor, who all have 
important jobs which are required to be done, the President’s 

job is a bit freewheeling. I’m throwing the position of president 
open - if anyone has some ideas…..

Our P-30 postal period has just ended. Of the usual 
Victorians I think only two managed to put in flights. A few 
NSWers made encouraging noises but again, as far as I know only 
one actually flew. The weather didn’t help in Victoria. I know the 
Vics wanted to get out and fly but the winter wind and rain was 
not helpful. Results next month (although if you come to the 
meeting, you might hear something).

EDITORIAL: 
As I mentioned last month, our Treasurer/Secretary has a 

reminder about annual fees, which are due and payable from the 
1st of July (I was a month ahead of myself – typical YE)

Dear All, MAAA/VMAA Fees for the forthcoming financial year
remain unchanged from last year. Consequently the fees for VFFS
members will be:

Seniors $154 = $144 (VMAA_MAAA) + $10 (VFFS) 
Juniors $72 
Non-flying and part members (associates) $10

To pay by electronic bank transfer (preferred) use the details 
below:
Victorian Free Flight Society inc.@ Westpac

SBS  033-028
Account No. 34-1764

If you are paying by EFT please mark the transfer with your 
name and advise me by email as otherwise I won't know about it 
until I get a bank statement mid July or later. 

Sean - VFFS treasurer.
Getting back to business; as of this writing, the VFFS P30 Postal 
Competition has closed. If anyone has NOT submitted your scores
to the CD, (Sean) please do so by the 14th of this month. I had 
hoped to show a picture of the winner’s prize, a ‘60’s Coupe kit 
(Matherat “A et B”),failing that, here’s a picture of my version.
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(It is hoped that the winner is a better builder than YE). Just a
few notes on the model and the kit: Firstly, that pesky problem 
of having to make a prop – no effort required as the kit 
contains a pre-built propeller assembly expertly made by Don. 
Also, if you look closely at the photo, the empennage can be 
seen to be attached to the rest of the model by a very thin and 
whippy fibreglass boom. Don has also solved this with a 
laminated fibreglass/balsa boom of greater diameter, which is 
stiffer and lighter than the one shown. To top it off, Harry 
Sokol has donated one of his band-burning (Type P) timers

Blurry Image of a Dtox Type P Timer (Lousy Photographer)

With the Southern Hemisphere “window” for this year’s “60’s
Coupe Postal now open it is hoped that the recipient is a fast 
builder and can enter the contest!

Minutes VFFS General Meeting
6th June 2023 at the Terminus Hotel

Meeting opened at 7.30pm

Present: Vin Morgan, Leigh Morgan, Sean O’Connor, 
Mike Glaister, Tim Denyer, Don Boughton,
Arjuna Koralagama.

Apologies: Darien Cassidy, Paul Butler, Ron Neve,
David Sutherland.

Visitors: None

Minutes of the last GM: These had appeared in Flypaper 
Accepted

Treasurer’s Report:

Cash    $277.15
Bank $5200.35
Stock    $83

Members 18 Full members
2 Non-flying
2 Part members

Correspondence: 3 copies of Control Line News

Flying Activity:
Four members flew at Eynesbury on the 14th of May. The 

field is in good condition and it was noted that a major pipeline 
is being installed on the same general alignment as the existing 
gas main.

Competition:
The State Champs for F1A, B, and C were held at West 

Wyalong: The results were tabled and will appear in Flypaper.
P-30 postal: Three people were known to have made some or all 
flights.

Indoor:
6 members attended the Indoor flying event on May 16th at 

Sandringham. This included the trial Meeting/Workshop where 
there was a demonstration of wire bending using simple tools.

A selection of precision wire bending pliers

Two members attended the monthly event at Montmorency.

General Business:
P-30 prize: It was agreed that one of Don Boughton’s ‘60s C d’H

kits be purchased as the prize for the P30 Postal.
Group Purchase: The list of items was circulated for final 
checking.
Meeting Topic: Arjuna suggested that Field Boxes would be a good
discussion topic.

Meeting closed at 7.57pm

Victorian efforts in the P-30 Postal 21/6/2023

Vin and Leigh went out to finish flights for the P-30 postal on 
Wednesday, June 22. The early morning forecast for both 
Tuesday and Wednesday were good. Tuesday was possibly the 
better day, but we couldn’t do Tuesday. Wednesday however 
turned out to be a pretty nice flying day. Unfortunately, a poor 
choice of when to fly and some pilot error meant the scores were 
a bit ordinary and didn’t represent the fine conditions.

When we arrived, about 08:15 the wind was 1 to 2m/s, as per 
the prediction. Leigh suggested I go first so she could attempt 
the 2 ½ minute flyoff later in the morning when there was some 
thermal activity (she had already done the three flights). But I 
thought we might only get in one or two flights before the 
predicted wind arrived and since P-30s should do 2 ½m fairly 
easily she should take advantage of the early calm. So, Leigh 
wound and launched at 09:00. The climb was a little soft, but
it was a nice flight except the model drifted in the uphill 
direction of the field and went out of sight behind a bush at 2:26.

That put paid to Leigh’s efforts and as it was still balmy (and a 
bit warmer – maybe 11°!!) I started on the flights. Got all three 
although the second was a bit close because the model skittled 
the Mylar pole on the way up (and the air was not all that good). 
For the 2½ minute flyoff. I wound a fresh motor and locked it 
while I changed the DT time from 2 to 2½ minutes. I had to read 
the instructions because I hadn’t used the PST timer for some 
years. A test DT on the ground was ok at 2 1/2 m. I put a new 
band on the timer and just as I was getting ready, I realised that 
a nice thermal was coming – the breeze dropped, the temperature 
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rose – all the signs. I launched as the puffs of wind indicated 
the correct time – which it was, and after a minute or so the 
model was up seventy metres or so. It must have been that high
because it took 1:12 to come down on DT. Unfortunately, in the 
excitement I had neglected to reset the timer before launching
and it had run off a minute of time before the launch.

Victorian and NSW State Championships 2023
The State Championships for F1A, F1B and F1C were held at 

West Wyalong over the weekend of June 3 to 5. NSW and Vic 
shared the weekend as usual so there were two competitions.

Leigh and Vin made a real expedition of it leaving Melbourne 
on Wednesday, overnighting in Tocumwal (where we had a 
moderately good meal in the Terminus Hotel) and arriving in 
WW around noon on Thursday. When I called Albert Fathers on
Wednesday he and Craig Hemsworth were near Taree having 
left Byron Bay early in the morning. They were heading to 
Queanbeyan to overnight at Gary Odgers place and then bring 
him to West Wyalong on Friday.
It was a bit breezy on Thursday afternoon so we didn’t go out 
to the field. 
On Friday morning however conditions were quite good; light 
wind, just a bit of drizzle mid-morning, which cleared to a fine 
day. We started flying around 08:00. Leigh put in her last P-30 
flight for the VFFS postal. Ian Haigh arrived around 10:00 and 
Craig, Albert and Gary around noon. We flew for most of the 
afternoon then retired for a pub meal in Tatts Hotel. 

Saturday was for NSW. The weather was fine all day with a 
light easterly. The flight line was set up in the N-E corner of 
the field and models were travelling less than halfway across 
the field. You can see by the sea of red on the scoresheet 
(especially in F1B and F1C) how the flyers were on top of things.

Flyoffs were required in F1B and F1C. It was decided to have 
these late in the afternoon as the forecast for Sunday wasn’t 
nearly as good as Saturday. At 16:00 the wind seemed to have 
changed to a westerly although the forecast still showed east. 
Even a test helium balloon travelled east so the line was set up 
on the west side of the field just in from the road in to the 
house. In F1C Murray Wilson got a minute more than Roy 
Summersby even though they more or less launched together 
and nothing went wrong. Of course it was near the end of the 
day and the air would be going up and down.

F1B was slightly problematic as the wind had swung around to 
the south and there was undulating ground and some trees to 
the north. Terry Bond hit a tree low down out to the east. Vin 
Morgan’s model went out of sight at some height behind the 
bank of trees to the north and Gary Goodwin’s was stopped by a
bushy tree (no damage) on the small ridge to the north. Craig 
had some finger trouble when extending the timer DT time and 
accidentally D/Ted at 20 seconds.

All round it was a pleasant competition with some good 
scores. For Sunday, the prediction was for calm early on but 
with increasing wind through the day. It turned out to be 
correct. We started at yesterday’s line position on the east 
side of the field. The wind at ground level was a light easterly 
but at height it was southerly and stronger. As a result the 
extended first round maximum saw models travelling some 2km 
and well into the neighbouring farm (which was fortuitously 
clear of crops). Nevertheless just about everyone made the 
four minutes.
All but two flyers also made the next 3-minute round despite 
the wind being about 4m/s. The F1C flyers, mindful of 
preserving models for the upcoming world championships 
stopped at two rounds. The F1B flyers continued with a third 
(but as a flight not a round so as to allow time for retrieval and 
getting ready). They then went for a 2-minute maximum, which 
only Gary Goodwin achieved. Vin Morgan demonstrated what 
happens when you launch into a truly nasty piece of air by 
getting 71 seconds (no damage!!) after a previous flight that got
to 250m and travelled 1.95km! Overall it was a good weekend. 

NSW had some events programmed for Monday (Open Power,, 
Open Rubber and a 2-minute event) but after consulting with 
Willy Weather (wind, rain) it was decided that flying anything on 
Monday wouldn’t be much fun so we all went home.

NSW State Championships 2023
F1A
NAME R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 Tot
Albert Fathers 240 158 144 180 180 902
Iain Haigh 203 180 180 180 154 897
Tahn Stowe 222 123 0 180 180 705
Matt Hanaford 106 103 120 145 155 629
Sam Kirby 73 135 100 115 80 503

F1B
NAME R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 Tot FO
Terry Bond 240 180 180 180 180 960 330
Vin Morgan 240 180 180 180 180 960 320
Gary Goodwin 240 180 180 180 180 960 315
Craig Hemsworth 240 180 180 180 180 960 29
Bruce Hao 240 180 180 152 180 932 -
Graham Maynard 140 12 0 0 0 152 -

F1C
NAME R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 Tot Tot
Murray Wilson 240 180 180 180 180 960 322
Roy Summersby 240 180 180 180 180 960 264
Gary Pope 240 24 180 146 180 770 -
Tom Linwood 240 - - - - 240 -
Andrew Linwood 240 - - - - 240 -

Victorian State Championships 2023

F1A
NAME R1 R2 R3 R4 Tot
Matt Hanaford 240 0 180 167 - 587
Sam Kirby 124 75 180 - 53 432
Albert Fathers 240 180 - - - 420
Iain Haigh 240 180 - - - 420
Tahn Stowe 154 - - - - 154

F1B
NAME R1 R2 R3 R4 Tot
Bruce Hao 240 180 180 113 713
Terry Bond 238 180 180 114 712
Vin Morgan 240 180 180 71 671
Gary Goodwin 240 180 115 120 655
Craig Hemsworth 240 - - - 240
Graham Maynard 240 - - - 240
Graham Maynard 140 12 0 0 152

F1C
NAME R1 R2 Tot
Gary Pope 240 180 420
Roy Summersby 240 180 420
Murray Wilson 31 180 211

PLAN of the MONTH: 
At Vin’s insistence, I have decided to extend the Wakefield 

plans range beyond where I left off with designs emanating from 
the early ‘60’s. In order to do this, I started thumbing through 
my collection of magazines and came across a three-view of 
Vladimir Matveev’s 1965 second-place model. Matveev had 
previously been on the Soviet team in 1959 where he met Bob 
Hatschek from the US. They swapped models, Matveev’s 
horrendously complex “Dragonfly” for the far more simplistic 
Hatschek model. Matveev must have been impressed by how the 
Hatschek model flew as he adopted the design (with variations). 
So the two plans in this issue of Flypaper show firstly Hatschek’s 
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original and well-documented design followed by Matveev’s far 
less well-documented version.

I had previously drawn up Bob’s model (back in 2006) and 
thought that, over the course six years Matveev would have 
made fundamental changes to his version of the basic Hatschek
design – No! Except for a bigger prop and a revision to the fin 
and boom, the two designs are almost identical. The change to 
the aerofoils and a slightly greater aspect ratio to the tailplane
being the only two other noticeable differences.
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VFFS Annual General Meeting – 5th July 2022 at the Terminus Hotel

Meeting opened at 8.00pm

Present:  Vin Morgan, Sean O’Connor, Mike Glaister, 
David Sutherland, Tim Denyer, Don Boughton,
Paul Butler, Martin Williams.

Apologies: Darien Cassidy, Leigh Morgan, Ron Neve,
 Harry Sokol.

Minutes of the last AGM: These had appeared in July/August 2021 Flypaper
Minutes accepted.

Treasurer’s Report: This was circulated - copy attached
Report accepted

Form 1, signed by Sean O’Connor and David Sutherland, which assert that the financial 
statement gives a true and fair view of the VFFS’s financial position, was provided to the 
meeting.

President’s Report: Vin’s report will appear in the next copy of Flypaper.
Committee Positions: With no further nominations the committee was unchanged.

President Vin Morgan

Vice President Darien Cassidy

Secretary Sean O’Connor

Treasurer Sean O’Connor

FP Editor Michael Glaister

Minutes Secretary David Sutherland

General Business: None

Meeting closed at 8.13pm






