
 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on the 
FIRST Tuesday in MARCH (7th) at the TERMINUS 
HOTEL, 492 Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. The meeting 
will commence at 8:00pm, 
March Topic: What items of club stock would be 
useful for members ?

Contacts:
Secretary/Treasurer:

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St. 
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:
Mike Glaister 0401 647 880

michael.glaister@gmail.com

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE March 2023
Vin arrived back in Australia and tested COVID-

positive. When he (they, the Australian contingent) left 
the US he (they) all tested negative.(There’s got to be a
moral here) At the time of writing, Vin has shaken the 
bug but is, apparently, still in recovery mode. That he 
was able to put together the following report on the 
Lost Hills meeting while still under the weather with 
respect to COVID is a testament to his commitment. 
Thanks Vin, (ED)

Lost Hills 2023
The Kiwi World Cup, the North American World Cup

and the 2023 Maxman Competition:
It was nice to be back at Lost Hills. The field was in 

fine form. There had been rain in the preceding months 
so the field was covered in green grass a few cm high. 
No dust. It made for very pleasant flying and retrieval 
either on foot or on motorbike. Trackers were useful 
but you could see models lying on the lawn hundreds of 
metres away.

The orchards, which in recent years have just about 
enclosed the field, have apparently lost their water rights 
(I understand there is a scandal about how they got them 
in the first place) and are in the process of being 
bulldozed. Trucks were moving across the far end of the 
field carting away the knocked-down dead trees. This is a 
huge boost for the field, which had been severely 
restricted by the trees. The flyers own the field but they 
don’t actually own enough land for flying in a breeze or for 
long flyoffs. Flyoffs have often ended unsatisfactorily due
to models landing in the trees and thus not being seen to 
the ground and suffering damage.

The weather was, as we say, perfect. No rain, light 
wind. It was very cold under the clear sky at night however
and early mornings were close to zero. On some days the 
temperature rose to high teens in the afternoon to make 
T-Shirts and shorts appropriate but for the Kiwi F1A, B 
and C, I was a bit cold all day in a parka. Otherwise, it was 
an enjoyable competition. The parka didn’t help with the 
launches much but I got through and therefore had to go 
out again the next morning.

Lost Hills town has grown. There are quite lot of new 
houses, the roadworks are just about completed (a big 
improvement) and, most useful for us, the new 
supermarket is operating. It’s still “El Toro Loco”, and run 
by the same people but much bigger and with much more 
stock. We didn’t have to make another trip into Wasco to 
top up on supplies (well we did buy up big on the way in). 
We (Albert, Vin, Roy, Craig) lived in mobile homes (RVs) on 
the field. We had to go with another company this time 
because the wonderful Apollo shut-up-shop in the US in 
2021 during the pandemic. The vans from El Monte were ok
but our Apollo vans always came with lots of useful stuff in
the way of crockery, cutlery, pots and pans, washing stuff 
and so on. The El Monte was empty, you are supposed to 
hire from them but the vans were already twice the cost 
as Apollo and we had some equipment stored in the 
container at Lost Hills with the motorbikes. We actually 
ended up buying some pots and we went with paper plates 
(like a lot of the other campers). I’m not so happy about 
this but it saves a lot of water (and time) and having seen 
the amount of paper wasted in the US food system in 
general it didn’t seem too bad. 

We will probably stay at Days Inn in LH if we go next 
year. The Apollo vans were very good value and we have 
enjoyed nice meals (and drink!) living on the field, but the 
cost of the El Monte van and the hassle of having to spend 
a night in Los Angeles before driving it, makes the idea of 
a warm motel room with unlimited hot water look pretty 
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attractive. Eating at Denny’s every night would be a bit 
grim though. I wonder what we could do about food (and 
wine!) We had a fairly relaxed schedule over the nearly 
two weeks. None of us flew any of the smalls (F1G, H, J, 
HLG etc) so the fine weather made for a lot of good 
trimming days between the three main events.

Diary
We all flew over on Tuesday, February 7 and met up 

for our overnight stay at the LAX Hilton. The next day 
we collected the RVs and set off for Lost Hills via Wal-
Mart in Wasco where we spent a lot of money (on food 
and drink for a week). It was dark by the time we had 
spent our allowance and we didn’t have any cooking gear 
so we bought Chinese take away from the Panda van 
parked outside Wal-Mart. We got a bit mislaid after we 
turned off the road onto the field. The campsite is 
hidden behind small hills along the road and can’t be seen
until you are just about on top of it. A few of the 
regulars were there – Brian and Janna van Nest, Tanya 
and John Buskell came out to say hello in their pyjamas. 
The Buskells learned that it was Roy’s birthday so they 
reappeared a little later more fully clothed (and 
accompanied by a bottle). We stayed up until the end of 
his birthday.

We used Wednesday morning to sort the vans and 
visit the storage container to collect equipment. It was 
calm and warm around 11:00. We went flying. Friday was 
sign-up (and pay-up) day for the competitions at the 
community centre in town. We flew early and then again 
later in the afternoon.

Saturday was the Kiwi competition. F1A, F1B, F1C. 
Seven rounds 08:00 to 15:00. It was a bit breezy, 
retrieves 1 – 2km all day, and cold. A flyoff around 16:00
was considered and then abandoned because the wind 
would have meant models in the cut -down trees and the 
forecast for the next morning was good.

Lost Hills (2)
Sunday. We were out at 06:30 (before dawn at 

06:45) to go for 10 minutes at about 07:15. Conditions 
were good. I got 6:21 for 9th and in the later F1C flyoff 
Roy got 8:01 for 3rd. After the flyoffs we went into LH 
for some supplies and to water one of the vans. 

Monday. Nice trimming day except Vin’s best model 
went left and fell over at the end of the burst. It pulled 
out above the ground but then hit the ladder on the back

of the van at high speed. Broke just about everything. 
@#$%^&`! ;*())(*&amp;^%$#@$%^.

Vin’s F1B – After Repair
Wednesday. North American W/Cup. The Australian 

2023 World Championships F1B team (Vin Morgan, Craig 
Hemsworth and Bruce Hao) team flew together. Vin and 
Craig didn’t do very well but Bruce got through including 
the 8-minute flyoff.

Thursday. The next morning the fifteen hopefuls lined
up in a small breeze for a 10-minute flyoff. Bruce looks 
very relaxed – no backup model set up. He launches early 
after minimal hand-turns. Timing is a bit problematic 
because the models are going over the line of parked cars, 
but it’s a beautiful flight. The model is seen to the ground 
– or at least very close. He gets 8:14, a fabulous time, to 
win.

Saturday: F1A, F1B and F1C. Nice weather. Bruce 
through again. Very cool, picking his own lift without 
distractions such as warm lift devices and often leading a 
flock of models. Bruce got 7:01 in the second (8-minute 
flyoff). 

Bruce Hao (Centre) winner of the North American Cup 2023

Observations
F1As now get well above 100m on launch although now 

not so many of the flyers are hurling themselves to the 
ground at the moment of release. It seems that even in a 
fairly light wind the latest low drag sections (some with 
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narrow flaps) can develop enough line tension and speed. 
Per Findal was the outstanding glider flyer; he won all 
three F1A events by convincing margins. Per does a lot of
practice that you can watch on his facebook page. Per’s 
final flyoff times were: 7:44 in the Kiwi, 8 minutes plus 
(he was the only person to get the 8-minute in the NA) 
and 7:38 in Maxman in early morning calm.

Lots of F1Bs are now wearing solid (carbon over 
Rohacell wings) and getting heights well over 120m. 
Perhaps the slick wings help. Alex Andriukov told me 
that the new technologies don’t give any marked 
improvement in performance over the old methods but 
they resist minor damage better.

New Andruikov F1B Blade Shape
Design changes over the last few years have not led 

to any dramatic jumps in performance but all the small 
increments add up.

F1C is a bit of a Babenko benefit. The current 
design is so good with a huge performance and, most 
importantly, relatively simple to operate and reliable. No 
geared propeller, steel (not rubber) wing unfolding 
springs, improved, stronger wing hinges, and Sidus timer.

And finally, entry numbers are actually a little up on 
those of 2020……. 275 in 2023 compared to 261 in 2020

Vin

EDITORIAL: 
While not wanting to chronicle the health situation of 

several members and their mobility difficulties (YE), it 
has become starkly evident that the “inaugural” Summer 
‘60’s Coupe Postal is a bit of a flop due in part to the 
above and the lack of any interstate response. I have 

heard rumours of several other flyers building suitable 
models but to date, nothing tangible has surfaced.

To date, only Vin and Leigh have posted a five-flight 
score, Vin’s flights being most impressive, I witnessed ‘em 
all. Sean, to the best of my knowledge, only one flight and 
ditto for YE.

I had, rather too optimistically, thought that I would 
quickly recover from my “Total Knee Replacement” 
operation and be out at Eynesbury a few weeks thereafter.
No such luck, I’m still hobbling around five weeks after, 
rehab is a real bummer! 

I write this both as an excuse and in the hope that a 
“Fetcher Old Fart” will come forward and volunteer to do 
the retrieving for me. 

My only excuse for not putting in more flights on what 
was a perfect day in mid-January is that the timer in my 
Ferion was playing up and, despite being reset, continued 
to D/T at 1 minute 10 seconds! A learned discussion 
followed and Vin pointed to the problems of soldering 
Nichrome wire, and that the latest version of Harry’s type 
M timer has an etched hot “wire” rather than a soldered 
one. I was a bit dubious about this explanation as the 
answer to my problem, but bowing to experience, greater 
knowledge and authority, I simply packed up, noting that I 
had to see Harry in the near future, in the meantime 
replacing the timer with a spare of the newer type.(not a 
field repair). I neglected the obvious; I had two Deuzios 
still in the model box ready and prepared to go!

Since then, Vin became pre-occupied with his imminent 
departure for the “MaxMen” event in the USA; the 
weather deteriorated (too windy) and flying enthusiasm 
ebbed.

Nothing further of note has occurred since that time 
and so very little to write about. For those contemplating 
participation in the Coupe competition, it’s not too late, 
with the rest of this month (March) still available for 
flying (and entry)

PLAN(S) of the MONTH: 
With little to do other than to be sorry for myself, I 

decided to draw up one of Phil Ball’s Open Rubber models. 
Sean pointed me toward a well detailed and accurate 
three-view of this model which appeared in Aeromodeller 
in Dave Hipperson’s “Free Flight Scene” column of May 
1980 PP 276-277. This month’s plan is based entirely on 
the information gleaned from that article. Its first airing 
was in February ’79 where it was hastily trimmed during 
the competition, which it won with a flyoff time of 6:50, 
easily exceeded in later competition. The design follows 
conventional practice, except for the use of diagonal 
longerons in the fuselage and an alternation in rib 
thickness in the wings – every second rib being in 0.8mm 
(or 1.5mm – take your pick). For my part, I always thought 
that diagonal longeron construction was an expression of 
some masochistic tendency, after all, what’s wrong with 
3mm (1/8”) square? Well, the diagonal longeron route, 
despite it’s initial jigging problems results in a stronger 
and lighter result. This is borne out as despite it’s size the
mass of Ball’s model came out at just over 100gm, to which
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something of the order of 125 – 140gm of rubber was 
stuffed into the seemingly weak fuselage. Considering 
that it was in area, some 11.5Dm2 bigger than a Wake of 
the period and carried some four times the rubber 
mass, there is little wonder that their performance was 
much superior to the International class, and provided 
some interesting and memorable flyoffs.

The late ‘70’s through ‘80’s saw the genesis of the 
really large Open Rubber designs, principally emanating 
from Ball and Hipperson (Artoo and others). As it goes, 
Ball’s ’79 effort represents a mid-point in the size 
madness, and with flyoff times eventually exceeding 15 
minutes, and finally having (provoking) the SMAE into 
calling a halt by limiting the rubber mass to 50gm.

Undeterred, Ball’s response was a really great model 
design to the new formula, (now renamed “BMFA 
rubber”). His “Waif”. (Second plan).(This appeared in 
Flypaper in 2013) and in the hands of a competent flyer, 
(I have one and I’m not competent) easily capable of 6 
minutes or more.

VFFS General Meeting – 7th February 2023 

Location: Terminus Hotel, 492 Queen's Parade Nth 
Fitzroy. 

Meeting opened at 8.10pm

Present: Sean O’Connor, Tim Denyer, Don 
Boughton,

Darien Cassidy, Arjuna Koralagama, 
David Sutherland

Apologies: Vin Morgan, Leigh Morgan, Mike 
Glaister,

Paul Butler, Ron Neve

Visitors: None

Minutes of the last GM: These had appeared in 
Flypaper and were accepted

Treasurer’s Report: Cash  $107.15
Bank  $5300.35
Stock $83

There is no change in membership.

Flying Field: Conditions have not changed.

Competitions:
Outdoor. Several members have posted scores

in the Vintage Coupe (postal) competition.

Indoor:  Flying recommenced last Sunday at
 Montmorency.

Committee Meeting: A committee meeting was held on 
Sunday February 5th. A wide range of subjects was 
discussed these forming the basis of discussion at this 
general meeting.

General Business:

  Website Sean and Arjuna to discuss

 Meeting Topics

Arjuna’s full-size model will be displayed at the 
forthcoming Avalon Air Show

Old models – how to dispose of them, eg Craft 
Exhibitions, etc.

Stock: bits & materials – what would be useful for 
members, Donations of surplus material can be 
added to stock.

Suitable small models to be flown in the Terminus 
meeting room

Builder of the model/flying someone else’s model
General Discussion

GEOYSD Proposal to hold this in December was 
agreed.    It was also agreed to include a rubber scramble 
as well as the end of year lunch.

Meeting closed at 8.50pm 

For those who actually missed me at the February 
General Meeting, In the words of Arnie, I’ll be back 
(March meeting)

The VFFS has had a simple website for many years 
hosted on a piece of server space available to Harry Sokol.

Sometime in the last year or so this became a 
'zombie' site; you could open it and navigate to the few 
pages it has, but it was not possible to access the site to 
remove out of date content or add new stuff.

This was not much of a problem during the covid lock-
downs, but recently we have decided to try in-house postal
comps making a website desirable to advertise the events 
& communicate the conditions and progress of these 
events to potential entrants.

It was decided to acquire some space on the www to 
re-establish our the site so I set about trying to find 
reliable information about the costs and limitations of 
various 'deals' on offer. During the course of this 
research I found some information posted on a forum by 
other Optus customers describing how to get around the 
problem we had.

Harry used this lurk to regain access to the vffs site 
which I was then able to update.

Although our site is working again, it seems like a good
idea to future proof things by pursuing the new site goal at
least partway. I'm experimenting with free hosting which 
appears to be at least as good as as what we currently 
have. 

I've put up put up a mini trial site here : 
http://small-vffs-test.42web.io/?i=1
to see how it weathers and if there are any user 

access problems.
Sean
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VFFS indoor at Sandringham Athletic Centre

The 21st of Feb was our first day for 2023. 

Six of us took advantage of the opportunity.

After some alterations David had good results with 
his LRS and Colin Parker's F1M. 

The LRS had its wing moved about 1 cm to the left. 
The pitch of the F1M prop was reduced 5 - 7 deg. 

After modification both easily climbed to the ceiling, 
the F1M putting in a pretty good duration for a test hop.

Don Bladier and Don Boughton also had Penny Plane /
F1M type models. Don Bladier’s was flying nicely while 
Don Boughton’s was inconsistent probably due to 
marginal longitudinal stability.  

Sean verified that his BAT monoplane had been 
tamed by a slightly enlarged tail plane.

It is now consistent and easy to fly. Like Don 
Boughton’s model it had been very touchy due to a 
shortage of longitudinal stability.

Tim had a fleet of pussycats and relations, but 
regretted not having bought his P-30 to sort out its CG 
and glide trim. 

Reg had a new fangled push me pull you device with 
movable CG. It has an octagonal planform with a square 
cut out in the middle where the power pod can move 
back and forth. However it appeared the CG range was 
not great enough to make steady stable flight possible.

Sean O’C
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