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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on the
FIRST Tuesday in MAY (the 2" at the TERMINUS
HOTEL, 492 Queen’s Parade North Fitzroy.

The meeting will commence at 8:00pm,
Main May Topic: Items for group purchase

Contacts:

Secretary/Treasurer: Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St.
Clifton Hill 3058 (03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor: Mike Glaister
0401 647 880
michael.glaister@gmail.com

EDITORIAL:

During the month the long awaited first email copy of
FreeFlight Quarterly arrived in my “mailbox”. Now to
those readers who subscribe to FFQ (and FFDU for
that matter) and receive their various editions via the
electronic media, the comedy of errors | am about to
describe may not be new, but to me it was a novel
and bewildering experience.

Having subscribed to FFQ since issue one, | wanted to
keep/have all of my issues as printed copies, and as
the printed copy was no longer an option, starting
with the current issue, | was forced to have it printed
myself, so | trotted down (easier said than done with
two knee replacements) armed with the FFQ file on a
USB stick to Officeworks and, after being ignored for
ten minutes by the various Muppets passing by, was
eventually asked “Are you being served”, to which |
replied an emphatic NO! And so it began.

| was directed to a printing machine and left there,
staring at this bloody electronic printing marvel,
pressing buttons here and there to no avail. Eventually
| was approached by Muppet2 who helpfully ex-
plained that to use the machine you first need to pur-
chase an Officeworks-specific “Print and Copy” Re-
charge Card, available in various denominations. After
shelling out $35 and thus
armed, | was directed back
to the machine | had previ-
4 ously vacated.

Print and Copy
Recharge Card

(o] =01 o8l Now if | were a 14-year old

officeworks.com.au

http://members.optushome.com.au/vffs/
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teenager, being confronted by this bit of GeeWizz
technology would not be a problem, but the reality is
that | am an OLD FART to which these technological
marvels are confusing, intimidating and/or downright
frightening. Now that is not to say that all geriatrics
are as incompetent as YE, but a Neanderthal caveman
would be quicker on the uptake than me.

After a traumatic period of trial and error (mostly er-
ror), | eventually, (with some help from the occasional
passing Muppet), got some sense out of it and printed
out a copy of

FFQ issue No87 in glorious technicolour. Very pleased
with myself | suddenly realised that the machine could
only print A4 when what | really wanted (as | was sub-
sequently informed) was for the file to be printed in
“booklet” form, collated and stapled and for which
task the file had to be printed on another machine
more technologically advanced and only available,
with incantations, by the suitably qualified Muppet.
This time, and after explaining EXACTLY what | want-
ed, the file was printed, collated, and stapled in short
order and | walked out of the store with a strange
feeling of triumph, embarrassment and loss, triumph
because | had achieved my purpose, embarrassment
because | must have appeared (not just appeared!) a
klutz and loss as | had expended $22 on a beautifully
coloured and now reject copy of FFQ — (Anyone want
64 pages - 32 pages printed both sides, of FFQ 877?).
The whole point of the foregoing drivel is that you
need to have some knowledge of the process and be
able to explain exactly what you want. To be fair to
the aforementioned “Muppets”, they were
(eventually) very helpful but rushed offtheir feet due
to staff shortages. One of the principal articles in the
FFQ issue so painfully printed as outlined above was
the sombre news of the passing of Hank Cole in Janu-
ary of this year, aged 101. Sergio wrote a 10-page obi-
tuary, copiously illustrated and detailing Hank’s life
and achievements in FFQ. | have no intention of trying
to add to, or attempting to outdo Sergio’s magnificent
effort other than to say how sad it is to see the pass-
ing of yet another great FF’er, an internationally
known and respected great thinker and star in the
Free Flight firmament. This month’s plans show two of
his seminal designs (it would have been three but |
ran out of time — next month perhaps?).



Attached to this issue of Flypaper is the announce-
ment of a P30 postal event and the rules that will ap-
ply. Now while the ‘60’s Coupe Postal did not attract
any interstate entries, it is thought that the
(perceived) difficulties of building a Coupe were a bit
off-putting (shouldn’t be, they’re not that difficult to
build), so the idea of a P30 competition should be
more popular as almost everyone has a P30, and with
commercially available (plastic) propellers, one of the

“problems” of producing a ‘60’s Coupe are eliminated.

One final point, last month something went wrong in
the collation of text and plan, the plan appearing in
“portrait” rather than “landscape” format. To correct
this, the plan of Georgi Benedek’s 1958 Wakefield is
attached to this issue (I hope!).

The President went to Narrandera and West Wy-

The Australian Free Flight Society Championships for
2023 were held at Narrandera and West Wyalong
from April 16 to April 23. The weather for the whole
week was fabulously good, however the Narrandera
field (North Oak) was muddy from recent rain and
some parts of the track in were a bit of an ask for two-
wheel drive cars. No problem for AWD however.

We didn’t fly on the first day of the program because
of the mud but we made good use of the afternoon to
hold the AFFS AGM (instead of on Tuesday evening).
The competition was moved up one day to use the
spare day.

On

CD Warren Leadbeatter in his special Contest Directors

uniform.
Narrandera field behind. It doesn’t look wet in this pic-
ture.

What happens
when you ride a
bike over the
field.

Monday the track had dried a bit. After a bit (OK,
quite a lot) of discussion we drove in as far as the first
boggy bit and set up. We flew the Widgiewa Cup from
this location. Conditions were good — sunny, not much
wind — however retrieval was tedious and tiring.
Twenty competitors got 77 maxes from 90 flights.
Flyoffs were required in all of the three classes, two in
F1A, five (yes!) in F1B and four in F1C. The flyoffs were
held the next morning shortly after 07:00. Tuesday,
originally the reserve day, was used for the AFFS Com-
petition. Fine conditions saw eighteen competitors get
78 maxes out of 90 flights. The wind direction had
changed (the Widgiewa flyoffs were going across the
road) so we drove a bit further into the field. All the
AWD vehicles could do this easily. People with front
wheel drive cars were ferried out to the flight line in
Shane McDonald’s truck. - Thanks Shane. The F1A fly-
ers seemed to have lost the knack and none maxed
out, but four got through in F1B and five in F1C.

For the Southern Cross Cup on Wednesday the excel-
lent conditions continued but there were no maxouts
in either F1A or F1B. An enjoyable flyoff between Roy
Summersby and Shane McDonald was held the next
morning (Roy 1, Shane 2) and was followed by medal-
lion and prize presentations for those not going on to
West Wyalong for the non-FAI events.

We moved from Narrandera (and for some Morun-
dah) to West Wyalong on Thursday. For me (Vin) this
was via Wagga Wagga to pick up Leigh who had taken
the train from Melbourne because she doesn’t like the
Narrandera field much but enjoys the farm at West
Wyalong. She has a point; after the mud, slush and
clay pots of Narrandera the smooth surface and

mown areas of WW was very pleasant.

West Wyalong is for the “smalls”. E-36, P-30, HLG



(combined with DLG — Discus Launched Glider), the
small FAI classes (F1G, F1H and F1J). There was also
Combined % open, Combined Vintage Indoor HLG and
Hangar Rat. There was even a scramble although this
was not an AFFFS on the AFFS program. It seems like
quite a lot of events but there was some unhappiness
about the lack of Open Power and Open Rubber. The
problem is that you can have everything at a Nation-
als, which is spread over seven days, but the AFFS at
WW is only four. There was discussion at the AGM
about modifications to the program. One suggestion
was to have several Combined % Open competitions —
they allow anything to enter — but actually completing
Combined % is difficult because there are almost al-
ways flyoffs and flyoffs are problematic at WW. More
discussion (and suggestions) is needed.

The Victorians had a pretty good time. | erred and
flew the rough and tumble model in the F1B flyoffs
and as a result only managed third. In the P-30 Flyoff,
Leigh got a second just ahead of lan Haigh. | was sec-
ond in E-36 and Leigh was fourth. | won F1G ahead of
lan (second) and Harry Sokol was second in F1J. In
Combined Vintage lan was second and Martin Wil-
liams was fourth. In Combined Open Vin and David
Shackleford were equal first (no time for a flyoff). Har-
ry was 8" and Martin 9™ . lan Haigh also flew in CLG
(7™) and Indoor HLG (3"). lan Haigh was a busy boy
and flew well in a lot of events. As a result, he was
Champion of Champions for the AFFS Championships
for 2023.

Minutes of the VFFS General Meeting held at the
Terminus Hotel - 4™ April 2023

Meeting opened at 8.05pm

Present: Vin Morgan, Leigh Morgan, Sean O’Connor,
Mike Glaister, David Sutherland, Tim Denyer, Don
Boughton,

Apologies: Darien Cassidy, Paul Butler, Ron Neve
Visitors: None

Minutes of the last GM: These had appeared in Flypa-
per and were accepted.

Treasurer’s Report:
Cash $57.15
Bank $5300.35
Stock $83

18 Full time
2 Non-flying
2 Part members

Members:

Correspondence: 2 copies of Control Line News.

Flying Fields:
Eynesbury is in good condition with several members
using it during the month.

Indoor flying events were held at Sandringham (6
members) and Montmorency (3 members)

General Business:

The ‘60’s Coupe postal competition was completed
with 4 participants. It is necessary to wait 14 days in
case of interstate entrants before declaring the re-
sults. The event was considered a modest success so it
was decided to run a similar competition for P30s
commencing May 1%

Vin will suggest names to be added to the mailing list.
Vin and Sean to confer whether any rule changes are
required.

Group Purchase of Building Materials and parts. It was
decided the first supplier would be FAI Model Supply.
Members are asked to view the website:
https://www.faimodelsupply.com/

and send a list to Vin.

Daytime Meetings/Workshop. It was decided to try
this format at the May indoor meeting at Sandring-
ham on May 16 th . Building techniques and special
materials will be demonstrated.

Discussion Topic: There was discussion of propeller
types and construction methods and how critical a
propeller is to performance.

The meeting closed at 8.37pm

PLANS of the MONTH:

The plans of the month are two of Hank Cole’s well-
known Wakefield designs, the first being his 1941
“Smoothie”, a beautifully streamlined “cabin” design.
Both wing and tailplane were of “sparless” construc-
tion, with unsupported leading edge sheeting provid-
ing structural stiffness, a feature he would carry for-
ward into subsequent designs. With a simple Vee di-
hedral wing, the layout was reasonably conventional
for the period, although the single leg retractable un-
dercarriage, while not novel, (Jim Cahill used a re-
tractable U/C on his winning “Clodhopperll” in 1938)
certainly cleaned up the design and enhanced perfor-
mance and would have made it very competitive but
for the fact that the Wakefield competition was sus-
pended during the war years.

Another feature of the design was the use of twin fins
mounted on the tips of the tailplane. Again not a nov-
el feature, but it simplified the rear end of the fuse-
lage and enabled a single-leg undercarriage to be used
(Wakes had to stand on three points unassisted as
part of “processing” in those days). Sergio, in his obit



(FFQ No 87) mentioned that (in addition to the plan
presented herein) another plan could be sourced
through Google by searching for “Hank Cole Smooth-
ie”. The plan is by Douglas Rolfe.

The second plan should be familiar to all, Hank Cole’s
“0O-So- Long”, a 1951 design produced very soon after
the Society of Model Aeronautical Engineers (SMAE),
the controlling body of the Wakefield Cup competition
at the time dropped the L 2 /100 cross-sectional area
rule and substituted the short-lived 10 sq.in.rule.

With the fuselage length no longer an issue, or at least
a defining restriction, Hank startled everyone by pro-
ducing the O-So-Long, it’s spectacular performance
led to the concept of a long fuselage being tried by
Joe Bilgri, George Perryman, Cliff Monplasir just to
mention a few. In smooth air, the long fuselage model
was hard to beat, but in the generally turbulent air in
which Wakefield contests were held, especially in Eu-
rope, the increased longitudinal inertia caused some
grief as recovery from any flight disturbance was slow

and sometimes led to divergent oscillations.

Somewhere about this time (1951) Hank adopted the
Davis series of aerofoils, which he used on many fu-
ture designs including his spectacular (and spectacu-
larly complex Plus4 Coupes)

Of the O-So-Long, several features stand out, the first
being the use of “diaphragms” or formers, equi-
spaced down the length of the fuselage. This was to
prevent, or at least minimise the rubber motor thrash-
ing about in the fuselage. Another unusual feature is
the extremely rearward placement of the Cof G—a
full 2” BEHIND the T.E!

The use of a single-blade propeller was also unusual
given that his contemporaries had, almost universally,
gone over to the Bilgri “X” block two-blade propeller
format (A little later, Hank did install a two-blade pro-
peller. | had at one time, Hank'’s original sketch of the
two-blade layout thanks to the late Devon Sutcliffe —
but | “misplaced” it!)




VFFS P-30 Postal Competition

VFFS Postal Competitions are a way of letting flyers from all over Australia participate in competitions without
having to travel large distances. In addition, because the postals are spread over a window of time flyers can
make use of days with favourable weather. The first postal for 60s Coupes ran between January 1 and March 31,
2023. Only Victorians participated. The next competition is for P-30 and will run between May 1 and June 30.
Competitors may make official flights on more than one day within the allotted time.

Rules as below.

7.1. Definition:
P-30is a simple rubber powered class for models with limited dimensions and with restrictions on the
type and size of propeller fitted and on the weight of rubber carried.

7.2. Characteristics:
No part of the model shall exceed 762 mm [30 inches] when assembled.
The minimum weight of the model without rubber-motor shall be 40 grams.
The rubber motor shall not exceed 10 grams in weight.
The propeller shall be a commercially available plastic free-wheeling propeller of between 23 to 25 cm in
diameter unaltered except for balancing and addition of a freewheeling latch.
The propeller may have one end sanded to achieve balance.

7.3. Number of Flights:
Each competitor is entitled to three official flights.

7.4. Definition of an Official Flight:
A flight of more than 20 seconds is an official flight.

7.5. Number of Attempts:
There shall be no limit on the number of attempts allowed in order to record an official flight.

7.6. Timing of Flight Duration:
The maximum-recorded duration for each flight shall be 120 seconds.

7.7. Number of Models:
A competitor is entitled to use three aircraft in the contest.

7.8. Classification:
The total time of the three flights of each competitor is taken for the final classification.
The contestant with the highest score is the winner.

7.9 Resolution of Ties:
If a number of contestants have equal scores at the end of the contest proper, classification order is de
termined by additional flights by those contestants.
The additional flights will have maximum durations incrementing by 30 seconds. 2:30, 3:00 etc.
Additional flights may be continued until the maximum is not achieved.
The time for the last, non-maximum flight is to be included in the total score.

Competitors are required to ensure their models and motors meet the weight requirement.

Time sheets/scorecards should include the date and location of each flight together with the recorde time.

The competitor and timekeeper must sign their time sheets and email a scanned image to the VFFS secretary at:
helical@netspace.net.au

by the 15th of June 2023.

The top-placing competitor will win a valuable item of aero-modelling kit provided by the VFFS.
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"0-S-0-L-O-N-G"

Designed by HENRY (HANK) COLE Jr. - U.S.A.
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