
 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on the 
LAST Tuesday in October (31) at the TERMINUS HOTEL,
492 Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. The meeting will commence at
8:00pm, 
November Topic:  Next Postal - Discussion on Prizes.

Contacts:
Secretary/Treasurer:

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St. 
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:
Mike Glaister 0401 647 880

michael.glaister@gmail.com

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE November 2023

There has been a little activity at Eynesbury
On 11/9/2023 Vin flew 60s Coupe at for Mark Braunlich’s 

postal. Dropped one. Nice day at the field, lunched at Birdy’s 
(the café at the Eynesbury homestead).

28/9/2023. Quite a good day. Vin put in three flights for 
the 2-minute competition (used a P-30), Martin flew his Junior 
Mallard until the tail mount broke. He then switched to the OD 
Oz Diesel and had a few low power trim flights but on higher 
power it turned in to the right (why ???). We had lunch at 
Birdy’s (again).

2/10/2023. Calm at Eynesbury. Vin flew did a bit of 
trimming of a new Wakefield. Martin flew the Oz-Diesel, Leigh 
watched.

10/10/2023. Leigh put in two flights of the VFFS 2-minute
competition. Vin flew a Wakefield.

There is another World Wide Postal, you could/should 
enter. It’s an E20 one. Harry S is going to and I probably will as
well. Harry has an own design E20 nearly ready and I have an E-
20 built from one of the Malkhasyan kits (GTS E20) that were 
distributed at the VFFS meeting on 6/4/2021. 

There is information about the E20 postal at:
https://www.e20world.com/

You can also waste some good building time by watching 
E20 stuff on YouTube eg:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YOck3ouVDrw
We could discuss this on Tuesday…

Vin
EDITORIAL: 

First, let me draw your attention to a few dates: First that 
the November meeting has been brought forward to the last 
Tuesday in October (31st) and the second, Darien’s GEOYSD 
announcement (below)

Regrettably, the free lunch provided in pre-COVID days by 
Joy and Bridget Cassidy will no longer be provided, a sign of the
times I guess, we are all getting older and the entry list is 
rapidly shrinking. However, there is a small coffee shop a little 
further up the road apiece where you can obtain nourishment. 
Failing that attendees can either brown-bag it or go to the 
SUBWAY fast food outlet on South Rd. - not too far away.

GRAND END OF YEAR INDOOR SCALE DAY

TO BE HELD AT THE SANDRINGHAM ATHLETIC CENTRE.
MONDAY 21st. NOVEMBER 2023

Rules:

1 Free flight scale, models, shall be of any full size aircraft.

2 The scramble models and scale models must be less than 30gm and 
rubber powered.

3 The placings for scale models will be won by the models that have the 
best (lowest) aggregate of static scores and flight realism scores.

3 The placings for scramble models will be determined by the three greatest
aggregate flight times scored between 12.00 noon and 12.30p.m.

4 Scale models must qualify for judging with a prior minimum flight time of 
20 sec.

6 The C.D. will perform static judging - Documentation is recommended but 
not mandatory.

7 If model ROG’s a bonus of 10 seconds will be added to the flight time.

8 The weight limit is as above (30gm.) Models with a wing loading of more 
than 6gm/dm2 may be allowed to fly at the discretion of the CD

Entry is free but there is a mandatory $5.00 contribution for the Hall Hire.

Lunch will NOT be provided, bring your own.

Regrettably there are no prizes this year

PROGRAMME

10.00 - 12.00 a.m. Test flying and qualification flying.

12.00 a.m. - 12.30p.m. Rubber Scramble

1.00 p.m. 2.00p.m. Lunch.

2.00p.m. - 2.30p.m. Static Judging.

2.30 - 3.45 p.m. Flight Judging.

4.00 p.m. Winners Announcement.

Another, somewhat personal issue, not all members experience 
the difficulties that I seem to encounter every time I have, when,
by necessity, had to get some article or plan or (in this instance) 
the emailed copy of Free Flight Quarterly printed. This is either 
due to bad luck, bad timing, or negative Karma.

On this particular occasion I approached the printing 
department of the local (closest) OfficeWorks establishment. 
Now to be fair, it was late in the afternoon and on a Sunday and I 
should, based on prior experience, have known that the “B” Team 
was in residence and to expect the unexpected, I got it in Spades!
Approaching the counter with USB stick in hand and a copy of the 
previously printed edition of Free Flight Quarterly I naively 
expected no problems. After explaining exactly what I wanted, I 
over-confidently waited for the file to be printed, collated, 
stapled and folded. What was initially presented to me was 
printed on A3 as expected but with two pages per side, a total of 
eight pages per A3 sheet rather than the expected four! Slightly 
annoyed but still outwardly calm, I waved the previously printed 
copy about and the Muppet went away with refreshed instructions
only to return with four pages per sheet, but this time it was A5 
size and in colour! Stifling my scream(s) of frustration I went 
through it all again, and this time what came back was what I 
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wanted but NOT stapled!! Departing as a dejected, frustrated 
and downright disgruntled OfficeWorks client, I resolved to 
return next day and talk to the Chief and not one of the 
Indians! Fortunately, on the Monday I encountered said Chief 
and within a minute my frustrations of the previous day were 
resolved. 

Moral: If you have anything slightly out of the ordinary to 
print, do not go to OfficeWorks on the weekend, especially 
Sunday, and when you do go, ask to speak to the person in 
charge.

As I have not received any news of the goings-on of VFFS 
members over the last few months I am reduced to reporting 
on what I have been up to (Actually I did get a message from 
Vin informing me that Harry has built an E20, so that’s three 
models available for an E20 contest, another Postal as noted by 
the Pres in his Prattle above). Anyway, after gluing all the 
disparate pieces of my Deuzio together (would have been 
quicker and easier to make a new fuselage), I decided that I 
should replace the propeller blades on both of my Deuzios, as 
the old ones were either broken, ineffective or very ratty.

Going back to Menget’s original shape as shown in the 
Aeromodeller plan, (wrong but the only shape documented prior 
to the cut-off date), I made six new blades four required – plus
two in addition to cover the inevitable breakages. While about 
it, I got cracking on making the propeller blades for my “Sofi” 
1956 Wakefield; the rest of the model has been in limbo since 
my change in address (demenage)

All of the blades are shown in the photo below, having just 
had the rear faces covered in lightweight fibreglass prior to 
finally shaping and covering the front faces, again in fibreglass, 
then weighing and balancing in pairs. The two Sofi blades on the
left are as per plan (Aeromodeller again) and are of constant 
chord and a bit weird-looking, they are, helical pitch though, I 
checked!

Deuzio and Sofi propeller blades – half finished

Front end of YE’s Deuzio – repaired! (The rubber bands stop
the wing pegs from falling out and being lost.

With regard to the fuselage shown above, having patched 
numerous holes, broken longerons, strengthening the rear peg 
position and covering in lightweight Modelspan (to preserve my 
dwindling stock of red Esaki), the weight came out the same!

Minutes of the VFFS General Meeting – 3rd Oct. 2023 
- Terminus Hotel, 492 Queen’s Pde, Nth Fitzroy

Meeting opened at 8.00pm

Present: Vin Morgan, Mike Glaister, Peter Greenhill,
Sean O’Connor, Tim Denyer, Don Boughton,
Darien Cassidy

Apologies: Ron Neve

Visitors: None

Minutes of the last GM: These had not been compiled.

Significant items from Sept are included here.

Treasurer’s Report:

Cash $81.15, 

Bank $5123.41

Total $5204.56

Stock $238.28

Members 14 Full time, 2 Non-flying, 1 Part member

Correspondence: None

Flying Fields:

Eynesbury is in good condition and was used on two or three 
occasions.
Indoor flying was held at Montmorency Sandringham was not 
available.

General Business:

It was resolved at the September GM to move the AGM to August
to ease compilation of an accurate balance sheet.
The End of Year Scale Day will be organised by Darien Cassidy and
held on November 21st indoor day at Sandy
Darien will also host a Christmas lunch at his home, 12pm Saturday
December 3rd.
It was decided to definitely go ahead with a new website host.
There was some discussion about our postals, mainly the current 
“2-minute” event. Entries are to be required to facilitate 
organization – mainly knowing when to close off. Entries should go 
the Sean’s helical address.
Peter Greenhill brought along some of Fred Roberts models which 
were dispersed to some members

Meeting closed at 8.36pm

PLAN of the MONTH: 
The plan of the month is of Laurie Barr’s “Licorice Stick” Open 

Rubber model, winner of the 1974 British Nationals. The model is 
of “conventional” size for the period, a few years before the 
advent of the truly gigantesque models of the Ball-Hipperson 
period.

Of conventional construction save for the diagonal 
longerons, which are stronger and lighter than the conventional 
square longerons usually employed, the rest of the model follows 
the conventional pattern. It had, apparently a really spectacular 
climb, easily outdistancing its competitors. There were 36 other 
competitors in the fly-off beating the crowd with a fly-off time 
of 9:09 
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