
 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on the 
FIRST Tuesday in August (6th) at the TERMINUS HOTEL, 
492 Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. The meeting will commence at 
8:00pm, PLEASE NOTE: THE MEETING ROOM WILL BE A 
SHARED VENUE WHILE THE DOWNSTAIRS BAR IS BEING
RENOVATED. WE HAVE BEEN ALLOCATED THE 
“BOARDROOM” AREA [BEHIND THE SLIDING GLASS 
DOORS])
August Topic: As always, bring along your current project or 
talk about your future projects and interests going forward. 
Note the two advertising flyers about upcoming events at West 
Wyalong. A Dixie or two perhaps?
Contacts:
Secretary/Treasurer:

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St. 
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:
Mike Glaister 0401 647 880

michael.glaister@gmail.com

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE August 2024
Hi Everyone,
 Not much flying at Eynesbury this month however Leigh and I 
ventured into NSW for the Mini-Maxout. See below (notes and 
pictures).

Midwinter Mini-Maxout, West Wyalong, July 27/28, 2024

A small number of flyers attended the Midwinter Mini-
Maxout held on the AB (Adrian Bryant) field on July 27 and 28. 
They were rewarded on the Saturday by one of the nicest days 
of free flight we have had for some time. Willy Weather had 
predicted light wind for Saturday morning, increasing in the 
afternoon. It turned out to be calm all day. Up until 10am there 
was basically zero drift, two-minute flights were circling 
overhead and landing a few tens of metres away. The sunshine 
and lack of wind meant that after the crisp early morning one 
layer of clothing was enough.

Most types of two-minute models were present (although no
A1 gliders) and in the early part of the morning when there was 
little or no thermal activity it was generally a matter of 
starting/winding and launching. The easy retrievals meant it 
didn’t take long to put in flights. Most people flew several classes
so although there were only nine flyers there were fourteen 
entries.
The wind predicted for Sunday arrived - we all went home.

Vin Morgan

EDITORIAL: To begin, thanks Vin for the report on the Mini-
Maxout, the field looks great, and judging by the scores (see 
Table below) the “experts” rose to the fore – not unexpectedly 
given the conditions.

Also, please note the advertisements for the upcoming events 
at West Wyalong in October. The events will be held on the same
weekend (18th to 20th), so if you are a “Scalie” the event starts on
the 18th and all disciplines of model flight are invited – including 
R/C! (I will refrain from commenting!). The first flyer 

advertising the Dixielander event draws attention to the fact 
that the Dixie has been around for 65 years! Incredibly it still is
a viable contest model and from a personal viewpoint, was the 
second power model that I built (from the Yeoman kit) and 
definitely the most successful. - George Fuller got it right! 
(Third time if you count the “Zoot Suit” and the “Stomper”)

Warren Leadbeater has a new retrieval bike.

Leigh launching her E-36 and holding her security chair.
Note the grass.(or lack of it!)

Vin’s P-30 - still going strong
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With respect to the Dixie contest, the max has been set at 
three minutes. This all but excludes anyone who wants to fly an 
OZ diesel – powered Dixie. Two minutes is an achievable max for 
a plain-bearing 1.5cc motor, but three minutes is stretching it a 
bit. (YE has a PAW 0.09CT – powered Dixie and an OS Max II – 
powered one, the OS-powered one is untrimmed so the above 
comment is not without some degree of self-interest)

Now to the apologies – always a feature of my editorials these 
days! I am still puzzled by the formatting of the drawings that 
were (did appear) in the July newsletter. Due to this problem, 
the two drawings are re-presented in this issue. (Hopefully 
without further problems)

AS noted in the meeting minutes,, we appear to have lost 
the Montmorency indoor venue, but the Sandringham site is still 
available, all it needs is greater participation.

Terry Bond had a modern F1G. Went well - as it should.
(Vin’s comments, not mine Terry [Ed])

F1J
Roy Summersby 120 120 120 120 120 600
Michael Towell 32 103 120 88 120 463

F1G
Terry Bond 120 120 120 120 120 600
Gary Goodwin 120 120 120 95 120 575
Vin Morgan 120 120 120 120 86 566
Michael Towell 120 76 75 120 40 431

E-36
Warren Leadbetter 120 109 120 120 120 589
Roy Summersby 74 92 120 120 120 526
Leigh Morgan 70 54 52 120 120 416
Natalie Beckett 91 100 97 59 60 407

OZ Diesel
Roy Summersby 120 120 120 120 120 600
Warren Leadbetter 91 76 120 120 120 527

P-30
Vin Morgan 120 120 120 120 120 600
Terry Bond 110 115 120 96 120 561

Minutes of the VFFS General Meeting 2nd July 2024
Terminus Hotel, 492 Queen’s Pde. Nth Fitzroy

Meeting opened at 8.05 pm
Present: Vin Morgan, Sean O’Connor, Don Boughton, Tim 

Denyer, Mike Glaister, David Sutherland, Ron Neve.
Apologies:, Paul Butler, Darien Cassidy.
Visitors: None
Minutes of the last GM: Printed in Flypaper.
Treasurer’s Report:

Cash        $7.15
Bank $5723.41
Total  $5730.56
Stock    $230.28

Members: 7 Full; 1 Part member

Flying: The monthly indoor flying session took place at 
Sandringham 
General Business:
The loss of Montmorency primary school indoor venue was 
confirmed.

Meeting closed at 20:23
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Models of the Month (and last Month)
As noted in the Editorial, something went wrong with the 

formatting of the July newsletter prior to posting. To address 
this colliption, the two “July” drawings have been re-attached to 
this months offering.

In addition to the above, I have been “milking” old American 
magazines for things to draw and I found a Roger Simpson design
in the August 1967 edition of “Flying Models” magazine. The 
model, named the “Southerner” Unlimited”, is a bit of an oddity 
as it is well under the American “Mulvihill” allowable wing area of 
300 sq. in., and is very robustly built – hardly an Open Rubber 
design comparable to the evolving UK designs of the period. The 
answer lies in the fact that the wings were from an old Wake 
with the fuselage and tailplane being built to complete the 
package! (Along with a new prop). The raison d’etre given for the 
design’s existence being to explore the use of really powerful (18
strand) motors. 

Going by the accompanying text, the model could climb, or out-
climb contemporary AMA-class “gas” free flight models. Along 
with most, if not all of Roger (and his brother Reid’s) designs, it 
has a certain elegance and simplicity. It would be a suitable 
candidate for O/R in windy weather, except for the fact that we
don’t fly in those conditions anymore!

Harking back to the “Satellite” 57 drawing(s) one thing that I 
haven’t revised is the size and taper of the wing spars! I have 
simply taken the dimensional values quoted on the original 
drawing and transferred them to my drawing – wrong! My drawing
is of an enlarged model (820 vs 600 sq. in.) and the spar 
dimensions should have been enlarged accordingly. Sorry about 
that! I’ll try to do better next time.

To finish, for this month, the Victorian Wakefield 
Trophy has been refurbished and brought up to date. It 
is currently residing with Bruce Hao (2024 winner) in 
Sydney. It was first presented in 1940 and in the 84 
years it has been won by a lot of eminent free flighters.

Year Winner
1940 A Smith
1941 E.O. Gregory
1942 Alan Lim Joon
1943 war
1944 war
1945 war
1946 war
1947 E.O. Gregory
1948 Jim Fullarton
1949 H Forrest
1950 Alan Lim Joon
1951 D.V. Waddell
1952 E.O. Gregory
1953 Alan King
1954 Jim Fullarton
1955 M. Haysom
1956 Ron Bird
1957 Don Boughton
1958 Don Boughton
1959 Jim Fullarton
1960 Sean O'Connor
1961 R Greenhill
1962 Sean O'Connor
1963 R. Wilkins
1964 Reg Allamby
1965 Don Boughton
1966 K. McKay
1967 Don Boughton
1968 not flown
1969 not flown
1970 not flown
1971 Reg Allamby
1972 Alan Edwards
1973 Sean O'Connor
1974 Reg Allamby
1975 Dave Tongway
1976 Merv Buckmaster
1977 Merv Buckmaster
1978 P. Roberts
1979 Barry Winter
1980 Barry Winter
1981 Paul Lagan
1982 Peter Smith
1983 Paul Lagan
1984 Gary Odgers
1985 Gary Odgers
1986 not flown
1987 Gary Odgers
1988 Gary Odgers
1989 Colin Collyer
1990 Richard Blackam
1991 Craig Hemsworth
1992 Don Blackam
1993 Richard Blackam
1994 R. Blackam, D. Blackam
1995 Don Blackam
1996 Richard Blackam
1997 Bill Gordon
1998 Richard Blackam
1999 Bill Pudney
2000 Bill Pudney
2001 not flown
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2002 Richard Blackam
2003 Leigh Morgan
2004 Terry Bond
2005 Peter Sikora
2006 Richard Blackam
2007 David Lacy
2008 Richard Blackam
2009 Richard Blackam
2010 Gary Pope
2011 Richard Blackam
2012 Richard Blackam
2013 Terry Bond
2014 Vin Morgan
2015 Craig Hemsworth
2016 Craig Hemsworth
2017 Craig Hemsworth
2018 Vin Morgan
2019 Gary Goodwin
2020 Not flown
2021 not flown
2022 Gary Goodwin
2023 Bruce Hao
2024 Bruce Hao
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