
 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on the 
FIRST Tuesday in February (4th) at the 
UNION CLUB HOTEL 164 Gore St. Fitzroy (Unless 
otherwise notified)

February Topic: As the Union Club Hotel does not have 
a private room suitable for the purpose of displaying any 
sizeable creations, bring along what can be accommodated
in a container the size of a shoe box (or smaller).
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PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE December 2024
It’s getting warmer, a few nice days but not too many 

calm ones. It would be good to go flying, but Eynesbury is 
a bit of a hike. At the last club meeting there was some 
discussion about using Radio Dethermalizers (RDT) to 
permit flying in some local parks. 

There are a few parks in the inner metropolitan area 
that would allow flights of small rubber or electric models
– say ones that travel 100 to 200m, the trouble is, on calm
days the wind direction tends to be highly variable so it is 
difficult to predict the drift direction. In small parks, you
have to use very short DT times, which sort of spoils the 
flying. But if you have RDT you can fly and just DT when 
the model gets near the boundaries. With luck some 
flights can be quite long. What to use? There are a 
number of RDT sets around, there is list of commonly 
used ones in the latest FFDU. For us Harry Sokol’s is 
available locally
. You need to contact Harry

Vin

EDITORIAL: 
I must apologise for the lateness of this newsletter, it 
was supposed to be published prior to the December 
meeting at the Union Club Hotel, but, in truth, I had very 
little to report or write about and only one drawing 
completed. Happily, the delay has allowed me some 
breathing space and I have been able to complete an 
additional three drawings, so this issue of Flypaper has 
FOUR drawings for you all to ponder about over the 
Christmas/New Year break. 

More on them later, so let me and the rest of the 
Committee wish all readers a Merry Christmas, a Happy 
New Year and a speedy return to the Terminus Pub! 

Nothing of note happened in December other than a 
Meeting at the Union Club Hotel, which, on reflection could 
be described as “the Pub that time forgot”! Tucked away, 
but very close to the very busy and very modern 
north/south thoroughfare of Smith Street, the Union Club 
has missed (or resisted) the onward gentrification of the 
inner northern suburbs of Melbourne and retains its turn-
of-the-century, (and here I’m referring to the transition 
between the 19th and 20th, not the most recent one).

The establishment exudes that patina of age best 
described as “inner suburban grot” (I’m going to get in 
trouble here! Sean has listed it as his second-favourite 
watering hole). The private room that we had been shown on
our previous “scoping” visit (with beer) still retained it’s one
incandescent bulb in the overhead sconce (capacity five) of 
about 25 watt? the room being so dim that it was hard to 
read the menu. Things improved when Sean approached the 
hotel staff and reminded them of their assurance that the 
lighting would be improved by the time of our meeting, 
whereupon they produced a table lamp, also of dubious 
illuminatory capacity (an addition of one or two candela).

Given the location, I was surprised to see that three 
more members, in addition to the committee, had appeared 
and we settled down to a quite reasonable dinner, after 
which Vin gave a talk on RDT systems and what was readily 
available. He had on display the Bodnar system, which was 
of especial interest to me in particular as I had pitched in 
at the time and we bought two systems; he had used his to 
good effect out at Eynesbury earlier in the year while I had
done nothing with mine. (I hope to have more to say about 
my experiences with it use in 2025).

Another discussion point concerned the Men’s Shed 
organization and whether it would be worthwhile exploring 
membership or some other form of affiliation. The idea 
being greater access to other indoor sites.

To sum up, our relocation, (hopefully temporary), was not 
a roaring success; parking in the vicinity of the 
establishment is not great, but the same could be said for 
the Terminus. One point in favour of the Union Club is it’s 
proximity to public transport, with trams passing up and 
down the nearby Smith street with some regularity. This 
argument could also be countered by noting that both 
Rushall and Clifton Hill rail stations are only a short walk 
from the “Termy”.
I am in anticipation of a return to the refurbished 
Terminus; I just hope that it won’t be too long!!!

 Newsletter of the Victorian Free Flight Society Inc. A0007493L
http://members.optushome.com.au/vffs/

Flypaper DECEMBER. 2021

 Newsletter of the Victorian Free Flight Society Inc. A0007493L
http://members.optushome.com.au/vffs/

Flypaper DECEMBER 2024

mailto:mkg_01@bigpond.net.au


VFFS at Sandringham Youth Centre in 2025
The VFFS has the use of the Youth Club hall 

at Thomas St Hampton on the following dates in 
2025.

Jan 21, 
Feb 18, 
March 18, 
April 15,
May 20, 
June 17, 
July 15, 
Aug 19, 
Sept 16, 
Oct 21, 
Nov 18, 
Dec 16.

Normally the site is accessible between 10am
and 4pm, but in recent times we run out of energy
a bit earlier. Apparently none of the dates clash 
with other current bookings. I will send out 
reminder notices month by month and advise of 
any variations.

Regards,
Sean O'Connor - VFFS hon. Sec.

VFFS General Meeting – 5th of November 2024
59 Roseneath St. Clifton Hill

Meeting Commenced at 8:05pm

Present: Sean O'Connor, Ron Neve, Don Boughton,
Mike Glaister, Vin Morgan, Paul Butler.

Apologies: David Sutherland, Tim Denyer, Darien Cassidy

Treasurer/Secretary’s Report:
cash $157.15 
bank 5056.81 
stock  209.28

members : 16 full, 1 part, 1 non flying
Correspondence: CL news.

The Dec meeting will be at the Union Club Hotel - usual 
times. We discussed a possible bulk purchase of RDT bits.
Also the possibility of setting up a Men's Shed branch, as 
a way to access> affordable indoor sites. (Discussion 
deferred to next meeting)

Meeting Ended 9:30

Models of the Month
I have classified (at least in my own mind) the four 

plans presented this month as the “Wistful, Weird, 
Whacko and Whimsical” This whole thing began several 
meetings ago at Vin’s place where I became the unwilling 
recipient of two cardboard boxes full of old 
Aeromodellers. As anyone who has been modelling for as 
long as I have will know, the last thing you need is more 
old Aeromodeller magazines. Making a virtue of necessity, 
I began perusing the pile to see if there were any that 
filled any gaps in my collection and to my gratification 
found magazines dating from the early ‘50’s, a time 
(epoch) when I was only seven years old and had not begun
reading, let alone collecting magazines.

What I observed was the quality of the content of these 
early editions, the editorial staff went to some trouble to 
inform budding aeromodellers (the human kind). What was 
evident was that each issue had at least three plans 
covering most of the disciplines. It was also clear that 
these early exponents didn’t have much of a clue with 
regard to trimming power models (here I refer to the 
Weird and Whacko designs) The four plans span the years 
from 1951 to 1959 and the progress over that decade is 
very evident. 

Starting with the Sans Egal, a beautiful A2, a really 
refreshing design in an era of stodgy, boxy-fuselaged 
English designs, it was a revelation to many others beside 
myself of the elegance of the A2 as a class and the Nordic 
influence on design. I built two (actually one and a half – I 
reused the fuselage after the original wings snapped on 
tow). Hopelessly outclassed by the modern day F1As it still 
performs flawlessly. Hence I look back on the days when I 
could fly it wistfully.
The second model, which I have labelled more than likely 
wrongfully as being weird, that of the “Clubman”, a power 
model with some claim to elegance, had a few eccentricities 
that I questioned. The first planking of the fuselage – The 
fuselage is single-curvature, a “ruled surface” as I have 
been informed, and could be easily (relative term) sheeted 
with two carefully measured, prepared and cut sheets of 
1/16” The second oddity is the extreme thrust line, - 7º 
Sidethrust and about 5º Downthrust!. In those days the 
idea of Washin in the right centre panel was an idea yet to 
be invented!

The third design, unkindly labelled Whacko by your 
Editor, is that of the ELF-AXE. I pondered the name for 
quite a while, visualising Santa’s elves in an aggressive mood 
carrying axes. Eventually the penny dropped when I read 
the text accompanying the plan. The name is a 
concatenation of the two words ELFin and battleAXE! The 
design is a scaled down version of an earlier 600sq.in. model
called – Battleaxe, the reduced scale version powered by a 
1.49cc Elfin diesel. The name notwithstanding, there are a 
lot of quirky features to this model, the Heath-Robinsonish 
DT arrangement, the peculiar longitudinal dihedral or 
decalage, the termination of the fuselage sheeting half way 
to the tail and finally the trim. The text suggests that the 
trimtab be offset about an eighth of an inch to the left – if
the resulting power pattern is banked too steeply to the 
left, correction is to be obtained by copious right 
sidethrust.

Finally, the Whimsical. When I first saw this in the 
January 1959 edition of Aeromodeller I was mildly amused, 
but had no intention of building it, simple as it is. The first 
impediment was that I lacked a suitable power source as I 
had, only a short while before, swapped a perfectly good 
Allbon Merlin for a larger Frog 1.49. – a really bad deal! The
second impediment is that I lost my copy of the magazine! I
hadn’t given it any thought until I saw Tahn Stowe’s version 
fly up at West Wyalong in the Scramble event. I began to 
realise just how well the “Arabian Knight” was suited to an 
event such as this. With enough power to sustain flight at a 
low altitude for two minutes and a precipitous glide 
thereafter. A real contender then and now!!











Radio DT and Small Field Flying
It is an unfortunate fact that all the good free flight fields are a long way from where 
most of us live. It would be nice to be able to go out for a bit of flying in the calm 
mornings or evenings but the long drives are a bit off putting. There are smaller fields 
closer in but flying on them has always been a bit fraught because the outfield is full 
of trees, roads, houses and impassable fences. Recently however, lightweight, 
inexpensive, Radio Dethermalizer systems (RDT) give a degree of control that has 
changed the situation making small fields usable on calm days - if you’re careful!
Of course for the true FF afficionado any sort of control of a free flight model is an 
anathema; RDT is just a step closer to RC and doesn’t fit with the spirit free flight. Free
Flight is different. With FF once you have launched the model there is nothing more 
you can do. If it’s going to crash it will crash. In some ways this is what makes FF so 
interesting and demanding. FF is difficult and a certain amount of skill and 
understanding is required to build a flyable model, to trim it out and then fly it. RDT 
takes a little of this away but I think we have to accept that the days of huge flights on
huge fields are long gone and RDT is a way of having FF enjoyment on currently 
available fields. There is also the shadow of compulsory DT for FF models such as in 
the UK so we might as well get used to it and as we noted might allow us to use small 
local fields. 
So, assuming we are going to fit our small-field model with RDT, we have two basic 
options. We can have a set-up where the RDT overrides a conventional timed DT; i.e. 
the RDT is an addition to a conventional timer, or whether we have DT solely by radio. 
The overriding (host timer) option might appeal to those who have always used a 
timer, and it’s sort of belt and braces approach so that even if the radio doesn’t work 
the model will still DT – but there is a penalty. Timers require buttons and a connection
to allow setting the DT time. They are therefore heavier and require access. The radio 
only DT is easier to install and most likely lighter. There is also a big advantage to the 
radio only system; you don’t have to press a start button to initiate the timer when 
you launch the model. You’ve never forgotten to press the button?? – you can’t have 
flown much FF, and although you can usually get away with doing this on a field like 
Narrandera you almost certainly won’t on a small suburban field. Most of the available 
RDT systems allow either overriding a host timer or as a stand-alone radio actuated 
dethermalizer.



Systems
There are a number of commercially available RDT systems.
Of course you can also use an RC set; just set up one of the servos to activate DT. 
Convenient if you already have RC gear although it might be considered RC by stealth.
I saw recently that Peter Scott is building a DH Beaver that he plans to fly (trim) with 
radio and then fly as a FF model. I think this is not what we FFers are planning.

Name Contact Type Availability

Dtox Harry Sokol
info@4dfx.com.au

Stand alone
or host timer

Limited
availability.

Contact Harry

Airtek
Ken Bauer

airtekf1a@gmail.com
+1669 205 2808

https://airtekee.wordpress.com/rdt/

Stand alone
or host timer.

Special receiver
for stand alone

Available

Bodnar Leo Bodnar
Peter Brown

Stand alone
or host timer

No longer in
production.

Limited
numbers

available from
Peter Brown

fifiuk@hotmail.
com

Aeris
(Sidus)

Massimo Ursicino
info@ffelectronics.com Available

BMK

Melih Karakelle
https://bmks.co.uk/

also
https://www.facebook.com/groups/

bmkfreeflight

Various.
Stand alone or

with
timers

Available

These systems don’t actually provide dethermalization; they just provide an electrical 
signal that then has to be used to actuate DT e.g. by the now almost universal, tip-up 
tail.
There are various methods:
A servo. This is the simplest solution, and now there are inexpensive servos listed on 
internet shops that weigh less than 2g.
A band-burner. Band burners are the lightest solution. Not all the RDT systems will 
operate a band burner without some intermediate electronics. The main problem with 
band burners is that the high current (several amps) for the heater is very demanding 
of the battery. It isn’t that the battery is discharged because the time is short, but the 
battery must be capable of supplying the current.
A muscle wire actuator. A neat, light solution that uses low current. But you have to 
make your own.
A pager motor. The very small, low current motors used for vibrating alerts in phones 
and pagers can be used to release a DT line.
A solenoid. The original Koster electronic glider timer used a solenoid. Could still be a 
viable method.



December 17th Indoor at Sandy
We had a good turnout with all the regulars present. Even 
Tim Denyer dropped in on his way home from rehab with a 
new hip. We are not much good at recording our activities 
at Sandy but I managed to scrape together the following 
with help from David and Arjuna. 

David flew his well trimmed Yvette tandem (plan in June 
Flypaper), and a Freebird ornithopter. 

The Yvette does stately ROGs despite a lack of wheels. 

  The Freebird has a smoother flapping action than I had 
anticipated.  
The plan and construction notes are here :
https://ornithopter.org/archive/freebird.pdf

Arjuna made a welcome appearance and flew two pistachios
as well as some bigger models.

Piper Cub

Tiny foam Pawnee glider tug

Arjuna has more information about these models on the 
internet :

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S3brDDrHWeE
[https://i.ytimg.com/vi/S3brDDrHWeE/
maxresdefault.jpg]<https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=S3brDDrHWeE>
Walt Mooney, Piper Pawnee pistachio - 
YouTube<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S3brDDrHWeE>
Couple of videos of my Pawnee pistachio in flight.
Plan available here: 
https://outerzone.co.uk/plan_details.asp?ID=3934

[https://i.ytimg.com/vi/1NabX0P21FY/
maxresdefault.jpg]<https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=1NabX0P21FY&t=4s>
Pistachio Piper Cub test flights - 
YouTube<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1NabX0P21FY&t=4s>
My Pistachio Scale Piper cub, details and test flights.build thread 
and more details here ; 
https://www.hippocketaeronautics.com/hpa_forum/index.php?
topic=25…

https://outerzone.co.uk/plan_details.asp?ID=3934
https://ornithopter.org/archive/freebird.pdf


I had two ornithopters, a monocopter and some other 
models.
The new ornithopter is smaller and too cramped for an 
ageing ham-fisted minder to load the wound motor easily. 
It had a cracked spar, so it didn’t get a trial. 

I call my design the Free Faze Flapper or FFF
The older model was newly repaired after some years out 
of sight in a box. However it flew as well as previously and 
the first flight started with a steep climb to the roof 
where it lodged itself in some steel mesh above a light.
I expected that would be its end and I might get some bits
down, but Arjuna poked it out with a pole and much to 
everyone’s surprise it continued flying with only minor 
damage to some of the ribs
The new FFF has a simplified structure with an A-frame 
fuselage which should convey torque to the tail more 
efficiently than the old system. 
In 2020 someone on HPA wondered if a rubber powered 
indoor McCutchen machine was feasible. That Summer I 
discovered that it could be done, but it would be easier 
with electric power using a pager motor driving a small fast
prop at constant speed.
The definitive article on  McCutchen machines is in the 
July 1954 Aeromodeller, 
OR ask Google to find charybdis & McCutchen 

        Sean O’C

New FFF wth A-frame fuselage

Older FFF at DISC some years ago

McCutchen inspired rubber powered  monocopter


