
  The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
the FIRST Tuesday in FEBRUARY (6th) at the 
TERMINUS HOTEL, 492 Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. 
The meeting will commence at 8:00pm, 
February Topic: General get-together – No planned 
discussion topic, just bring along your summer project 
and talk about 2024 and going forward.
Contacts:
Secretary/Treasurer:

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St. 
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:
Mike Glaister 0401 647 880

michael.glaister@gmail.com

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE February 2024
Happy New Year Everyone! Yes I know we are already

a month in, but apart from those at The Nationals and a 
couple of strangers (well, infrequent visitors) I met on 
the flying field, I haven’t seen anyone since the beginning 
of December last year.

There is a short report on the Nationals elsewhere in
this Flypaper. It was pleasing to see that despite the 
time and the distance the VFFS was reasonably well 
represented.

Vin

EDITORIAL: 
Well, to reiterate Vin’s brief PP above, welcome to 

another year of Free Flight. Hopefully we can increase 
our outdoor activities and make better use of our 
Eynesbury access this year - last year was an unmitigated
disaster! 

As far as I know, the International Coupe Contest is on 
again, but the convenor, Mark Braunlich was somewhat 
despondent about the future as the number of 
contestants was down for the 22-23 year. This may be a 
result of the AMA adopting Mark’s concept and including 
a ‘60’s Coupe contest in their Nationals programme or 
perhaps that the likely participants are growing older and
less enthusiastic. It should be noted that our Nationals 
programme also now includes a ‘60’s Coupe competition 
and as a result, has NOT diminished our enthusiasm - at 
least amongst the VFFS adherents. Unhappily, the ONLY 
competitor at the recent Nats that was appropriately 
equipped was our President, and as a result, no ‘60’s Coupe
contest was held

Entries in the 2023 - 2024 Nationals were, according 
to Vin’s verbal report, down overall, with only the Morgans
and a few other Southerners making the arduous trek 
north over the Christmas – New Year break - a return to 

the traditional Nats timing. I really can’t think of a worse
time to hold the event, especially as the ’19 event was a 
success. Vin has penned a report on the Nationals, which 
is appended below.

On another matter, during general discussion at the 
December meeting, YE was bemoaning the problems 
associated with sourcing balsa in general (Bunnings has 
ceased to stock the “Boyle’s Balsa” line), and while it is 
available at the few model shops worthy of the name, the 
lighter and more thinly cut sheets do no longer exist. Paul
Butler interrupted this tirade to say that a firm in South 
Australia can supply our needs in this regard. I promptly 
contacted them and ordered 10 sheets of 0.8mm, 6 to 
8lb/cu ft. Unfortunately while they could supply the balsa
by thickness and density, they don’t sort by grade (grain).
Nevertheless, my order arrived within the week, heavily 
wrapped and backed by a “free” sheet of 6mm, included 
to stiffen the package for posting. With a quantity of 
0.8mm/1/32” light balsa on hand I cast around for a 
project, and with both the Coviaux and Matherat giant 
60’s Coupes in mind, started building the biggest –
Coviaux’s effort!

Everything went well – until I lifted the wing structure 
up from the building board, the 0.8mm ribs have an 
unsupported length from the back of the rear spar to the
TE of over 100mm, and the structure had more wobble 
than a jelly! I tried diagonal bracing, but the bracing was 
as flexible as the ribs and added very little imprvemen. 
Eventually I solved the problem by putting 2 x 0.5mm cap 
strips top and bottom on each rib, however in the time it 
took to build it (the wing), I could have built an entire 
model! The remaining stock of 0.8mm, most of it, will be 
used for lightweight weight LE sheeting and tailplane ribs
of around 75mm chord! - Why do I get mixed up in these 
quixotic ventures! (More on the progress of this “project”
in future editions of F/P!!)

To conclude this month, the Scale Masters in South 
Australia is on for 2024. Details in the attached PDF.

73rd Australian National Championships
West Wyalong - 29/12/2023 - 4/1/2024.

This was another Nationals held at West Wyalong for 
Free Flight, Control-Line and SAMs RC events and run 
over the traditional New Year period. The Nats were 
somewhat marred by wind apart from the first day (Scale
(F4A) and Open Rubber) for which it was cool with a light 
breeze and the last day (F1G, F1H OzD and Vintage Power
(held over from the day before). Only one day was 
unflyable.

Twenty-seven flyers competed in free flight. The 
program was huge; the full 21 events however several 
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events had only three of four entries, one event just a 
single flyer and there were two events not flown because 
of no entries. It used to be that Nationals events were 
cancelled if there were less than four entries. If this had
been done it would have removed 8 events (but there 
would still have been ten 10). 
The time slot, just after Christmas and over New Year is 
problematic for some flyers. It was a sort of NSW 
Nationals (in Free Flight anyway). There were eighteen 
from NSW, six from Victoria, two from Queensland and 
one from South Australia. There were more Vics in C/L 
and the SAMS events, but I don’t know the numbers. Six 
from Vic in FF is pretty good considering the numbers we 
see on the field in Victoria.

Day 1. Friday December 29
Nice conditions, overcast with light variable wind. The 
launch point was moved twice to cope with changes in wind
direction, but the delays didn’t matter because the wind 
stayed low all day so it didn’t matter if you didn’t get all 
your flights in early. 
Roy Summersby won scale with a nice ABC Robin. 1cc MP 
jet for power. 

Roy Summersby’s ABC Robin –Impeccable as always Roy!

Open Rubber was one of the best-supported events of 
the Nationals with 8 entries. Good to see this classic 
event attracting competition, as it should. The field and 
the weather came together for a fine contest. Albert 
Fathers and Matt Hannaford maxed out. Albert won with 
282s in the flyoff. 

F4A Scale
1 Roy Summersby 745
2 Michael Towell 722.6

3 Philip Warren 711

Open Rubber
4 Gary Goodwin 520
5 Vin Morgan 488

6 Aaron Booth 354
7 Lachlan Booth 158

Albert Fathers winding, Iain Haigh holding – dangerous!

Albert Fathers launches his Boxall (Vintage) model in
O/R

Day 2. Saturday December 30
F1A, F1B, F1C. The forecast was for a calm morning and 
wind later in the day. There was a bit of mucking about 
during the first two rounds because the wind direction 
kept changing. West Wyalong is big and clear enough if 
the launch point is chosen to suit the wind direction. It 
just means you may have to move. In the windy conditions 
of the later rounds of models were travelling up to 1 ½ km
but it was flyable enough and all three events were good 
contests. Just one entrant in each class maxed out, 
showing that it was quite possible. No flyoff, which, in 
view of the wind for the next few days was probably just 
as well.

F1A
1 Matthew Hannaford 900

2 Albert Fathers 799
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3 Ian Haigh 627
4 Len Surtees 64

F1B
1 Bruce Hao 900
2 Vin Morgan 848
3 Terry Bond 781

4 Gary Goodwin 493
5 Phillip Warren 303

F1C
1 Roy Summersby 900
2 Andrew Linwood 854
3 Murray Wilson 800

4 Warren Leadbeater 663

Night Scramble
Cancelled due to wind

Day 3. Sunday December 31
Reasonable conditions for F1J and Vintage Rubber. No-
one flew Vintage Glider (There are a few V Gliders about, 
but they never seem to enter competitions. What to do 
about the event??).

In F1J, Roy made all the maxes with a modern carbon 
model. Harry Sokol dropped a bit flying a classic Class 1 
Power model and was second. David Shackleford had a bad
day. It was New Years Eve. The dinner roast outside the 
farmhouse in the warm evening was enjoyable. Lots of 
talk. 

F1J
1 Roy Summersby 600

2 Harry Sokol 416
3 Dave Shackleford 20

Vintage Rubber
1 Albert Fathers 433

2 Terry Bond 406
3 Aaron Booth 371

4 Ian Haigh 8

Vintage Glider
No entries

Dinner - NYE. Michael T, Roy, Natalie, Di, Gary, Others..

Day 4. Monday January 1
New Year’s Day. No sore heads because the free 
flighters were mostly tucked up in bed well before 

midnight. A bit breezy on the field, but less than the 
prediction and quite pleasant even for the P-30’s. There 
were seven starters and four maxouts in P-30. There was 
good flyoff. 

There were no big models in Open Power. Too windy?? 
Out of style? Harry Sokol won with a Dixielander; Roy 
flew an F1J – that went badly?

Open Power
1 Harry Sokol 497

2 Andrew Linwood 317
3 Roy Summersby 285

P-30
1 Vin Morgan 521

2 Matthew Hannaford 476
3 Michael Towell 454
4 Gary Goodwin 444

5 Natalie Becket 335
6 Terry Bond 238

7 Phillip Warren 120

Day 5. Tuesday January 2
Windy! Six starters in Scramble and it was hard work. 
Good to see Tahn Stowe come out of the woodwork to win
with a somewhat elderly Flying Carpet. Terry Bond doesn’t
run nowadays but he had the fleet-footed David 
Shackleford as a runner. Came second. The wind actually 
dropped later and for E-36 was not too bad at all. Roy 
Summersby flew consistently and got maxes. With the 
10-second motor run for the flights (5-seconds for the 
flyoffs) it shouldn’t be too hard to make 2-minutes, but 
you need the model to be in trim and you need to launch 
well. Vin Morgan managed only one satisfactory launch 
that maxed easily but the flat launches for the other two
flights got no height at all.
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Scramble
1 Tahn Stowe 474
2 Terry Bond 458

3 Matthew Hannaford 387
4 Lindsay Muffet 307
5 Craig Thornton 288

6 Maris Dislers 50

E-36
1 Roy Summersby 360
2 Natalie Becket 346

3 Warren Leadbeater 324
4 Vin Morgan 294

5 Sally Linwood 251
6 Harry Sokol 230

Natalie Beckett flying her P30 – a new face (Hooray!)

There were no big models in Open Power. Too windy?? Out
of style? Harry Sokol won with a Dixielander; Roy flew an 
F1J – that went badly?

Roy’s F1J doing badly? Appearances can be deceiving?

Sally Linwood, another new face, launches her P36

HLG, CLG, DLG only produced moderate scores in the 
wind. Len Surtees, surprisingly, didn’t win all three 
classes.

HLG
1 Lindsay Muffet 118
2 Leonard Surtees 74

3 Michael Owen 34
4 Geoffrey Hungerford 26

CLG
1 Leonard Surtees 109
2 Lindsay Muffet 96

3 Terry Bond 89
4 Tahn Stowe 55

5 Matthew Hannaford 50
6 Phillip Warren 49

7 Geoffrey Hungerford 48
8 Natalie Becket 45

DLG

1 Leonard Surtees 130
2 Michael Towell 129

3 Matthew Hannaford 103
4 Dave Shackleford 8

Day 6. Wednesday January 3
Very windy! There was a storm in the night with a lot of 
rain. Too windy at 08:00 to fly. We sat around in the 
farmhouse and had coffee. The events were postponed to
the next day.
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Day 7. Thursday January 4
It turned out to be a really nice day. Warm, with light 
wind. Out at the high NE corner of the field it was a 
pleasure to fly free flight. Vin Morgan, the only 
competitor, put in three F1G maxes with the Deuzio. Only 
three because the timer didn’t work on the third and it 
flew for 13 minutes, landing in a tree at the edge of the 
farm about a km away. It was retrieved with only tissue 
damage thanks to the 9-metre long carbon-fibre pole that
lives at the farm for just this purpose (you need to 
remember we have this piece of equipment). The model 
was 10metres high and would have been a difficult 
retrieval without the pole.

Len Surtees won F1H from Matt, and Martin Williams 
had a good day, winning Oz Diesel and coming second in 
Vintage Power. He flew the Stomper in both events – 
eight flights in all.

F1G
1 Vin Morgan 360

F1H
1 Leonard Surtees 480

2 Matthew Hannaford 288

Oz Diesel
1 Martin Williams 388
2 Michael Towell 204
3 Roy Summersby 87

F1J
1 Roy Summersby 600

2 Harry Sokol 416
3 Dave Shackleford 20

Vintage Power
1 Roy Summersby 516
2 Martin Williams 509
3 Michael Towell 298

60’s Coupe
Not flown

PLAN of the MONTH: 
The plan of the month is another of the mid-60’s 

giant Coupe experiments (briefly) conducted by Matherat
and a small group of like-minded French flyers – It’s good
that the experiments really came to nothing as if 
successful, it would have ruined the Coupe contests of 
the time. (The fact that I had a momentary mental 
aberration and started building Coviaux’ monstrous “Flop-
Flop” [and getting into trouble] really illustrates the 
effects of a prolonged period of ennui.) Going back to the
model presented in this issue, it represents Matherat’s 
effort in this quest for the two-minute max entirely 
under power – no glide required! What further can be 
said? If you still have the December edition of this rag 
available, compare the size of Matherat’s effort to that 
of Coviaux, Matherat’s model is big but Coviaux’ is bigger!

Minutes of the VFFS General Meeting – 5th Dec. 2023
- Terminus Hotel, 492 Queen’s Pde. Nth Fitzroy

Meeting opened at 8.01pm

Present: Vin Morgan, Mike Glaister, Sean O’Connor, Tim 
Denyer, 

Don Boughton, David Sutherland, Paul Butler.

Apologies: Martin Williams, Arjuna Koralagama, Darien 
Cassidy,

Ron Neve

Visitors: None

Minutes of the last GM,. Printed in Flypaper.

Treasurer’s Report:

Cash $201.15
Bank $5123.41
Total $5324.56
Stock $238.28

Members 14 Full time
2 Non-flying
1 Part member

Correspondence: Australian Control Line News

Flying: Eynesbury has not been used in the last month
Indoor flying was held at Montmorency and Sandringham. 
The Scale and indoor Scramble events at Sandringham 
attracted modest entries but were regarded as enjoyable
and successful by all participating. See the report in 
December FP for more information.

General Business:

Nationals at West Wyalong Dec 28 to Jan 4. Entries 
should be in.

Meeting closed at 20:16
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SCALEMASTERS 2024 
APRIL 13 - 14 2024 

 

Thanks to the Southern Soaring League Club and Paul Moorfield’s assistance, it’s on again. Just for fun. 

Flying small scale and sports models. Free flight preferred but radio assist is also OK. Small diesel, glowplug, 

CO2 engine, rubber or electric power, glider.  

What 
Flying in a relaxed format. No programme, so fit activity to weather conditions. There’s magic in how these 

models balance stability and trim to ride the air currents. Every flight is different. 

A free lottery for all participants, courtesy of the Graeme McRae bequest. Simply FLY A MODEL and you have a 
chance of winning this splendid late model D-C 
Merlin .75cc diesel with collectable green muff. 
Tested and tweaked to start easily and purr like a 
Mills. It comes with propeller, fuel and filler-priming 
bottle. 
 
Participants will decide on the coveted 
Scalemasters Perpetual Trophy for the most 
outstanding free flight scale model. 
 
Other prizes of kits from the bequest. 
 

This year we introduce a new challenge. A 

Precision Competition for any free flight 

model. The aim is to fly the model for exactly 

the nominated flight time – launch to landing. 

Determined on the day, depending on weather, 

but time will be around 20 seconds. Best flight out of three attempts counts. One point for every second 

over or under the target time. The winner is the one with lowest point score. Tie breaker looks at next-best 

flight etc.  Ideally suited to rubber powered models – a Delta Dart will do – but could work with gliders or 

powered models. 

Where 
SSL field, 1197 Nine Mile Rd, Milang. From South Terrace (B37), Strathalbyn, turn left at the United Petrol 

Station and follow the road for 13km towards Milang. You will see the green clubhouse shed on the left. 

Entry is via the northern gate. 

This field is flat, some 900 x 600 meters with good recovery areas. The main flying area of some 25 acres is 

cleared smooth pasture with the remainder being stubble. Word is that the area outside of the home field 

is reasonably good this year for our purposes. See photo. Please note that the property to the east, is out 

of bounds to us.    

Limited unpowered camping is available for Saturday night. Toilet block and water on site. Please advise 

me if you need it. There is no official charge but donations towards SSL’s running costs is encouraged. 

 Other accommodation options are available in Strathalbyn and Milang.  



 

 

 

No cars parked all over the field. Please park as directed along the upwind fence line, probably the west or 

south side, depending on the wind direction. 

If you are interested in attending, please advise me to assist with planning. jamd@adam.com.au or 

mobile 0417 819 061. 

Please feel free to send this email onto anyone who might be interested. Let’s make this a success. 

Best regards, 

MARIS DISLERS 

Convenor 

 

Please Note 
Entry gate will be opened around 

0630 which is just before sunrise, so 

don’t turn up too early! 

SSL has scheduled an RC towline 

glider competition on Sunday 14th. 

Where necessary, we will need to 

modify our flying, as directed.  

Self catering. BYO or nearest shops 

are bakery and general store in 

Milang (5 minutes), or 10 minutes 

back to Strathalbyn.  

All flyers (i.e. non-SSL members) must 

sign the visitors book for insurance 

reasons. 

This is a CASA approved model flying 

facility and must adhere to certain 

safety requirements. Maximum 

height limit of 1600 feet, which is 

pretty much out of sight for our small 

models. 
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