
 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on the 
FIRST Tuesday in July (2nd) at the TERMINUS HOTEL, 492
Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. The meeting will commence at 
8:00pm, 
July Topic: Vin to give a report on the AFFS Championships 
and the West Wyalong Fly-in (Refer to the results in this 
edition)
Bring along your current project or talk about your future 
project going forward. 
Contacts:
Secretary/Treasurer:

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St. 
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:
Mike Glaister 0401 647 880

michael.glaister@gmail.com

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE May 2024
The NSW/Vic State Championships and the Victorian State 

Championships (for F1A, F1B and F1C) were held at the NSW 
Free Flight Society’s field – The AB Field – at West Wyalong, in 
conjunction with the NSW Champs. (We fly there because we 
don’t have a good 3-minute field in Victoria anymore and the 
combined event attracts entries from Victoria and NSW (and 
one from Queensland)). In recent years the program has had to 
be trimmed to cope with poor weather but this year all three 
days were fine and very enjoyable.

Saturday June 1. NSW State Champs

In the FAI classes everyone now flies modern models that 
probably have 6-minute performance, so you have to do 
something silly to drop a round. In F1A this tended to be launch 
mishaps, which mean that instead of the glide starting at over 
100m it could be less than 50.

In F1B, Terry Bond got the round 1 max and then spent the 
rest of the time getting his model out of the solar farm. Not a 
big problem but time-consuming waiting for the watchman to 
arrive to open the gate. You need a spare model!

Gary Goodwin flew an untrimmed model in rounds one and 
two. Not sure why he did this because he swapped to another 
model and got easy maxes in rounds 3, 4 and 5. Richard Blackam 
provided the days excitement. As he pulled the motor out to 
wind the pin holding the Piserchio hook at the back end of the 
motor let go with the motor at full stretch. The half-tube just 
dropped to the ground but the Piserchio hook and the motor 
went between Richards third and little finger and did quite a lot 
of damage. He took it to the West Wyalong hospital where it was
x-rayed (a small fracture, but the bone was not displaced) and 
bandaged up.

Bruce Hao uncharacteristically dropped a round and Vin 
Morgan, who had prepared two short, strong, repairable models 
for the tree-surrounded field but then flew a long model with 
moulded carbon wings and better performance, didn’t drop any 
rounds.

The F1C score sheet is a sea of red dots broken only by 
Roy’s 40s round two which DTed at the top of the climb. The 

consensus is that the VIT line flicked the DT off the timer arm, 
probably because of a knot in the DT line. Not a good way of 
shortening the line, Roy. DT fly offs are a good way of breaking 
ties. Much better than a 10-minute eyesight test and 
lost/broken models in and behind trees. For the F1Cs a 90 second
time before DT was used. Warren clearly had the tidiest pattern
and therefore deserved to win.

Sunday, June 2. Victorian State Championships

Matt and Albert swapped places in F1A Richard appeared 
for F1B with his impressively bandaged hand. He seemed to 
manage all right, and he and Vin and Bruce were all clean after 
the 5 rounds. The DT fly off was set at 2-minutes. Bruce’s 
thermal sense is working well. He later said it felt good while he 
was winding so he just wound, walked out and launched. He got 
4:07 from a 2-minute DT time. Nice thermal! Vin (2:30) and 
Richard (2:09) didn’t get any good air.

There were two crashes on Sunday. Vin had a Wakefield roll
on launch due to the rear wing locating wire disengaging from the
pylon. It missed all the cars etc and hit soft grass so there was 
hardly any damage. Murray Wilson broke an F1C when the timer 
servo stopped turning the release disk. The motor stopped but 
the wings stayed folded, and the tail stayed down in climb trim. 
Andrew and Warren flew a 90s DT flyoff. This time Andrew won 
with 119s versus 110.

Monday, June 3. Victorian State Championships

Monday is a reserve day in case the “F” classes have not 
been completed or couldn’t be flown on Saturday and Sunday. 
The listed program had Open Power, Open Rubber and an all-in 2-
minute event. For this, you can fly anything that normally flies 
for a 2-minute maximum: E-36, P-30, F1G, H, J and Oz Diesel. 
Last year we all went home on Monday because the weather was 
awful but this year it was possibly better than Saturday and 
Sunday. It turned out to be a real Free Flight day. Lots of 
variety and lots of models that hadn’t been aired for some time. 
There was a bit of crashery.

Murray Wilson with ex-Don Boughton Open Power model – photo
taken before flight! The model is now ex!!

In Open Power Roy was the really the only entry with any 
performance and Sarah (daughter of Diana) easily racked up the 

Page 1 of 4

 Newsletter of the Victorian Free Flight Society Inc. A0007493L
http://members.optushome.com.au/vffs/

Flypaper DECEMBER. 2021

 Newsletter of the Victorian Free Flight Society Inc. A0007493L
http://members.optushome.com.au/vffs/

Flypaper JULY 2024

mailto:mkg_01@bigpond.net.au


required three maxes. Not entirely flawlessly though and one 
RDT was necessary to avoid a zoom to doom on one flight. Peter 
Scott had a modern system that caught him out. He uses RC for 
DT at the end of the flight (legal) and also RC the stop the 
motor at the end of the allowed run time (legal???). 
Unfortunately, this system allows DT at any time and if you hit 
DT instead of motor shutdown the resulting DT at speed with 
the motor running naturally folds the wings. A similar fate befell 
the Open Power model of Murray Wilson. A nice-looking model 
built some time ago by Don Boughton it also suffered wing failure
with an early DT.

Vin Morgan managed the only treeing of the weekend with a 
Deuzio in 2-minute. It was about 10m up however the retrieval 
was relatively straightforward using the 10metre carbon pole - 
only tissue damage.

Martin Williams with a Vic Smeed design - “Pushy Cat”
Martin Williams’ own-design Ozalisque (an amalgam of Oz 

Diesel and Odelisque – look it up) was looking fit to fly when it 
went straight ahead half looped and hit the ground. I know it is 
in poor taste to just go through the crashes, but it is a part that
you remember. Sally Linwood and Warren Leadbeatter didn’t 
break anything, and both maxed out with E-36. They did a DT fly
off later in the afternoon. Warren won. Sally also deserves and 
honourable mention for the scones and jam and cream at the 
flight line.

F1C Flightline
We have to mention the CDs. Michael Towell and Natalie 

Beckett, with a little help from Leigh Morgan on the Vic St Chs 
day did a lot to ensure smooth running events.

Vin

EDITORIAL: 
I must begin by thanking Sean for putting together the June 

edition of Flypaper. I was in no mental state to sit down and 
write or compile it after the passing of my brother.

Doesn’t time fly! Summer and autumn are gone and now we are 
at the start of winter, the leaves have fallen and the mornings 
are quite brisk if not downright freezing! It’s not all bad though 
as these cold mornings are generally the result of clear skies 
overnight and resultant calm mornings. Such was the case 
recently when a handful of members made the trek out to 
Eynesbury for what turned out to be a perfect flying day. (See 
report in this edition) In fact, we have had a succession of just 
such days recently, and these benign conditions have been taken 
advantage of on several occasions by a mixed bag of flyers, more 
for fun than any serious intent.
Now however, we are within the Southern Hemisphere “window” 
for the ‘60’s Coupe International and matters are a little more 
serious. As of this date I am pleased to report that three 
members have managed to complete their five flights very early 
in the allotted period. (Note that all three have completed FIVE 
flights – no fly off flights, so each has dropped at least one 
flight – leaves some room for manoeuvre for the tardy and less 
well prepared (YE and several others)

Reading the President’s report on the NSW and Victorian 
State Championships I was concerned to read of Richard 
Blackam’s misfortune. I can but reflect on a similar incident last 
year involving our Treasurer and YE. A fully-wound rubber motor 
is a dangerous thing, all the potential energy necessary (and 
more) to take an F1B to an altitude of 120+ metres released in an
instant! I think I’ll invest in one of those flexible protective 
shields that can be attached to the front of a winder! 

Now is also an appropriate time to remind members that the 
financial year is also drawing to a close and with it, your yearly 
subscriptions fall due. The Treasurer would appreciate prompt 
payment. On the brighter side, it is almost time to dust 
off/complete repairs to your ‘60’s Coupes as the Southern 
Hemisphere “window” opens (has opened) on the 1st of June.

Minutes of the VFFS General Meeting 4th June 2024
Terminus Hotel, 492 Queen’s Pde. Nth Fitzroy

Meeting opened at 8.10 pm

Present: Vin Morgan, Sean O’Connor, Don Boughton, 
Mike Glaister, David Sutherland,

Apologies: Ron Neve, Paul Butler, Darien Cassidy.

Visitors: None

Minutes of the last GM: Printed in Flypaper.

Treasurer’s Report:

Cash  $109.15
Bank $4973.41
Total  $5142.56
Stock  $230.28

Members: 14 Full; 2 Non-flying; 1 Part member

Correspondence: Australian Control Line News

Flying: Various members have been out to Eynesbury for 
outdoor trimming sessions.
The monthly indoor flying session took place at Sandringham 
Youth Club.
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General Business:
The loss of Montmorency primary school indoor venue was 
confirmed.
Meeting closed at 20:50

Discussion:
Don Boughton brought along two new ‘60’s Coupes, both 

Matherat “A et B’s”. With the dearth of coloured Esaki, Don 
chose to cover both models with some tissue that he had 
obtained from America (I suspect some time ago!) This appeared 
to be similar to Modelspan and according to Don, had a similar 
wet strength, i.e., it simply fell apart. Things were better when 
doped however and it appeared to be stronger and more durable 
than Esaki. 

Of the two models: Don had taken a more sensible approach to
the boom and it’s attachment to the forward “pod” fuselage. 
Instead of using a fibreglass fishing rod tip, he had rolled 
tapered balsa tubes and attached them directly to the fuselage 
pods. This is a much saner approach than that of Matherat (and 
YE) and results in a more rigid and better-aligned boom/fuselage
unit. Another feature of the models were/are the superb 
propellers. Don is a master at producing beautifully finished 
propeller blades, all helically pitched and to a Larabee profile.

YE’s immediate reaction was to “improve” his version of the 
same design (I had “broken” the fuselage at the boom/pod joint 
in order to make the model fit into an available box – it should be
the other way around!)
Eynesbury 23/06/24

Three members made the trek out to Eynesbury on a beautiful
Sunday morning. The drift was initially non-existent, but a short 
while after arrival, there was enough drift to the south west to 
make flying from the “airstrip” a bit risky with Meyer’s Bush 
being a few hundred metres downwind, so it was (reluctantly on 
my part) decided to change locations. After relocating the flight 
line to the rock field in the southern paddock, flying eventually 
got underway. As it was nearly 12:00, I decided to restrict my 
flying to trimming flights to sort out the (many) problems I had 
with the four Coupes I had brought along. Leigh Morgan had no 
such worries and was attempting to get her five coupe flights in, 
Vin assisting and YE timing. Vin had erected his thermal-
detecting pole and with its Mylar streamer wafting lazily in the 
mostly thermal-generated drift, it was almost of no use in giving 
guidance on direction but was useful in pinpointing any thermal 
activity. With little else to do other than timing, I reflected on 
the fact that the model Leigh was flying was the Deuzio that I 
gave to her three or so years ago – what a flyer it is, what an 
idiot I was! Needless to say, as I was timing the flights, I am 
aware of Leigh’s score, that of Vin and Sean are unknown and will
remain so until the results are posted by Dave Braunlich 
sometime in October. 
In all, a great day
Models of the Month

For two consecutive months the model of the month features 
a power model – is a trend developing in YE’s brain? – is there any
brain?

In reality I have had a very busy and problematic few months 
and in searching for something to present this month, came 
across an unfinished drawing of Bob Hunter’s “Satellite 600” (my
drawing has been enlarged from the original approx 600 to 800+ 
sq.in.) dating from 1957. As I recall, I started this drawing with 
the intention of building it, but dropped it in favour of the 1977, 
and simplified, version. (I am now reviewing that decision.)

Bob Hunter had been flying the “57” version of his Satellite 
for at least four years before it was picked up and published by 
Model Airplane News in their January 1959 edition. Prints of the 
original MAN drawing are available from the NFFS (US$11), or 
you can download the PDF and print your own, (Outer zone), or 
the one presented herein. 

Reading Bob’s (or his father Bill’s) accounts of that time, with 
the AMA-imposed weight requirements and the general travails 

of power modellers; it’s a wonder how they persevered, a model 
of the size shown would have to weigh 50+ oz! Fortunately they 
(AMA) saw the light and removed the weight (power loading) 
restrictions, resulting in the much lighter and somewhat 
simplified “70 Series” 

First, the construction of the ’57 model: The wing in 
particular, requires patience, diligence and accuracy. The first 
requirement is to make metal cutting templates, preferably 
steel, one for the top, one for the bottom of the aerofoil. After 
that, and using the templates, slice 36 top and then the 
corresponding 36 bottom ribs, then trim them individually to 
length (bottom ribs first), cement them to the pre-positioned LE
and pre-shaped TE followed by the (accurately) tapered and 
(bevelled) spars, not forgetting the “Cap rests” and finally add 
the top ribs. Even then you’re not done! The centre-section is 
different! A combination of “solid” and sliced ribs, different 
widths of top and bottom sheeting, bevelled spars etc. 
Fortunately, the metal templates can also be utilised to cut the 
solid full-depth ribs but the spar slots are deep and not much 
wood left. When the wing is complete, the tailplane awaits! This 
item is somewhat easier to build although tapered and bevelled 
spars are still required. As with the wing, construction is eased 
and accuracy assured with the use of “Cap Rests”, a nice touch.

Finally, the fuselage, a very solidly constructed item, basically 
a box constructed of 3/16” longerons and spacers faired with 
3/32” x 3/8” stringers and stiffened with 3/32” x 3/16” diagonal
braces, 3/32” sheet infill and quite a bit of ply. The tailplane 
keying method was carried over to the “70 Series” Satellites, 
and is very effective, but the wing was not correspondingly 
keyed to the fuselage, a strange omission. A real winter project, 
especially in 1957 with no computers, Internet or iPhones to 
distract you!

By comparison, the “70 Series” is much lighter and easier to 
construct (you will note on the plan that it is shown as 820 sq.ins 
in area. The plan being based on the Satellite 1000, reduced 
slightly so that the wing would fit in my car!). Several notable 
features have been carried over from the earlier ’57 Series, the 
tailplane keying as noted above, radial motor mounting (a strong 
point on the ’57 series, a weak point on the ’70 series – I’ve had 
to strengthen the nose on my model - twice) and the general 
proportions and layout. Other than that there has been a 
complete revision of structure, the elimination of an 
undercambered aerofoil in favour of a flat-bottomed one (with a 
sharp L.E. entry) and the retention of a large (40% wing area) 
tailplane. What is a retrograde step is the substitution of the 
built-up and streamlined fin of the ’57 with a flat-plate 1/8” 
sheet fin on the ’77 version. Given the fin size, it’s prone to warp 
- with potentially disastrous consequences! Just as an aside, the 
’77 wing is torsionally very stiff and light, but care needs to be 
taken when covering. I initially covered it with silk, drawn very 
tight when wet. As the silk dried, the chordwise compressive 
forces were starting to buckle the ribs! I ripped the silk off and 
recovered the wing and tailplane with Ikarex, a more forgiving 
medium.
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NSW State Championships 2024

Flyoff Total

F1A Name

Albert Fathers 180 180 180 141 180 861

Matt Hannaford 180 180 180 180 88 808

F1B Name

Vin Morgan 180 180 180 180 180 900

Gary Goodwin 173 148 180 180 180 861

Bruce Hao 180 180 180 140 180 860

Richard Blackam 180 180 180 0 0 540

Terry Bond 180 0 0 0 0 180

F1C Name

Warren Leadbeatter 180 180 180 180 180 124 1024

Murray Wilson 180 180 180 180 180 117 1017

Andrew Linwood 180 180 180 180 180 115 1015

Roy Summersby 180 40 180 180 180 760

Victorian State Championships 2024
F1A Name

Matt Hannaford 180 140 180 180 180 860

Albert Fathers 156 180 180 115 180 811

F1B Name

Bruce Hao 180 180 180 180 180 247 1147

Vin Morgan 180 180 180 180 180 150 1050

Richard Blackam 180 180 180 180 180 129 1029

Gary Goodwin 180 180 180 180 130 850

Terry Bond 180 109 180 152 180 801

F1C Name

Andrew Linwood 180 180 180 180 180 119 1019

Warren Leadbeatter 180 180 180 180 180 110 1010

Roy Summersby 180 180 180 165 180 885

Murray Wilson 0 180 180 180 180 720



2-minute FO Total

Warren Leadbeatter 120 120 120 89 449

Sally Linwood 120 120 120 60 420

Vin Morgan 120 88 92 300

Nat Beckett 79 102 73 254

Len Surtees 120 62 55 237

Andrew Linwood 96 82 0 178

Peter Scott 120 0 0 120

Open Rubber

Michael Towell 115 149 180 444

Gary Goodwin 180 0 0 180

Open Power

Roy Summersby 180 180 180 540

Peter Scott 18 123 0 141

Andrew Linwood 111 0 0 111


