
 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on the 
FIRST Tuesday in April (2nd) at the TERMINUS HOTEL,
492 Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. The meeting will 
commence at 8:00pm, 
March - April Topic: General get-together – No planned 
discussion topic, just a meeting of old friends.
Contacts:
Secretary/Treasurer:

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St. 
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:
Mike Glaister 0401 647 880

michael.glaister@gmail.com

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE April 2024
There are some Modelling/flying gatherings going on. 

Some of these have free flight and some have been going 
for some time. The Cowra Oily Hand Weekend is a 
weekend for flyers that enjoy flying simple diesel-
powered models. It’s held in August on a property near 
Canowindra NSW. FF, RC and CL.

https://cowramac.com/index.php/oily-hand-diesel-
day/oily-hand-diesel-day-2024-24th-25th-august/

There is also Scalemasters 2024. Although this 
sounds like a high-powered radio control scale competition
with models that have everything it is actually a fun event
for FF or RC assist models with small motors. Notice in 
this edition of Flypaper.

Also coming up in April is the main Free Flight event 
of the year (zero RC or CL) in our calendar. The AFFS 
Australian Free Flight Championships have now settled on 
a format where F1A, B and C are flown over the first four
days on the enormous (but difficult) field out of 
Narrandera. 

The whole show then moves to the New South Wales 
Free Flight Society’s farm at West Wyalong for the more
informal (fun??) events, E-36, P-30, F1G, H, J, Open 
Power, Open Rubber, HLG etc. Narrandera is one of the 
few fields in the world where you can have a 10-minute 
flyoff with a fair result because the models will land in 
the field and you will be able to see them down. But it is 
hard work because the surface is rough (there are 
cattle), the grass can be long, you can’t (at the moment) 
use cars to retrieve and it’s a long way from any 
accommodation.

West Wyalong on the other hand is friendly. The 
farmhouse has all facilities and possibly one of the best 
free flight libraries. The field is reasonably smooth, and 
you can drive on it. The downside is that it is not very big 
and there are trees (and a solar farm) on the boundaries.

Much closer to home (for some of us), is the VMAA 
Festival of Flight at the State Field (which is actually the
Northern Flying Group’s field at Darraweit Guim) on April 
6 and 7. You can see the first notice here:

festival-of-flight-2024.pdf (vmaa.com.au)
It mentions Free Flight - but the field is not very 

big….
I thought I would go along and have a look

Vin

EDITORIAL: 
To begin, I must apologise for the non-appearance of an

edition of Flypaper in March. I had returned from a 
week’s holiday in Hobart in late February and was still in 
“Holiday-Mode”. 

During the month (February), I received a 
communication from Roger Gibbs, now resident in the UK, 
(Stoke-on-Trent to be precise). Roger had to abandon his 
dream of a riparian life cruising the extensive canal 
networks of England due to health concerns and establish 
a fixed address in order to register with a GP, necessary 
to access the NHS. (Apparently water-borne gypsies are 
excluded). Tragically he had to dispose of his custom-
built canal boat and take up life on dry land

Since his dèmanagè, he has joined the BMFA and flies 
indoors at an RAF flight training school near Shrewsbury 
in, as he puts it, “a decent-sized hangar” with a 15-metre 
ceiling height! (Sandy has a ceiling height of 8 metres!). 
The hangar does have some issues with internal structure,
but the CO of the station “lends” one of his N.C.O.s 
equipped with a giant “scissor lift” (Cherry Picker?) to 
extract models hung up in the roof.

Roger is currently building a 600mm span DH89 Dragon 
Rapide for twin electric power. Nice to hear that he is 
still active despite his health concerns. Keep sending me a
bulletin on your progress from time o time Roger.

Last month (February) I mentioned that I had acquired 
some thin (and light) sheets of balsa from a firm in South
Australia. I was very happy with the service and prompt 
delivery but in my enthusiastic attempt to start on the 
Coviaux – designed ‘60’s Coupe, I forgot to supply details 
of the firm and the address. To correct this omission, the
full details are shown below. Some of the interesting 
items available are a good range of strip wood, and in the 
case of 3 x 3mm can be supplied as “hard”, ideal for 
longerons, even on coupes.
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I did mention in February that I would keep you 
updated on my progress on the very big and hopefully 
light Coviaux coupe. Well, due to the trouble I had 
stabilising the wing structure, I have lost a little 
motivation and not a lot has been achieved in the 
intervening period. One of the chief drawbacks has been 
the lack of time. The available time was spent in drawing, 
correcting and detailing the blasted Peanut plan in this 
issue. As I am now clear of that, I will attempt to crack 
on with the coupe project and hopefully have it ready for 
the upcoming ‘60’s coupe Postal – this year I will be 
ready!!

As mentioned in February and also in Vin’s President’s 
Prattle, the Scale Masters in South Australia is on over 
the weekend of the 13 – 14 April (final details in bulletin 
2 in the attached PDF). Another event, unfortunately 
likely to be dominated by R/C, is a “Festival of Flight” to 
be held on the week preceding the SA event, 6 – 7 April 
at the VMAA State Field. See attached PDF for details. 
Where the hell is Daraweit Guim?

PLAN of the MONTH: 
The plan of the month is a Peanut Scale drawing of a 

French racing aeroplane of the mid – 20th century, the 
Leduc RL-21. The information to hand came from a Zip 
file unearthed by Sean – I wish now that he had re-
interred it! The amount of cross-referencing and 
corrections to the information was very time-consuming 
and I still think that what is presented here is not quite 
correct! Don’t hold your breath waiting for the next 
peanut design!

Looking back through my files, I discovered that I 
had drawn a (now) total of 11 Peanut scale designs, the 
last in 2021. In fact most of the others were drawn 
during the Covid crisis! Just shows what I did to avert 
“Cabin Fever” during lockdown.

As far as the plan is concerned, the only real 
deviation from scale is a 40% increase in tailplane area 
and the omission of a lot of fillets and fairings. (After all,
it is a Peanut and needs to be kept light if it is to fly at 
all – Very few of us can build as light as (the late) Adolph 
Hass). In retrospect, one thing I would do (if I were to 
build it – and I’m NOT), is to extend the nose sheeting 
back to behind the rear peg. Anyway, below is a brief 
description of the real aircraft and its present location:

“The Angers Aviation Museum has announced the 
arrival of a new aircraft in the exhibition hall, the Leduc 

RL-21, an aircraft classified as a historic monument. 
After loaning it to the Aéroscope in Nantes (44), the 
Leduc family has just entrusted it to Espace Air Passion.

René Leduc was originally from the Pays de Loire, and
more precisely from the Pays de Retz (44). In 1925, he 
graduated first from his aviation course in Angers. From 
1927, he produced several aircraft including the RL-16, 
which broke two altitude records.

Many years later, he built the RL.21 in the dining 
room of his apartment which was located on the Rue des 
Martyrs (Nantes). After 12,000 hours of work, the 
completed aircraft was extracted (in sub-assemblies) by 
removal of the window of the apartment! Due to his 
limited budget, René Leduc could not afford a modern 
engine, and so acquired a fairly heavy second-hand engine.

Leduc RL-21 in the Espace aviation museum in Angers

In order to stay in the 500 kg category, René opted 
for a wing with a mast (to reduce effort and thus save 
weight) coupled with a fixed landing gear. While stationed
at Nantes, the RL-21 set 7 world speed records for light 
aircraft with the pilot Raymond Davy at the controls. On 
October 13, 1960, in a closed circuit, it flew at 316 km/h.

After pushing the engine to 160 horsepower and 
waiting several days for a favourable weather window, the
two previous records improved. - 334 km/h (500 kg 
category), - 332 km/h (1000 kg category). 

René Leduc made aerodynamic modifications to his 
aircraft: better-profiled canopy, lowered landing gear, 
rounded tips. New attempts increased speed and broke 
new world records on June 14 and December 24, 1966.

Instrument Layout – Plywood Fuselage Construction
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With a wingspan of 6.10 m and a length of 6.90 m, the
RL-21 weighs 390 kg empty and is powered by a Régnier 4
LOO engine of 135 hp. Its cruising speed is 310 km/h and 
its maximum speed is 340 km/h. It is the fourth aircraft 
classified as a historic monument at Espace Air Passion.

Minutes of the VFFS General Meeting – 6th Feb. 2024 
- Terminus Hotel, 492 Queen’s Parade Nth Fitzroy

Meeting opened at 7.55pm 

Present: Vin Morgan, Mike Glaister, Sean O’Connor, Tim 
Denyer, Don Boughton, David Sutherland, Ron Neve, Paul 
Butler.

Apologies: Martin Williams, Darien Cassidy.

Visitors: Arjuna Koralagama.

Minutes of the last GM: Printed in Flypaper.

Treasurer’s Report:

Cash  $241.15
Bank  $5123.41
Total  $5364.56
Stock $238.28

Members 14 Full time
  2 Non-flying
   1 Part member

Correspondence: Australian Control Line News

General Business: Vin gave a verbal report on the 
Nationals 

Meeting closed at 8.26pm 

Minutes of the VFFS General Meeting,5th March 2024 
Terminus Hotel, 492 Queen’s Parade Nth Fitzroy

Meeting opened at 8.07pm 

Present:   Mike Glaister, Sean O’Connor, Tim Denyer, Don 
Boughton, David Sutherland.

Apologies:   Martin Williams, Darien Cassidy, Vin Morgan,
Ron Neve,

Minutes of the last GM: Printed in Flypaper.

Treasurer’s Report:

Cash   $291.15
Bank   $5123.41
Total  $5414.56
Stock $238.28

Members 14 Full time

2 Non-flying
1 Part member

Correspondence: Australian Control Line News

General Business:
It was recalled that the idea of a picnic in the park 

meeting had been raised in the past. The grass circle in 
Royal Park was suggested as a good location that would 
allow some flying activity if the weather was OK. The 
next month or so would be a good time to try this. Can we 
pick a date?
(NOTE: There are two months-worth of minutes due to 
the non-appearance of the March issue of Flypaper – ED)
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SCALEMASTERS 2024 
APRIL 13 - 14 2024 

 

Thanks to the Southern Soaring League Club and Paul Moorfield’s assistance, it’s on again. Just for fun. 

Flying small scale and sports models. Free flight preferred but radio assist is also OK. Small diesel, glowplug, 

CO2 engine, rubber or electric power, glider.  

What 
Flying in a relaxed format. No programme, so fit activity to weather conditions. There’s magic in how these 

models balance stability and trim to ride the air currents. Every flight is different. 

A free lottery for all participants, courtesy of the Graeme McRae bequest. Simply FLY A MODEL and you have a 
chance of winning this splendid late model D-C 
Merlin .75cc diesel with collectable green muff. 
Tested and tweaked to start easily and purr like a 
Mills. It comes with propeller, fuel and filler-priming 
bottle. 
 
Participants will decide on the coveted 
Scalemasters Perpetual Trophy for the most 
outstanding free flight scale model. 
 
Other prizes of kits from the bequest. 
 

This year we introduce a new challenge. A 

Precision Competition for any free flight 

model. The aim is to fly the model for exactly 

the nominated flight time – launch to landing. 

Determined on the day, depending on weather, 

but time will be around 20 seconds. Best flight out of three attempts counts. One point for every second 

over or under the target time. The winner is the one with lowest point score. Tie breaker looks at next-best 

flight etc.  Ideally suited to rubber powered models – a Delta Dart will do – but could work with gliders or 

powered models. 

Where 
SSL field, 1197 Nine Mile Rd, Milang. From South Terrace (B37), Strathalbyn, turn left at the United Petrol 

Station and follow the road for 13km towards Milang. You will see the green clubhouse shed on the left. 

Entry is via the northern gate. 

This field is flat, some 900 x 600 meters with good recovery areas. The main flying area of some 25 acres is 

cleared smooth pasture with the remainder being stubble. Word is that the area outside of the home field 

is reasonably good this year for our purposes. See photo. Please note that the property to the east, is out 

of bounds to us.    

Limited unpowered camping is available for Saturday night. Toilet block and water on site. Please advise 

me if you need it. There is no official charge but donations towards SSL’s running costs is encouraged. 

 Other accommodation options are available in Strathalbyn and Milang.  



 

 

 

No cars parked all over the field. Please park as directed along the upwind fence line, probably the west or 

south side, depending on the wind direction. 

If you are interested in attending, please advise me to assist with planning. jamd@adam.com.au or 

mobile 0417 819 061. 

Please feel free to send this email onto anyone who might be interested. Let’s make this a success. 

Best regards, 

MARIS DISLERS 

Convenor 

 

Please Note 
Entry gate will be opened around 

0630 which is just before sunrise, so 

don’t turn up too early! 

SSL has scheduled an RC towline 

glider competition on Sunday 14th. 

Where necessary, we will need to 

modify our flying, as directed.  

Self catering. BYO or nearest shops 

are bakery and general store in 

Milang (5 minutes), or 10 minutes 

back to Strathalbyn.  

All flyers (i.e. non-SSL members) must 

sign the visitors book for insurance 

reasons. 

This is a CASA approved model flying 

facility and must adhere to certain 

safety requirements. Maximum 

height limit of 1600 feet, which is 

pretty much out of sight for our small 

models. 
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FESTIVAL OF FLIGHT 

PILOT REGISTRATIONS NOW OPEN 

http://tinyurl.com/mr38akf3 

APRIL 6 & 7, 2024 

VMAA STATE FIELD 

214 QUAYLES ROAD, DARRAWEIT GUIM 

 VMAA in conjunction with Northern Flying group would like to welcome all VMAA 

affiliated Pilots to a weekend of aeromodelling at the State Field The first of the Festival 

of Flight 2024 will provide an opportunity for all pilots to participate in a relaxed and 

fun environment. 

From trainer planes to jets, the plan is to establish a fun fly weekend with heaps of prizes 

available.  

 We will also be incorporating our postponed Twins and more from late last year. 

This is open to any aircraft that has 2 or more engines or two or more main wings, this sub 

section will be eligible for its own prizes across the weekend. 

A lunchtime display will be held to showcase some varied aspects of aeromodelling. 

Onsite camping is available along with the option of Spit roast dinner on Saturday night. 

Simply click on the link below, select and pay to be part of the event.  

Registration is from 9am with flying from 9:30 am on both days. 

Prize pool giveaways from  4pm Sunday, 7th April 2024. 

 All pilots receive a goodie bag on registration on the day and entry into the massive 

prize pool. This event is not a competition but a means to get together, present some 

choice awards, and have fun. 

For more info click on the link to take you to the VMAA site. 

VMAA The Festival of Flight 2024 

http://tinyurl.com/mr38akf3
https://vmaa.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e2241c293b33fb69a4ba5a7d0&id=413c8a28b7&e=b217955290

