
 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on the 
FIRST Tuesday in May (7th) at the TERMINUS HOTEL, 492
Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. The meeting will commence at 
8:00pm, 
May Topic: Vin to give a report on the AFFS 
Championships and the West Wyalong Fly-in (Refer to the
results in this edition)
Bring along your current project or talk about your future
project going forward. 
Contacts:
Secretary/Treasurer:

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St. 
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:
Mike Glaister 0401 647 880

michael.glaister@gmail.com

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE May 2024
(Perhaps next month?). Vin

EDITORIAL: 
Doesn’t time fly! Summer is gone and now we are deep into 

autumn, the leaves are falling and the mornings are quite brisk if 
not downright freezing! Now is an appropriate time to remind 
members that the financial year is also drawing to a close and 
with it, your yearly subscriptions fall due. The Treasurer would 
appreciate prompt payment. On the brighter side, it is almost 
time to dust off/complete repairs to your ‘60’s Coupes as the 
Southern Hemisphere “window” opens on the 1st of June.

If, like Your Editor, you have been a bit slack over summer, 
now is also the time to think about having an “outdoor 
experience” at Eynesbury.

In this issue, you will find five drawings, some of which have 
appeared in Flypaper on previous occasions. The drawings are of 
the “Power Quintet”, the five equal winners of the 1960 World 
Championship. I had, prior to this, intended to present them all 
together but was thwarted by the lack of documentation on 
several of the models. Nothing has improved in the 
documentation department, but I decided that “now or never” I 
would commit to finally drafting them all up despite the afore 
mentioned deficiency. My comments and notes on these appear in
the Model of the Month segment. You also may be pleased to 
note that the barrage of eligible ‘60’s Coupe designs has been 
(temporarily) halted. (It hasn’t ceased!)

Last month, Vin went up to the AFFS Championships at 
Narrandera and from there to the Fly-in at West Wyalong. (He 
was also threatening to go to the Scale Masters in South 
Australia) A very well travelled President! As a result, he hasn’t 
had the time to write his monthly homily but he did provide the 
results (in tabular form) - and a glorious photo of the dawn fly-
off. (See below) They are, along with a report on the Scale 
Masters fly-in (Maris Dislers), included in this issue. The fly off 
photo is the Widgewa Cup F1B event at Narrandera, won by 
Bruce Hao with Vin in second position followed by Richard 

Blackam. I think that I got it right no explanatory text was 
forthcoming.

F1B Flyoff 7am

2024 AFFS
The 2024 Australian Free Flight Society Championships 
were flown on the North Oak field out of Narrandera for 
the “F1” events and on the Bryant field at West Wyalong 
for the other classes. The F1 events also included F1A, 
F1B and F1C for the Widgiewa Cup and the Southern 
Cross Cup (which is a NSW Free Flight Society event).
The weather was exceptionally good for the whole time of
the Championships, comfortable temperatures, cool in the
morning but t-shirts later, no rain and generally light 
winds apart from the last flyoff morning at North Oak. 
Especially for West Wyalong where low wind is critical 
because there are trees!!!!
There were lots of maximums as you can see by glancing 
at the results.
A number of Victorians made the pilgrimage and, in 
view of the conditions, probably had a good time.
Harry Sokol, Dave Shackleford, Vin Morgan, Richard 
Blackam, Ian Haigh, Mike Pettigrew.

Model(s) of the Month
As stated in the Editorial, the designs presented this month 

are of the “Power Quintet” of 1960.
The World Championships of that year were held in the UK at 

Cranfield, a site not of great renown for it’s benign weather, and 
yet…! On this occasion, the usually malevolent weather gods were
looking the other way and the Championships were held in 
unbelievably calm conditions, conducive to, as it turned out, an 
inevitable fly-off situation. After the obligatory five rounds, 
conducted in perfect conditions, the organisers were faced with 
a total of 13 finalists, and so began the fly-offs! 

The weather had, by this time, deteriorated somewhat, but 
the wind did not increase, so the fly-offs were conducted in 
generally overcast and thermal-free weather (with the occasional
passing shower). After a real marathon of thirteen fly-off 
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rounds the surviving five modellers were declared joint winners. 
(It’s not stated in the report(s) on this event as to whether the 
organisers or the flyers were the most exhausted). 
Aeromodeller, in their September 1960 edition put out an eight-
page supplement covering this event. I have the relevant issue, 
but alas, not the supplement! Fortunately, a PDF of this can be 
found on: https://www.faipower.com/contest-results.htm

Now on to the models. Of immediate note is that all of the 
five winners models were powered by heavily “breathed upon” 
motors, particularly that of Giovanni Guerra’s, whose Super Tigre
Jubilee (ST G20V-G) had been factory-prepared by Giovanni 
Garofali, the patrone of Super Tigre! So, starting with Guerra, 
his “Italia 1612” model was some 160gm overweight, was 5 sq. 
decimetres under permissible area, was erratic on the climb but 
was still the highest-climbing model at the champs! The drawing 
herein has two references, that of the drawing in Aeromodeller 
and that of Frank Zaic (P41 1959-61 YB), neither of which are 
reliable sources!

The second model, that of Larry Conover, is well detailed and 
comes from an impeccable source, that of Dotty Conover, his 
wife and a really brilliant draftsperson. Larry’s model, “Lucky 
Lindy”, is close to the power loading and permissible area limits 
at 307gm/cc (300gm/cc) and 20.4gm/Dm2 (20gm/Dm2). Powered 
by an OS Max II, again well tuned, the model was also finely 
trimmed and gave no dramas during the contest. Of the model, 
both the wing and tailplane aerofoils were flat-bottomed, 
exceptionally thick and had a sharp entry – didn’t affect the 
glide though.

The model had a novel form of fine trimming; the central fin 
could be fed through a slot in the fuselage; less (or more) dorsal 
area and conversely more (or less) ventral area!

The third model was that of Sandy Pimenoff, Finland. Of more
conventional design, he used two versions of the same basic 
theme, “Number18” with an elliptical tailplane and “Ascender” 
with a rectangular one. Pimenoff also used a similar flat-
bottomed section on both wing and tailplane and both models had
identical fuselages with a ventral fin larger than the dorsal. No 
tail tilt was used for glide trim and no wash in on the starboard 
wing either! Looking at the official processing measurements, 
both of Pimenoff’s models came within a hair’s breath of being 
under-weight, just scraping over the 20gm/Dm2 minimum weight 
loading.

The fourth model, “Mister Max” of Rolf Hagel was a departure
from the then norm, with its highly cambered aerofoil, small 
tailplane with drooped T.E. and long moment arm and overall 
different appearance, it would have been a stand-out appearance 
wise from the others (Hagel also had a reserve model powered 
by a 1.5cc Super Tigre. It was the smallest model at the champs, 
smaller than either Eng’s or Grappi’s (both Swiss) models. There 
is nothing in the literature that suggests Hagel having used it for
any of the contest flights)

Finally, we come to John Sheppard’s  “Gloworm” of which, 
despite the inference suggested, were powered by ETA Mk I 
diesels! Drawing up this design caused me to do a lot of head 
scratching, doing which did not help one bit! I got it badly wrong. 
The drawing is under-area by a considerable margin, 2.8Dm2 in 
one case, but almost right on for the reserve. The tailplane was 
also under-area as well. The two references, Aeromodeller and 
Frank Zaic’s YB, were not much help as scaled dimensions varied 
with one another on the same plan! I can’t help thinking that, in 
documenting the design, the dimensions of the two models (first 
and reserve) got mixed up. 

Anyway, for what it is worth, the drawing represents an 
“attempt” at documenting the design. 

One final comment (or perhaps two) Why didn’t the FAI step 
in and instigate a fly-off motor run limit or increase the max? 
While the happy (and exhausted) five were all declared joint 
winners, the result is vaguely unsatisfactory. The whole point of 
having a World Championship is to determine a sole victor by 
virtue of model design and flying ability, not a test of endurance!

Second thought: The model designs of the period would be great 
for Vintage Power if we were to shift the cut-off date from 
1956 to 1960 (or 1970 even) – Just a thought.

Gary Odgers flying his Big Dixie at the 2013 AFFS Champs

Minutes of the VFFS General Meeting – 2nd April 2024 
- Terminus Hotel, 492 Queen’s Pde. Nth Fitzroy

Meeting opened at 8.01pm

Present: Vin Morgan, Mike Glaister, Sean O’Connor, Tim Denyer, 
Don Boughton, David Sutherland, Darien Cassidy

Apologies: Ron Neve, Paul Butler.

Visitors: None

Minutes of the last GM,. Printed in Flypaper.

Treasurer’s Report:

Cash $51.15
Bank $5323.41
Total $5274.56
Stock $238.28

Members 14 Full 
2 Non-flying
1 Part member

Correspondence: Australian Control Line News

Flying: Eynesbury has not been used in the last month
Indoor flying was held at Montmorency and Sandringham. 

General Business:The idea of a picnic at/near the grass circle in 
Royal Park was discussed and possible dates were propossed.

AFFS Championships at Narrandera and fly-in at West Wyalong 
in April.

Meeting closed at 20:16VFFS  time.
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AFFS Championships 2024

Widgiewa Cup

F1A Total E-36 Total FO

1 Zhiping She 240 180 180 180 180 960 1 Warren Leadbeater 120 120 120 360 86

2 Albert Fathers 187 180 180 180 180 907 2 David Shackleford 120 120 120 360 55

3 Matt Hannaford 240 180 180 61 180 841 3 Malcolm Campbell 120 120 120 360 54

4 Malcolm Campbell 233 158 161 180 0 732 4 Andrew Linwood 120 120 120 360 51

5 Ian Haigh 240 127 180 180 0 727 5 Michael Towell 120 92 120 332

6 Na Wang 191 119 133 180 0 623 6 Harry Sokol 88 120 120 328

7 Vin Morgan 75 101 120 296

F1B Total FO 8 Roy Summersby 120 104 70 294

1 Bruce Hao 240 180 180 180 180 960 412 9 Natalie Beckett 95 120 73 288

2 Vin Morgan 240 180 180 180 180 960 356 10 Kathy Burford 120 58 21 199

3 Richard Blackam 240 180 180 180 180 960 338

5 Gary Goodwin 240 180 180 141 180 921 High

6 Terry Bond 240 180 180 180 137 917 Combined Mini. F1G, F1H, F1J Total time

7 Xinpu Sheng 240 133 180 111 180 844 1 Roy Summersby 120 120 120 120 120 600 198

4 Yunsheng Wu 240 0 0 180 151 571 2 Shayne McDonald 120 120 114 120 120 594 235

8 Chris Behr 51 51 3 Vin Morgan 120 120 120 98 120 578

4 Harry Sokol 115 120 85 120 120 560

F1C Total FO 5 Tahn Stowe 74 120 120 120 120 554

1 Andrew Linwood 240 180 180 180 180 960 458 6 Gary Goodwin 104 107 83 120 55 469

2 Yuan Gao 240 180 180 180 180 960 457 7 Mike Towell 120 97 120 70 0 407 237

3 Roy Summersby 240 180 180 180 180 960 370 8 Matt Hannaford 6 120 45 58 104 333

4 Ulzil Erdenebayar 240 180 180 180 180 960 328 9 Ian Haigh 87 87 120 0 0 294

5 Gary Pope 240 180 180 180 130 910

6 Warren Leadbeater 240 180 180 180 61 841 Combined Vintage Total

7 Murray Wilson 240 180 175 70 0 665 1 Roy Summersby Eliminator 1953 172 180 180 532

2 Warren Leadbeater Stomper 1953 180 73 177 430

AFFS 3 Ian Haigh Lamb Climber 1941180 149 180 509

F1A Total FO 4 Peter Scott Dreamweaver 1956166 164 164 494

1 Zhiping She 240 180 180 180 180 960 600 5 Gary Goodwin Eliminator 1953 180 49 26 255

2 Na Wang 240 180 180 180 180 960 300

3 Malcolm Campbell 219 180 180 145 180 904 Combined % Open Max % FO

4 Albert Fathers 208 110 180 180 156 834 1 Roy Summersby 120 120 120 120 100 298

5 Matt Hannaford 232 154 151 180 74 791 2 Matt Hannaford 120 120 120 120 100 158

6 Ian Haigh 107 128 95 90 180 600 3 Warren Leadbeater 120 120 120 120 100 142

4 Malcolm Campbell 120 120 120 120 100 125

F1B 5 Natalie Beckett 120 120 120 120 100 88

1 Xinpu Sheng 240 180 180 180 180 960 6 Andrew Linwood 161 180 180 180 96

2 Craig Hemsworth 240 180 180 174 180 954 7 Dave Shackleford 94 120 120 120 93

3 Vin Morgan 240 180 180 180 169 949 8 Harry Sokol 64 120 120 120 84

4 Gary Goodwin 222 180 180 180 180 942 9 Peter Scott 148 180 122 180 83

5 Bruce Hao 214 180 180 180 180 934 10 Gary Goodwin 120 55 101 120 77

6 Richard Blackam 235 180 115 180 180 890 11 Ian Haigh 120 63 0 120 51

7 Terry Bond 198 180 180 104 180 842

8 Chris Behr 193 0 51 125 87 456 Open Power Total

9 Yunshen Wu 240 180 0 0 0 420 1 Andrew Linwood 143 130 180 453

2 Harry Sokol 166 154 97 417

F1C Total FO 3 Roy Summersby 33 180 180 393

1 Yuan Gao 240 180 180 180 180 960 367 4 Peter Scott 147 144 61 352

2 Ulzil Erdenebayar 240 180 180 180 180 960 340 5 Gary Goodwin 180 65 86 331

3 Andrew Linwood 240 180 180 180 180 960 325 6 Warren Leadbeater 43 91 0 134

4 Roy Summersby 240 180 180 180 180 960 277

5 Murray Wilson 240 180 180 159 180 939 Best

6 Warren Leadbeater 240 180 180 180 140 920 CLG 3

7 Gary Pope 240 180 59 0 0 479 1 Malcolm Campbell 26 60 43 25 60 42 163

2 Natalie Beckett 44 44 46 5 32 60 150

HLG/DLG Best 3 3 Michael Towell 3 42 14 39 60 19 141

1 Matt Hannaford 25 24 48 24 30 11 103 4 Ian Haigh 56 23 39 9 44 24 139

2 Dave Shackleford 9 26 19 31 12 16 76 5 Kathy Burford 56 26 18 26 42 37 135

3 Malcolm Campbell 10 15 9 2 3 11 36 6 Matt Hannaford 14 21 13 27 33 30 90



P-30 Total FO

1 Vin Morgan 120 120 120 360 198 Champion of Champions points

2 Matt Hannaford 120 120 120 360 153 Points # events # of 1st

3 Ian Haigh 120 120 92 332 Roy Summersby 668 7 3

4 Natalie Becket 116 91 120 327 Gary Goodwin 655 8 0

5 Gary Goodwin 98 114 95 307 Matt Hannaford 581 7 0

6 Michael Towell 87 86 120 293 Vin Morgan 577 6 2

Ian Haigh 526 9 0

Open Rubber Total FO Malcolm Campbell 505 6 1

1 Vin Morgan 180 180 180 540 314 Andrew Linwood 496 5 2

2 Gary Goodwin 180 180 180 540 209 Warren Leadbeater 494 6 1

3 Ian Haigh 82 82 Harry Sokol 361 4 0

Natalie Beckett 272 3 0

Southern Cross Cup Michael Towell 260 3 0

F1A Total FO Bruce Hao 197 2 1

1 Matt Hannaford 180 180 180 180 180 900 180 Richard Blackam 193 1 0

2 Ian Haigh 180 180 180 180 180 900 144 Terry Bond 183 2 0

3 Na Wang 180 140 180 180 180 860 Albert Fathers 181 2 0

4 Zhiping She 180 136 156 180 180 832 Murray Wilson 167 2 0

5 Albert Fathers 180 180 180 67 134 741 Dave Shackleford 167 2 0

6 Malcolm Campbell 128 121 180 46 60 535 Gary Pope 145 2 0

Kathy Burford 138 2 0

F1B Total Craig Hemsworth 99 1 0

1 Bruce Hao 180 180 180 180 180 900 Shayne McDonald 99 1 0

2 Vin Morgan 180 180 180 169 180 889 Chris Behr 5.3 2 0

3 Xinpu Sheng 180 180 180 180 163 883

4 Richard Blackam 180 180 180 180 127 847

5 Gary Goodwin 180 180 180 168 116 824

6 Yunsheng Wu 180 180 144 122 180 806

7 Chris Behr 60 60

F1C Total FO

1 Yuan Gao 180 180 180 180 180 900 560

2 Ulzil Erdiesbayer 180 180 180 180 180 900 370

3 Murray Wilson 180 180 180 180 180 900 349

4 Andrew Linwood 180 180 180 167 180 887

5 Roy Summersby 180 180 180 156 161 857

6 Warren Leadbeater 180 149 329



Scale Masters 2024 
 

After seemingly endless windy months, we were blessed with ideal conditions for Scale Masters 2024. 
Light morning breezes and mild temperatures once the sun took effect an hour after dawn. Indeed, 
most of the action took place between 07:00 and 12:00 each day of the weekend. That being plenty for 
most, who chose not to tackle the steady southerly that set in after lunch. Undeniably, our pursuit 
needs the right conditions to be enjoyed and we had that on both days. 

Numbers attending about even on the Saturday and Sunday, with some taking in both days. We 
received fifteen voting slips and knowing that not all are lodged, I’d estimate around twenty flyers, plus 
“camp followers”. Voting was spread. Partly because of the different models and attendees on each 
day. 

David Putterill won the Scale Masters perpetual trophy with his Blohm and Voss BV222 flying boat. 
This one has been around for many years and the added weight of accumulated repairs and heavier 
than ideal replacement batteries reduced its usual reliable performance. But one cracking flight was 
enough to bring out the magic - when a small free flight model truly evokes the full-size prototype. 

Best rubber powered FF scale model almost a toss-up. Dave’s big Avia just topping Tim Hayward 
Brown’s Potez 29. A complete contrast in styles. Dave’s model of museum quality to the smallest 
detail. Tim takes the “Flying Aces” traditional stick and tissue approach, where a bare minimum of 
materials creates just enough form of the subject aeroplane and with good flying ability. 

Best powered FF Scale model awarded to my Cessna Bird Dog. Perhaps that cheeky flight where it 
slotted between two parked cars on take-off enough to impress. Dave’s Maagen 3 flying boat also 
scoring well. His treatment of the varnished wood hull particularly well done. Showing true dedication, 
he went to Denmark to count the number of planks used on the real one, to be precise.  

Potential takers for best R/C assisted scale model thin this year. However, Richard Tapp’s little Wright 
Flyer was charming in flight and an unusual choice of subject. Piper Panee and Waco biplane also 
seen.  

The precision flight time event a new addition this year. A simple rubber powered job the obvious 
choice for the 23 second flight. Yet Peter Anglberger’s SIG Thermal Dart was too taken by the lift (or 
not).  Greg Roadknight’s 20 seconds quite close (Poppet/Cox 049) and Terry Scolari’s 24 seconds 
better still (Ebenezer triplane/Cox Pee Wee 020). Believe it or not, Andrew Gill and Geoff Wood both 
nailed the target. Andrew’s little Guillows Messerschmitt BF 109 and Cox TD 010 only supposed to fly 
tethered with thread to a stick, according to the plan. Geoff’s Ebeneezered delta-wing Douglas Skyray 
a delight with micro electric power. We had to refer to their respective back-up flights to declare 
Andrew the winner. Terry gets special mention after spending 1.5 hours finding the Skyreezer among 
balsa-coloured stubble.  

There was a pleasing array of non-scale models very much in-spirit. Paul Moorfield’s Scramble model 
and P30 trimmed to perfection. Vic Smeed Poppets seen FF and RC assisted. Special Mention to Jeff 
Prosser’s long walk in the countryside after the heroic flight of his brightly coloured example. I 
apologise for not taking more names, but several 48 inch Tomboys were seen flying very nicely. Seems 
a sweeter option for RC assist than the original. As is the Ebeneezer at 133% if Cox bee 049 engine is 



to be used. Also lovely Veron Cardinal and KK Slicker Mite in traditional tissue finish. Some others 
captured in the photos.  

Terry Scolari won the Flyer’s prize draw of D-C Merlin diesel and accessories. Provided by the Graham 
McRae estate. And thanks to the folk buying items from estate merchandise. I do hope those with the 
scale rubber powered model kits build them for next year.  

My thanks to Southern Soaring league for hosting our event, and Paul Moorfield’s and Dave Putterill’s 
special assistance. And bravo to all who made it a memorable weekend. There was a lot of joy, 
wonderful flying and great camaraderie. I hope that your enthusiasm has been recharged and hope we 
can do it again next year. 

MARIS DISLERS           

  

 



  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


