
 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on the 
FIRST Tuesday in October (1st) at the TERMINUS HOTEL, 
492 Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. The meeting will commence at 
8:00pm, PLEASE NOTE: THE MEETING ROOM MAY STILL 
BE A SHARED VENUE WHILE THE DOWNSTAIRS BAR IS 
BEING RENOVATED. AS OF THE TIME OF WRITING, 
THERE HAS BEEN NO INDICATION THAT WE HAVE BEEN
ALLOCATED ANY SPECIAL CONSIDERATION SUCH AS THE
“BOARDROOM” AREA.
October Topic: As always, bring along your current project 
or talk about your future projects and interests going forward.
Contacts:
Secretary/Treasurer:

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St. 
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:
Mike Glaister 0401 647 880

michael.glaister@gmail.com

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE October 2024
Well, it’s been a pretty ordinary month weather-wise. I see 

that those lucky buggers up north have had even some poor 
weather at Richmond. They say it never blows….

Anyway, after no activity around Melbourne I’m looking 
forward to a bit of flying at West Wyalong at the Wings-Over-
West-Wyalong and Dixielander festival. Apparently, a lot of Ray 
Harvey’s Dixielander kits have been sold. I built a Dixielander 
for the inaugural Dixielander Celebration Event held at 
Springhurst (remember Springhurst?) in October 2009 
(Nineteen entries!). There was another Dixielander event in 2010
(Fifteen entries), but then the model just sat in a corner until, in
the course of a bit of a clear-out during a visit by Terry Bond 
and Percy Wright, it got sold to Percy.

Percy doesn’t go flying very much at the moment however he
has a huge number of models stored throughout his house. The 
Dixielander resided in his spare bathroom – for a year or so - 
until I bought it back for this year’s event. It’s still in pretty 
good condition, just a few tears in the covering need patching 
and I had to replace one of the servos (yes, I’m sorry purists, it 
has two servos, one for DT and the other for the engine.

So, the last two Dixielander events were daringly 
(weatherwise) held in October in Victoria, hope the weather at 
West Wyalong does the right thing.

Vin Morgan
EDITORIAL: Hi to all, not a lot happening over the last two 
months! For myself, I have decided to resurrect the remains of 
my good Deuzio rather than build another. (It was always on the 
cards that I would attempt to repair the rubble that Sean 
rescued from further bovine depredations, and also I don’t have 
space for yet another Deuzio, so I’m going with what I have!). All 
the foregoing implies that I have missed yet another ‘60’s Coupe 
International. Perhaps we can try (again) to have a summer Coupe
postal in Aussie (the last one was not well subscribed, but we can
always hope!)

As can be seen from the Minutes of the AGM/GM, the 
September meeting(s) was held at Vin and Leigh’s place and were 

well attended, perhaps the promise of free pizzas, (the cost of 
which was borne by the club) was sufficient inducement to dispel
the apathy and we had a healthy attendance. As almost everyone 
brought a bottle of wine (seven in all), it was questionable as to 
whether they would all be consumed. I shouldn’t have been 
concerned as the contents were disappearing at a startling 
(indeed terrifying) rate! The meeting itself was a fun and novel 
experience; I haven’t imbibed red wine from a sherry glass 
before. Seriously Vin, you need to invest in a few “proper’ 
glasses! – Notwithstanding that and on behalf of the attendees, 
I wish to express our thanks to Leigh and Vin for their 
hospitality. (Please note the return to normality i.e. the Terminus
Hotel venue for the October meeting).

Before closing, I wanted to note an item I discovered in an 
ancient Aeromodeller. On leaving the meeting I suddenly found 
myself saddled with two boxes old, well-thumbed editions of 
Aeromodeller magazine. My first thoughts were that I need 
another 100-or-so old magazines like a hole in the head. 
Nevertheless as I had them in my possession, at least 
temporarily, I decided to go through them to see if they slotted 
into my already copious collection. While thumbing through them 
I came across the names of S. O’Connor (Class B power) and D. 
Boughton (Wakefield) in the report on the 13th Australian 
Nationals (April 1960 Aeromodeller). Both gentlemen are still 
very active free-flighters and while Don is now well into his 
nineties with Sean (and myself) trailing a decade or so behind, it 
demonstrates how important it is to keep active!

VFFS Annual General Meeting – 3rd of September 2024
at Vin and Leigh’s home, 644 Canning Street, North 
Carlton

Meeting opened at 8.14pm

Present: Sean O’Connor, Tim Denyer, Don Boughton, 
Mike Glaister, Vin Morgan, Martin Williams,
Leigh Morgan, Ron Neve, David Sutherland.

Apologies: Paul Butler, Darien Cassidy

Visitors: None

Minutes of the last AGM: These were accepted. It was 
noted that the change of date for the AGM made financial 
reporting easier and should be continued.

Treasurer’s Report: This was circulated and accepted.

President’s Report: This was printed in Flypaper and 
accepted.
Election of Committee: No new nominations were received so 
the committee is unchanged.

President: Vin Morgan
Vice-President: Darien Cassidy
Secretary/Treasurer: Sean O’Connor
Newsletter Editor: Mike Glaister
Minutes Secretary: David Sutherland
Trophy Maintainer: Leigh Morgan

General Business: None
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Meeting closed at 8.26pm

VFFS FINANCIAL STATEMENT for 2023/24

RECEIPTS:
Member Subscriptions $2047.00
VMAA / MAAA Component $1907.00
VFFS Component $140.00
Indoor door fees $500.00

Stock sales $1659.09
State Champs Entry fee $220.00

=======
TOTAL RECEIPTS:  $4426.09

EXPENDITURE
Indoor venue hire $450.00
Admin (incorporation fee) $63.60
VMAA / MAAA Fees $3049.00 * see note below
Stock from FAI supply $1806.57

=======
TOTAL EXPENDITURE: $5369.17

NET LOSS  $943.08

Opening Bank Balance from 22/23  $6672.49
Opening Cash-in-Hand  $1.15

OPENING BALANCE:  $6673.64
Closing Bank Balance  $5723.41
Closing Cash-in-Hand  $7.15
CLOSING BALANCE:  $5730.56

STOCK
Opening Balance (from 20/21)  $82.80
STOCK CLOSING BALANCE:  $78.80

TOTAL ASSETS including stock  $6752.44
(The value of various items of equipment belonging
to the VFFS is not included in this summary)

Sean O'Connor (VFFS Treasurer)

* This item includes a $1152 transfer to the VMAA which was 
delayed from June 2023 and results in a loss that offsets the 
apparent $1218 gain in the previous financial year.

VFFS General Meeting – 3rd of September 2024 at Vin
and Leigh’s home, 644 Canning Street, North Carlton

Meeting opened at 8.27pm

Present: Sean O’Connor, Tim Denyer, Don Boughton, 
Mike Glaister, Vin Morgan, Martin Williams,
Leigh Morgan, Ron Neve, David Sutherland.

Apologies: Paul Butler, Darien Cassidy

Visitors: None

Vale: All members present at the September meeting 
were saddened to hear of the recent passing of Barbara Butler, 
the wife of Paul Butler. All at the meeting wish to extend our 
sympathy, condolences and support to Paul and family.

(Barbara had been suffering from a degenerative skeletal 
condition for many years, a condition that eventually resulted in 
her having to be transferred to a convalescent home in order to 
receive ongoing specialist care. Throughout this trying period, 
Paul visited Barbara on a daily basis and still managed to attend 
meetings – my personal condolences Paul, - Ed)

Minutes of the last GM: These were published in Flypaper 
and were accepted

Treasurer’s Report: 
Cash $47.15
Bank $5534.41
Stock $83

Membership – 14 Full, 1 Part, 1 Assoc.

Correspondence: Control line News.

Next Meeting: In private homes until renovations at The 
Terminus are finished.

Flying Fields: 
Outdoor and indoor flying has continued at
 Eynesbury? and Sandringham.

Competitions: 
It was decided to have a P30 competition for the Garnham 
Trophy. This will be held at Eynesbury on a suitable day and 
to be arranged at short notice. (When weather permits!) 
Sean and Vin to action

Thanks: A vote of thanks to Vin and Leigh was passed with 
acclamation.

Meeting closed at 8.56pm

Model of the Month
As noted in last month’s newsletter, I have been “mining” my 
stack of old (borderline ancient) magazines, searching for 
inspiration and in so doing, I came across this design by Dick 
Mathis in the January 1969 edition of “Flying Models”. Why the 
name “Hysteria” is not explained in the accompanying text other 
than it is a scaled-up version of a ½A design by the same author, 
which also carries the same epithet.

The first thing to note is the very low aspect ratio wing, the 
chord of which, at 11 inches, would render it a suitable substitute
for a sunshade or umbrella! The second is the novel form of 
construction, I can only recall one other design which utilised the
“double geodetic” form of wing/tailplane assembly, that of 
Charlie Soich’s “Dwarf Dip III”. (Have a look at SO’C’s Dwarf Dip
III tailplane when he has it out flying at Eynesbury).

With the wing area almost exactly 600 sq. in., (projected) and 
a wing span of 60 inches, its overall appearance could be 
described as “Chunky”, and powered by a K&B Torpedo 0.15 it 
appears to also be underpowered. Mathis realised this and 
changed to a Fox 0.201 for Class B events with the intention to 
up the powerplant to either a Super Tigre 23 or a “light” 0.29. I 
have shown it with an OS Max I 29, the only motor I can think of
which would fit the criteria of lightness and power. (And I have 
one of ‘em)

In any case, I am particularly fond of the design, the general 
ugliness not withstanding. A simple-to-construct, light and easy-
to-replace model when it eventually bites the dust (as all Open 
Power models inevitably must – and do [mine anyway]).

To conclude for this month, Sean has compiled a list of 
addresses of all VFFS Members: see below:

Looking at the list it becomes obvious that it is far from 
complete – could any member who wishes to correct or amend 
this list please send details to the Secretary.
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VFFS Contact List

NAME PHONE/MOBILE NUMBER E-MAIL ADDRESS

Gordon BEEBY 9583 4957 ralph.beeby@bigpond.com
Richard BLACKAM 0418 285 555 f1bwake@gmail.com
Don BOUGHTON 9584 2428 donboughton77@gmail.com
Darien CASSIDY 9899 0311 joybdes1@gmail.com
Tim DENYER 9584 1139 denyertandj@gmail.com
Mike GLAISTER 0401 647 880 michael.glaister@gmail.com
Peter GREENHILL 0408 346 876 pghill@exemail.com.au
Ian HAIGH 0478 975 543 ikhaigh@netspace.net.au
Mike HARDY 0429 865 751 mabh.mermaid@gmail.com
Geoff HIGGINS higgins.g@optusnet.com.au
Arjuna KORALGAMA 0412 759 877 Koralagama@hotmail.com
Peter LLOYD 0428 289 135 pelaero66@tpg.com.au
Vin MORGAN 9387 2531 vinmorgan2@gmail.com
Leigh MORGAN 9387 2531 leighmorgan6@gmail.com
Sean O'CONNOR 9481 6607 sean-oc@netspace.net.au
Reg REGESTER 9521 9627 deltair@bigpond.net.au
Harry SOKOL 0423 157 850 hgsokol@optusnet.com.au
David SUTHERLAND 9815 0449 sutherdn@bigpond.net.au
Martin WILLIAMS 0408 386 665 martinrwilliams@bigpond.com
Paul BUTLER 0422 118 847 pgbrol6b@optusnet.com.au
Mike PETTIGREW 0419 509 013 mike2.pettigrew@gmail.com
Alwyn SMITH 9850 7849 alcarmpng@hotmail.com
Don BLADIER dongwen1@optusnet.com.au
Ron NEVE 0427 355 274 ronneve12@gmail.com
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