
 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on the 
FIRST Tuesday in September (3rd ) at the 644 CANNING 
STREET, North Carlton,BYOG!  PLEASE NOTE: THE 
CHANGE OF VENUE (THIS IS A TEMPORARY MEASURE 
DUE TO THE RENOVATIONS AT THE TERMINUS HOTEL 
[AND ALSO DUE TO THE NOISE LEVEL IN THE SHARED 
VENUE] – Six “elderly” (perhaps mature is more kind) women 
and two (or more) bottles of wine raised the ambient noise 
level above the pain threshold)
September Topic: As always, bring along your current 
project or talk about your future projects and interests going 
forward, F1Gs and Coupes, rubber handling techniques 
(revisited and revised/modernised 
Contacts:
Secretary/Treasurer:

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St. 
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:
Mike Glaister 0401 647 880

michael.glaister@gmail.com

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE August 2024
The Club membership is small but appears to be about 
constant. There were 18 full members for 2023/24 and at this 
stage there are 15 for 24/25 with several expected to 
resubscribe.
The main problem is that the membership is ageing, the number
of active flyers is small and those who do go out flying do so 
infrequently. To encourage activity, we have run a couple of 
sort-of-postal competitions, one for 60s Coupes and one for P-
30. The idea of the sort-of-postal is that you can fly on any 
day in a specific period. It gives more opportunities to choose 
fine days and avoid those pesky social engagements that always
seem to happen on days when there is low wind. In the last year
we only got four Victorians in the 60s Coupe. The P-30 was 
publicised a bit better, and we hoped there might be a number 
of entries from NSW but it turned out only Terry Bond put in 
times.- He won1
On the wider scene, five members attended the Australian 
Free Flight Society Championships at Narrandera and West 
Wyalong. On the even wider scene Two couple of members 
were on the Australian Free Flight World Championships Team 
and competed in France in August 2023. Ian Haigh made the 
flyoff, to place 34th out of 114 in F1A and the F1B Team 
comprising Vin Morgan and NSWFFS team members Bruce Hao 
and Craig Hemsworth all reached the flyoff and the Team 
placed 3rd. Although a number of Australians have placed and 
even won World Championships, this is the first ever placing 
for an Australian team. Meetings at the Terminus Hotel are 
pleasant. The hotel offers a suitable room and good dinners for

the early arrivals. Discussion is interesting enough; perhaps we 
should reinstate the idea of “themes” at meetings?
We had a big buy from FAI Supplies. The Club now has 
considerable supplies of rubber hooks, mylar thermal 
streamers, P-30 props. We might put a list in Flypaper – or you 
can ask

EDITORIAL: As you may surmise, our attempt at sharing a 
room at our usual hostelry was a painful experience, not to be 
repeated, at least not until the memory of the first encounter 
fades. As was requested, we were separated from the main 
upstairs area by a glass partition, which kept the sounds of 
revelry beyond to a (barely) tolerable level. Such a state of 
bliss (all is relative) was not to last however as one of the 
management team asked us (politely) if we could share our 
“isolation” with another party. Put that way, how could we 
refuse! Actually we were not in a position to refuse with empty 
tables surrounding us The party to which he referred was a 
group of “regulars” at the Terminus. The “regulars” turned out 
to be a group of females, six in all    

As the hubbub, initially within reason, rose in direct 
proportion to the quantity of wine consumed and as the 
considerable volumetric capacity of the “party’ being seemingly
unquenched, we found it increasingly difficult to make 
ourselves heard and eventually were forced to  abandon the 
meeting.

In direct response to this, Vin has volunteered to hold the 
September meeting at his place, not far from the scene of the 
August disaster (refer to the address given above). 
Unfortunately, the normal club diet, the “Tuesday Night 
Special” (Steak, chips and salad) will have to be forgone and in 
its stead Pizzas will have to suffice. On the bright side, the 
club will be footing the bill. I for one am looking forward to a 
night of tranquillity on the 3rd! – BYOG!!

Prompted in part by the photo of Terry Bond flying a modern
F1G (August newsletter), the change of meeting venue and 
lastly by my latest disastrous outing to Eynesbury, one of the 
topics for discussion at the September meeting will be F1Gs 
(with 60’s Coupes thrown in). I note that in Vin’s prattle, he 
mentions the P30 postal which we tried to get going last year 
but which failed to get off the ground. Notwithstanding my 
suicidal attempt to fly one of my Deuzios in the face of 
adverse conditions, (see report) Eynesbury IS a suitable venue 
for flying the “Mini” classes (F1G, H and J) and other two-
minute max classes such as OZ Diesel, P30, A1, E36 and, dare I
say it, ‘60’s Coupes. To this end, I will be proposing that the 
club again sponsor a P30 postal and possibly other events of a 
similar laid-back nature. We will see what eventuates.

YE

Nominations for Committee 2024 - 2025
At the Annual General Meeting to be held at the September 
meeting the current committee is to retire (and hopefully seek
re-election) The current committee is as follows:-
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President: Vin Morgan
Vice-President: Darien Cassidy
Secretary/Treasurer: Sean O’Connor
Newsletter Editor: Mike Glaister
Minutes Secretary: David Sutherland
Trophy Maintainer: Leigh Morgan

Any financial member wishing to nominate for any of the 
above positions should notify the Secretary of their intention 
to do so and of the position they are nominating for.

(I have left the above adverts which appeared in the August 
edition of the newsletter in place to remind members of events
further afield)

Minutes of the VFFS General Meeting 6th of August
2024 Terminus Hotel, 492 Queen’s Pde. Nth Fitzroy

Meeting opened (about) 8:00 pm

Present: Vin Morgan, Don Boughton, Tim Denyer, Mike 
Glaister,

 Ron Neve, Sean O’Connor, Paul Butler.

Apologies: David Sutherland, Darien Cassidy.

Visitors: None

Minutes of the last GM: Printed in Flypaper.

Treasurer’s Report:
Cash     $87.15
Cheque $180.00

Bank     $5346.41
Total     $5613.56
Stock    $230.28

Members: 15 Full;
1 Part member;
1 nonflying

Correspondence: Australian Control Line News

Flying: Various members have been out to Eynesbury for 
outdoor

 trimming sessions. 

Indoor flying took place at Sandringham. 

General Business: It was decided that the next meeting 
should be at the Morgan residence because of the high noise 
level due to the current arrangements at the Terminus

Meeting closed about 8:20 pm

 (My) Disaster at Eynesbury
Having repaired my four ‘60’s Coupes and had a (cursory) 

glance at my infrastructure, I felt confident enough to venture
back onto the flying field with the intention of participating in 
the ‘60’s Coupe Postal. The Deuzio that was the centre of the 
disaster which befell Sean last year had a new (and better) set
of propeller blades made and fitted, all the tears in the tissue 
on the Ferion had been patched over, my second Deuzio had a 
new prop latch/stop fitted and the Matherat “A et B” had a 
new tail boom fitted (actually it was the original, but much 
stiffer than the fishing rod tip I had tried heretofore). Like I 
said, I felt confident. (Fool!)

The weather pattern looked good for the next Saturday 
(17th of August) so Sean and I (no other takers) ventured out, 
Sean kindly accompanying me for the sole purpose of timing my 
flights. Arriving shortly after 8;00, we were greeted by 
blissfully calm conditions, what drift evident was in a kindly 
direction and so, flying from the “airfield” I had a full-turns 
test flight with the Ferion. Recovering from a disastrous 
launch the model climbed to a reasonable height, but was 
gliding far too fast and it was evident that the model was 
under-elevated. Looking at the excessive packing that I had, 
both wing L.E and tailplane T.E, it occurred to me that the C of
G was too far forward and that, while shifting the wing 
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forward was only a matter of repositioning the hold-down 
dowels in the next set of holes 10mm forward, an approximate 
shift in C of G rearward by about 7mm, it would (could) mean a 
complete re-trimming of the aircraft, so I elected to try the 
refurbished Deuzio. Another full-turns test flight went 
straight ahead, the model climbing steeply and eventually 
stalling, recovering and gliding in very big right hand circles. 
Apart from that, everything appeared to be close to trim, at 
least longitudinally. A second test flight, losing time all the 
while, showed just how sensitive to rudder offset the Deuzio 
design is as the model was now turning in tight right hand 
circles. Further adjustment had the aircraft in acceptable, but
not perfect, trim but I decided to give it a go anyway. By this 
time, I had wasted the best part of the morning, both Sean 
and I were getting a bit frustrated and then another problem 
arose to really make my (our) day! I had prepared, weighed and 
lubricated more than a dozen motors in preparation for the day
and in the process, “found” a small plastic bag full of “T” and 
Crocket hooks in my kit, purchased several years ago and then 
forgotten, so I decided to use them. Problem, the new hooks 
didn’t fit my existing “infrastructure” After another scramble 
with time and weather on the wing, I eventually wound up the 
Deuzio, in the process of which being told by Sean that the 
drift was stronger and had reversed direction. I was now in a 
state of utter frustration and decided to fly anyway. A really 
shitty launch lost the burst but the model climbed away and 
reached a reasonable height where, with a little help or at 
least neutral air it would max. Watching the Deuzio glide it 
became apparent that I had managed to pick a downer and as 
we watched, the model flew into the highest of a group of dead
she-oaks. A short trek armed with a 9-metre telescopic pole 
and a one metre home-made extension proved to be futile as 
nine metres plus one metre plus Sean’s height didn’t add up to 
enough to get anywhere near the model and so we gave up for 
the day! 

Just to add to the misery, the drive back to the city was 
simply horrendous. It was Saturday midday and the denizens of
the Outer West were out in force and heading to the 
supermarkets, races or football! Deciding to take the direct 
route along Ballarat Rd, we inserted ourselves into a moving 
traffic jam and the inward journey took twice as long as the 
outward one. We’ll take the white-knuckle freeway next time!

Subsequent to that disastrous foray, Sean ventured out to 
Eynesbury on a test-drive of their new car, the previous one 
having been written-off when someone ran into it. This journey 
just happened to pass by Eynesbury and in the process, Sean 
picked up the remains of the Deuzio, somewhat the worse for 
wear after nearly a fortnight exposed to the elements (and the
wandering herds of cattle).

The Remains – I’ve seen worse -I reckon I can fix that!

Deuzios 3 (red) and 4 (black and yellow) – No 5 on the way

Model of the Month 
As I mentioned last month, I have been scouring old 

magazines in search of inspiration and I came across this 
particular design in the September 1968 edition of Flying 
Models. (Page 20). Named “Eager Eagle” by it’s designer, Bill 
Harding, it truly has the wingspan of an eagle at 87inches (not 
90 as quoted in the accompanying article). The Aspect Ratio or 
9.5 is also unusually large.

There is an awful lot of spruce and ply (and balsa) used in 
its construction with, in my opinion little regard to the 
efficient placement of spars, the wing relying heavily on the 
three (spruce) turbulator spars on the upper surface to stop an
upward curving tendency (warp?).

Criticism aside, there is a certain elegance about it and it 
had a good contest record in the B and C power classes then 
extant in the US (and Australia). Pity we don’t fly these biggies
anymore, they are impressive, especially on the climb, 15 
seconds in those days.

Those of you who have access to the relevant issue of 
Flying Models should take the time to compare the drawing in 
the magazine and the drawing presented herein. If you do, you 
will notice a few changes that I had made, especially to the 
tailplane mounting. In the original drawing there is no method 
of (consistently) holding the tailplane in position – a disaster 
waiting to happen. Instead, I substituted the Bill Hunter 
(Satellite) system, a far more positive form of tailplane 
location and in the process, cut down by more than 50% the 
amount of 1/8” ply shown in the original drawing, which left a 
lot up to “interpretation” anyway.
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