
 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on the 
FIRST Tuesday in April (1st) at the (wait for it) 
TERMINUS HOTEL, 492 Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. 
The meeting will commence at 8:00pm, Hooray! – There is a 
(slight) change of venue within the hotel itself; we will be 
located in a private room close to the “Cinders” (posh 
restaurant) area. Mention the VFFS or Sean O’C upon arrival
to be directed to the appropriate room

April Topic: As always, bring along your current project or
talk about your future projects and interests going forward.

Contacts:
Secretary/Treasurer:

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St. 
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:
Mike Glaister 0401 647 880

michael.glaister@gmail.com

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE April 2025
The annual pilgrimage to Narrandera and West Wyalong 

is coming up with the competitions starting on April 27. The 
event will be run to the “new” format where we fly the main 
FAI classes (F1A, F1B, F1C) at Narrandera and then move to
the Adrian Bryant field at West Wyalong for the other 
classes. This seems to work fairly well. The large 
Narrandera field is good for the FAI classes where we want
to be able to use the rules specified maxes without their 
being interfered with by trees and the fear of damaging 
models. But Narrandera is hard work; rough ground, the 
possibility of long grass (very difficult towing a glider), no 
motorised retrieval (except electric bikes) and no wonderful
house to retire to for lunch.

West Wyalong is really pleasant to fly at, but trees 
surround the field and now the previously good direction (E) 
has a solar farm, which is difficult for retrieval. It needs to
be calm for most enjoyment. WW copes pretty well with the
2-minute events; just fly-offs are a little problematic and 
Open Power and Open Rubber can suffer from the limited 
space.

The popular event at WW is now E-36. From its start in 
2019 with just four entries, in 2023 and 2024 there were 11
and 10 respectively. And there are fly-offs, although this is 
not too surprising because the performance on a motor run 
of 10 seconds is, or at least should be, well in excess of 2-
minutes. What is perhaps more surprising that in 2024, on 
the fly-off motor run of 5-seconds the top four only got 86,
55, 54 and 51 seconds. Bad transitions, poor air and the 
rather ordinary glide with those stubby little wings don’t 
help.

But it’s a fun class and good to fly at West Wyalong. 
The late Paul Rossiter’s “E-36 Excitement Machines” in Free
Flight Down Under 2017-2 was instrumental in getting things
going.

Vin Morgan
EDITORIAL: I hope that I am not alone in welcoming our 
return to the Terminus Hotel, better food and in a location 
where you can at least see your hand in front of your face! 
(I’m being too critical, but not without reason – The Union 
Club at least had Guinness on tap and Bushmill’s whiskey!)

In my plea for feedback I have at last been heard (and 
rewarded). Roger Gibbs, as you may recall, now resides in 
the UK, close to his family and is still actively flying. I have 
appended his letter herein. Other respondents were Graeme
Maynard who sympathises with my plight (and that of all 
other editors) and Mike Pettigrew (current President of the
AFFS). Another shoulder to cry on!

To top all that off, Sean has come through with a photo 
and plan of his current indoor project, a weird biplane called
“Whimsy”. There is a bit of history to this, many years have 
gone by since Neil McLeod passed away and in his estate was
an unknown (at least to me) model which turned out to be 
the Whimsy. Sean “inherited” it and flew it regularly down 
at Sandringham. At the last meeting during show and tell he 
produced some of the framework of a new Whimsy. He must
have really got cracking to finish the framework so quickly. 
The original plan is appended below and was conceived by 
Curt Haskell in 1993.

While Neil’s original flew well, he was not renowned for 
building light nor was he adept in propeller carving – Sean is 
both! It will be very interesting to see the new version in 
flight! 

Well actually my framework is only a few grams lighter , 
but it packs up into a much smaller box

S.O’C
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Readers Correspondence

Hi Mike,
I was busy in my workshop getting a couple of coupe's 

ready to fly in a comp last Sunday when I thought of all the 
guys that had the good fortune to know in Aus, who were 
similarly afflicted with free the flight disease.

As I started to go through my stock of damaged 
models, and almost by magic, the latest VFFS monthly mag 
appeared in my inbox, and I got to realizing that I had not 
kept in touch as I originally intended.

I hope you and yours are keeping well and that your 
knee ops worked out better than mine?
It would appear that the free flight scene here in the UK is 
going through much the same decline as it is in Aus, and all, 
if not most of its participants grow older and more infirm 
with very few younger folks becoming devotees. The comp I 
went to over in Suffolk on Sunday had more in common with 
a pensioners day out for a gentle stroll across the flat 
common that used to be an RAF base than the vibrant hustle
I remember from the past. I set up next to Russel Peers 
who I remember from many years ago as a comparatively 
young man now only just able to walk and really needing some
assistance but, still fiercely independent and as competitive 
as ever. Someone told me that he was close to 90, so I am 
still in awe of his persistence and severely acerbic wit.

I had been persuaded back into outdoor free flight by 
my new pal Ivan Taylor who I met about a year ago in a 
model shop (yes, we still have one or two), and have enjoyed 
every minute hearing of the exasperation and effort that 
his lengthy and successful free flight career had absorbed 
him with. Ivan lives just a few miles from me and often 
drops in to tell of his woes and encourage me to get cracking
again. Having fallen into idle ways in my modelling hobby, I 
was grateful for his efforts to re kindle my enthusiasm once
more. I remember meeting him at the 1963 national champs,
but have to admit that I did not recognize him until he 
introduced himself in the model shop.

My mobility is still quite limited although compared to 
at least half of the combatants present on the day last 
Sunday, I felt quite sprightly, even with two replacement 
knees and one hip that complains quite regularly as it is 
almost worn out.

I have to admit that I was not greatly lifted by 
experience of seeing just how decrepit the whole 
competitor group had become, but I have vowed to carry on 
for a while longer even if I did spend far too much energy 
on retrievals. It was the first outdoor comp that I have 
been to for many years here in the UK, and although I lost 
one of my coupes downwind for most of the afternoon, I 
have decided to carry on whilst I can, and see if I can still 
make the fly off.

Finally, your tongue in cheek comment regarding 
Britain's decision to leave the common market leaves me a 
little surprised. The truth is that aside from a few niggles 
regarding the relatively modest cost to UK residents for 
the increases in import duty the whole financial system 
seems to be working OK.
As a comment I was one of the few souls who voted to NOT 
join in the first place (1973 I think).

Yours in balsa dust,
Roger Gibbs

Mike,
I found that your March newsletter is a bit similar to 

our BFFS newsletter in some ways. We have a decreasing 
number of modellers who go to F/F events. We have not had
any events so far this year and have a reduced program. We
have about eighteen members but the average attendees 
are about four or five. The field we fly on is not in the best 
shape because of rain, a few trees and some long grass. 
There are no flyers that are under sixty that I see at the 
field. Our President and Secretary have been flying twice a 
week, subject to weather, at control line flying. In fact 
they produce a regular newsletter with many photographs 
and technical ideas. Quite a number of flyers attend and I 
think it is much more active than our F/F club. I guess, as 
you get older it is easier pick up a C/L model. For myself I 
have rejoined a R/C club that I initially joined about twenty 
years ago. That club has a very good field and is open 7days 
a week. I have been attending on Saturdays but intend to 
fly at F/F Sunday events.
The reason I am sending an email to you is that I really 
enjoy your work on Flypaper. The content is interesting and 
offers regular news items. I am hoping that you are able to 
continue producing it.
I for many years flew F1B and have six models, which are a 
bit aged, and if the rules change will be unable to fly in F1B 
events. We have one F1B contest a year up here and fly it a 
Dalby. We have only three F1B flyers and I missed last 
years because of weather. Reading all the news on SEN 
about possible changes in F1B rules requiring altimeters, 
reduction in Rubber motor content, possible weight changes 
and different wing areas makes my models obsolete. I am 
too old to buy new models. I stopped going to Narrandera 
about three years ago (I am almost 85 years old). I went to 
West Wyalong last year for the Dixieland event and ended 
up in a photograph in the English Aeromodeller with Roy 
Summersby. WE both had on the orange tops, which we 
wore ten years earlier at the Dixieland event in Vic.
I may go to West Wyalong this year to fly some other 
models in E36, and couple of other events.
I would like you to keep up the good work as I think you do 
an excellent job.
Regards
Graham Maynard QLD

Hi Mike
Let me be one of those that write to you to say I read 

Flypaper once and often twice each time I get it! It’s a 
great newsletter. 

I was an editor of such a newsletter years ago and know
it can be thankless, but I finally worked out that they don’t 
mean to ignore your efforts, life just works that way. 
Getting sufficient content is the most difficult challenge, as
you well know. 

I’m not the guy to do it because I’m not smart enough, 
but a non-technical story about the Mini Neuron and what it 
can do would be a worthwhile article. I know someone that 
could write that one. I must admit I quite like reading your 
discussions about models of an era past and spend some time
looking over the drawings you do of them you certainly know 
vastly more about all those models that I do……..

I guess you know I write a fair bit for Malcolm for FFDU 
which tends to use up what little creative ability I have, but 
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if you can think of a suitable topic of interest to Flypaper 
readers for me to research, and it’s within my capabilities to
make an article out of it, I’ll give it a go if that’s of any help.
I believe you’re doing a great job! 
Best wishes,

Mike Pettigrew

It is an ominous portent, as suggested in Graham’s letter 
above that the bloody CIAM is thinking about reducing the 
rubber mass in F1B’s again! Why don’t they adopt the 
current Coupe/F1G rules and rename it F1B! 
Mike’s idea on putting together an article on the Mini 
Neuron is thought-provoking you can bet that our President 
will be quizzed on the system he has at our next meeting!

Anyway, thanks to all my respondents, it’s great to hear 
from you all, keep it up! It appears that having a whinge 
occasionally can yield results! 

As you will have already picked up from the above, we are 
all, with few if any exceptions, creaking at the joints – quite 
literally. One of the many inconveniences (and humiliations) 
you receive with replacement joints is, when you travel, you 
are subjected to an individual scanning by some harassed 
and none-too-friendly airline check-in guy in full view of the 
line of all the other “unencumbered” passengers. 

Ed.

VFFS General Meeting – 4th. of March 2025 at the Union
Club Hotel 164 Gore St., Fitzroy

The meeting started sometime after 8 pm.

Present: Sean O'Connor, Mike Glaister, 
Tim Denyer, Don Boughton, 
David Sutherland, Paul Butler.

Apologies: Ron Neve, Vin Morgan, 

Treasurer/Secretary’s Report:

Correspondence In: Control Line News

Correspondence Out: Nil

Assets: cash $217.15
bank 4996.81
total 5213.96
stock 209.28

Members: 16 full, 
1 part, 
1 Non Flying

General Business:

The following topics were raised and discussed:

         The Union Club Menu and a possible return to The 
Terminus. For the April meeting. The Secretary has 
checked and found the renovations  are complete.

         The frequent good flying weather and a desire to get 
out to Eynesbury.

1.
          The stock of white tissue was examined.

The meeting ended at 8:29

Models of the Month
And now, a complete change of pace… well sort of. While 

sorting out the “inherited” pile of Aeromodeller magazines I
realised that I had just about sucked dry this avenue as a 
source of inspiration with regard to ‘60’s Coupes (about time
you say!). However, in an idle moment – I have lots of ’em! – I
chanced across a two-page plan of Bert Streigler’s 
“Ebenezer Tripe” (Aeromodeller February 1964 - pages 71 
to 73 (alright, 3 pages but page 71 is the “write-up”). 

Bearing in mind that I had in a recent edition praised the 
“Flying Carpet” design as an ideal Scramble model, I mused 
that simple models of the style and size of the “Ebenezers” 
might fulfil the same role, i.e. lousy climb and brick-like 
glide; not too hard to retrieve. I then got a bit distracted 
as I marvelled at the diminutive size of the Cox Pee Wee 
0.020 and even more so with the Cox Tee Dee 0.010 used to 
power them; in short I was hooked, so I thought a series of 
“Plans of the Month” featuring Ebenezers might be in order 
(If you think otherwise, write a letter to the Editor – it will 
be ignored but might prove amusing). 

Contacting our Treasurer/Secretary with a plea for help, 
he came up with a short (about seven) list of Ebenezers that
have been published by Aeromodeller over the ‘60s and ‘70s 
and additionally, a comprehensive index of the Aeromodeller
magazine spanning the decades, a valuable time-saving 
resource.

So, after that long preamble of self-justification, this 
month the first two Ebenezers off the blocks, are the 
Streigler-designed Tripe and, much closer to home, the Jim 
Fullarton designed “Ebenezer Flea”.

The Tripe, at 19” span, is shown powered by a Cox Pee 
Wee 0.020, a motor of surprising longevity, being 
manufactured from February of 1957 to January of 1996, 
and compared to the Tee Dee 0.010, a longer-lived product. 
More on the small Cox motors later, but back to the Tripe, 
what can be said – All flying surfaces are made of 3/32” 
sheet, with no attempt to carve or sand an aerofoil into 
them. Conversely, the undercarriage fairing IS aerofoil 
shaped and from 3/16” sheet NOT the 3/32” sheet as per 
the annotation on the original Aeromodeller plans. The 
drawing also lacks the interplane struts as on the actual 
aircraft.

If you were to contemplate this for use in a future rough-
and-tumble Scramble event (this year’s Nationals perhaps?) 
The wings should (again, perhaps?) be made from 3/16” 
sheet; the whole lot cemented and/or epoxied together and 
interplane struts added. Secondly if you are lacking a Cox 
0.020, and while not rare, are not nearly as ubiquitous as the
0.049s (in their various incarnations), simply scale up the 
plans. My rule-of-thumb method is, assuming the motors 
have the same specific power, divide the swept volume of 
the motors, (in this case 0.049/0.020 = 2.5) and take the 
square root of it (√2.5 = 1.58) and multiply by the span (19 x 
1.58 = 30”). In this case, probably a little too large for 
Scramble work, but an intermediate size of say 25” span?

Now to the Fullarton-designed “Ebenezer Flea”. This is 
based on the French “Pou du Ciel” series of full size aircraft
designed in the late ‘20’s by Henri Mignet. - Apropos of 
nothing, the odd name comes from the French nickname for 
the Ford Model T automobile: Pou de la Route, or "Louse of 
the Road", because Henry Ford's economy car was so 
ubiquitous. (Henri Mignet dreamed of creating a “Model T of
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the air”, an aircraft for the common man, hence the term 
Pou du Ciel. The term was then mis-translated into English 
and became “The Flying Flea”). Jim’s model is based on a later 
version of the pre-war original, the HM 290, dating from 1946. 
(Aeromodeller December 1965 pp600-601)

At 17 ¼” span with broader chord wings and shorter 
fuselage, the “Flea” is in appearance at least a more robust 
design, one that would “bounce” more readily than the 
“Tripe”.

The only difficulty in building I can foresee is in bending 
the cabane struts accurately. According to Jim’s notes on 
flying “The original had a strong left turn tendency” – a 
slight wing warp caused by an asymmetry in the length of 
the cabanes? He also mentions that the Cox 0.010 “gives 
more than enough power” for this size of model – again an 
up-scaling could be in order?

With regard to the Cox series of motors, the business 
is named after it’s founder Leroy M. Cox. He started L.M. 
Cox Manufacturing Co. Inc in 1950, which was later renamed
Cox Hobbies Inc., then Cox Products, before being sold to 
Estes Industries, when it was again renamed Cox Models. On
February 7, 2009, Estes Industries stopped producing Cox 
engines and sold all of their remaining inventory – mainly 

spare parts – to several private buyers from Canada and the 
US. One of the new owners of the remaining Cox engine and 
parts inventory has launched a website with an online store. 
After the bankruptcy of Hobbico in 2019, MECOA (Model 
Engine Corp of America) purchased Cox Hobbies in its 
entirety from Estes Corporation.

Over the decades, Millions of engines were produced. 
They became the most common 1/2A Class (0.049 cu. in.) 
engine in the world, and probably still are today. Although 
the production of the engines ceased some years ago, 
engines made as far back as the 1950s are still sold "as new"
and are in abundance on eBay worldwide. (I had a quick look 
on eBay for a Cox Tee Dee 0.010 – and found quite a few, 
some NIB (in this case New in Bubble – a lot of Cox motors 
were sold in bubble-packs) They are not cheap! - A 
comprehensive history of the Cox brand in all of it’s 
reincarnations is available on Wikipedia – a good read) – Ed.

Scale the Whimsy drawings to a 3” (76mm) 
wing chord to recover the original size.

S.O’C
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Figure 1: Scale Whimsy drawings to a 3" wing chord to get original size
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