
 The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on the 
FIRST Tuesday in February (4th) at the UNION CLUB 
HOTEL 164 Gore St. Fitzroy (Unless otherwise 
notified)

February Topic: As the Union Club Hotel does not have
a private room suitable for the purpose of displaying any 
sizeable creations, bring along what can be accommodated
in a container the size of a shoe box (or smaller).

Contacts:
Secretary/Treasurer:

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St. 
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:
Mike Glaister 0401 647 880

michael.glaister@gmail.com

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE February 2025
Welcome to 2025. All sorts of stuff happening in the 

world but for us just a bit of indoor activity and a 
pleasant morning at Eynesbury enjoyed by me (Vin), David 
Shackleford and Murray Wilson. We all had E-36s. David 
got his E-36 trimmed; Murray had some reasonable 
flights but had motor controller problems. I was more 
successful; crashing on a final flight after the others had
packed up. It had got windy, and I launched without 
enough bank. Only minor damage.

The forecast wasn’t very good, but it looked flyable 
early. Monday and Tuesday had better forecasts but 
because David and Murray are juniors, we had to use the 
weekend (juniors are flyers who are still in the work 
force and therefore can’t fly on weekdays as opposed to 
seniors who are retired and can fly any time they like). 
David said he planned to arrive at about 06:00 and we 
actually were there soon after 6 when it was calm and 
cool. We got in nearly three hours of flying in pleasant 
conditions before the breeze started around nine. I was 
back home at a time when we are often just arriving at 
the field.
I’m going to the “Fab Feb” competitions in California. 
There are three events, the Kiwi World Cup which is a 
New Zealand World Cup, the North American Cup run by 
the Toronto Free Flight Group, and the Max Men 
International, an American World Cup event. As well as 
the FAI events, F1A, F1B, F1C, F1P there is a host of 
American events, power, P-30, E36, HLG, etc, etc. They 
are all flown on the Bissonette Mirage field near Lost 
Hills. The field is located about halfway between San 

Francisco and Los Angeles and about 100km inland, 
between the coastal hills and the Sierras. It’s pretty 
desolate, particularly in summer when it’s hot and the 
surface is just sand. In winter, if there has been rain (I 
understand there hasn’t this year - yet) there may be 
grass in which case the field is very pleasant to fly on. 
The field is owned by SCAT (Southern California Aero 
Team). I think it is about a kilometre square, which used 
to be satisfactory because the outfield was just the same
and long flights were easily retrieved (everyone has a 
motorbike) but a few years ago someone obtained water 
rights and planted nut orchards all around the field. This 
was very damaging for flying. Satellite images showed the
field as a tiny rectangle surrounded by miles of orchards. 
Climbing the trees was forbidden and landing in them was 
very damaging to models. But a few years ago, something 
happened, I suppose the water rights were lost and now 
the trees are being removed, and the field is gradually 
returning to its former splendour.

I’m going with Roy Summersby and Bruce Hao from 
NSW and Albert Fathers from Queensland. In the past 
Roy, Albert and I have stayed in a huge American mobile 
home on the field. This has some advantages – you are 
already on the field, the meals are good, but driving the 
large truck 155 miles from LAX to Lost Hills is tedious so 
now we are staying in Motel 6, Lost Hills. This is 
satisfactory, a lot of other flyers stay there; the main 
disadvantage is that you can’t get your own meals and 
have to eat in places like McDonald’s.

We have been to every MM competition since 2010, 
only missing 2021 and 2022 due to Covid. Numbers were 
dropping off between 2018 and 2020, but they seem to 
be stable since then. There are usually quite a lot of 
Europeans. This year, so far, there are 118 entries from 
18 countries.

I’ll tell you how it went next month.

Vin

EDITORIAL: 
To reiterate the President’s address, welcome to 2025! 
It’s been an age since we have assembled as a group and 
I, for one, am looking forward to seeing the old familiar 
faces. Very little in the form of communication, either 
email or face to face occurred since our last meeting, 
apart from the Sandringham Indoor flyers recent get-
together and I have no knowledge of what other members
have been up to during the Christmas – New Year break, 
perhaps just as well! (Our intrepid President is venturing 
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into Trump-land on Wednesday (5th). We wish him and his 
fellow travellers a safe and successful journey).

Lacking any input from others, I must fall back on my 
own activities and describe my travails. As you may recall,
last year I tree’d my best Deuzio, which was subsequently
retrieved by Sean a week or two after the event, 
unbeknown to me at the time, I thereupon set about 
making a replacement. In a moment of distraction, I built 
two right-hand fuselage sides and to overcome the 
problem promptly constructed two left-hand fuselage 
sides (you can see where this is heading) and by 
extension, a second replacement Deuzio! A seemingly 
minor problem arose when the C23 cement that I usually 
employ was drying too fast in the Summer heat and so I 
resorted to PVA, Problem, my “Great Planes” aliphatic 
resin (PVA) had seen better days (it had dried up in the 
bottle) and a futile search of the local, and dwindling, 
model shops yielded nothing. Plastic kits yes but 
traditional model supplies NO! My next (bad) idea was to 
go to Bunnings whereupon I purchased a bottle of 
“Gorilla” PVA. The two (left-hand) fuselage sides were 
assembled with this stuff and all seemed well and two 
fuselages were completed and then in (mis)handling I 
dropped one of them. Too my horror, the mild shock of a 
few grams of assembled fuselage hitting a wooden floor 
caused all, or almost all, of the joints to shatter (not 
crack, shatter! – the stuff is as brittle as glass). Faced 
with the prospect of starting again, I resorted to cyano 
to stitch together the mess. Straightening out the 
fuselage(s) was a real problem as the minor internal 
stresses, which were restrained by the now sprung joints 
were all released; the heretofore straight longerons were
now anything but. Compounding this was that I was now 
dealing with a three-dimensional structure and anything I 
did to one side was reflected in a minor distortion on the 
opposite side! I eventually got it back together (the other
fuselage as well) but “minor” distortions remain. 

The moral of this nightmare is: Don’t buy anything from
Bunnings! The Great Planes stuff is available overseas, 
specifically the US, but the postal costs are prohibitive, 
so if any reader can enlighten me of an outlet here in Aus 
or suggest a suitable substitute, I would be most 
grateful.

Finally, a footnote: Please note that the meeting on the 
4th. of February will be at the UNION CLUB Hotel, 164 
Gore street, Fitzroy

VFFS General Meeting – 3rd of December 2024 at
Union Club Hotel, 164 Gore St., Fitzroy

Meeting opened at 8.02pm

Present: Sean O'Connor, Ron Neve, 
Mike Glaister, Vin Morgan, 
David Sutherland, Paul Butler.

Apologies: Tim Denyer, Don Boughton, 
Darien Cassidy

Treasurer/Secretary’s Report:

cash   $47.15 
bank  $4996.81
total $5043.96 
stock $209.28

Members:  16 full,  1 part,  1 NF

Correspondence In: CL news.

Correspondence Out: Nil

General Bussiness: 
The following topics were discussed.

The benefits of RDT for city park flying and a 
possible bulk purchase of RDT bits.

The Union Club Menu and a return to The Terminus.

The possibility of weekday afternoon meetings as 
driving at night is becoming a problem for members.

The possibility of setting up a Men's Shed branch, as 
a way to access affordable indoor sites.

Dates for indoor flying at Sandringham in 2025, have 
been arranged and circulated to members. (reprinted 
below)

The Feb meeting will be at the Union Club Hotel -
usual times.

Meeting Ended 9:00

The VFFS has the use of the 
Sandringham Youth Club hall at Thomas St 
Hampton on the following dates in 2025.

Jan 21, 
Feb 18, 
March 18, 
April 15,
May 20, 
June 17, 
July 15, 
Aug 19, 
Sept 16, 
Oct 21, 
Nov 18, 
Dec 16.

Normally the site is accessible between 10am 
and 4pm, but in recent times we run out of energy a 
bit earlier. Apparently none of the dates clash with 
other current bookings. I will send out reminder 
notices month by month and advise of any 
variations.
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Models of the Month

To start the New Year, three designs, one a Peanut, the 
other two FAI power models from the ‘60’s.

Starting with the Peanut, and I know I have sworn not 
to draw another, but this one appeared in Flypaper at 
least 10 years ago so my vow still holds: sort of. The 
Hirondelle is a very pretty aircraft dating from the very 
early days of the last century, 1911 to be more precise. 
My plan is a direct copy of a plan that appeared in Model 
Builder magazine and later reprinted in the online 
resource, Outerzone. The person who penned the drawing 
initially was Jean Francois Frugoli, his model is shown 
below:

The assembled model was first flown outdoors – and 
survived! From the photographs, you can see the 
impeccable detail, only marred by the use of a plastic 
prop. (Sean could show Jean Francois a thing or two in 
that department!) – Note the wheel detail.

The second design, that of Stanislaw Zurad is an FAI 
power model called “Sojka” apparently the name of a 
Polish bird, or at least the Polish name for a common 
European bird. Zurad was mostly noted for his rubber 
(Wakefield) models and a power model was a bit of a 
departure from the norm for him. 

Several features about the model are notable; first the
very solid motor mount system. Instead of bearers, a 
piece of hardwood extends back from the motor to 
almost the end of the pylon (with appropriate cut-outs 
for the tank and timer). To this, the rest of the fuselage 
is added, the structure aft of the pylon being quite light 
by comparison. The rest of the model is conventional 
except for the relatively small tailplane, which has an 
Aspect Ratio of 6.2! – Very much a hangover from rubber 
model (Wakefield) practice! The tailplane structure is 
immensely strong, probably made so to overcome vibration
or possibly flutter  (if so, the model would have 
descended with the tailplane in tatters and rather 
quickly!). Compare this Aspect Ratio to that of the more-
familiar Dixielander (4.5:1). Zurad used a (formerly) East 
German Schlosser, the same as was used by Erno Frigyes 
to win the World Championship in 1958. Details of the 
model were published in the August 1960 Aeromodeller, 
page 432. 

 The third design, and one I had overlooked from the 
1960 W Ch’s is that of Osmo Niemi’s “Pulteri”. Niemi was 
up there with ‘em; (the “Power Quintet”), having scored 
five maxes, but fell by the wayside in one of the 
subsequent fly-off rounds, perhaps exhaustion, as there 
were fifteen fly-off rounds

The model itself is simple and rugged in the extreme; 
with a 3+mm. ply pylon and hefty, and simple, wing and 
tailplane construction. It is apparently an easy model to 
build, Niemi built six of them before settling on the one 
detailed in Aeromodeller (again August 1960, page 414 – 
415) One of the reasons for it’s success is that Niemi 
used an Oliver Tiger Mk III, the motor mounted on a 
dural plate 3mm. thick. You really couldn’t go wrong with 
an Olly up front, especially in 1960! Another notable 
feature is that no wing warps were used and the only 
“conventional” trimming feature was tailplane tilt. Again, a
fairly large AR tailplane at 5.1, but apparently no 
problems.
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