
The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
Tuesday the 1st  of July  at the TERMINUS HOTEL, 492 
Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. The meeting will commence at 
8:00pm, we will be located upstairs in the area we know well 
from the past.

June Topic:  Vin to give a report on the AFFS 
Championships and the West Wyalong Fly-in (Refer to the 
results in this edition)
Bring along your current project or talk about your future 
project going forward. 

______________________________________________

Contacts

Secretary/Treasurer:
Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St. 

Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
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Editor:
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______________________________________________

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE May 2025
NSW and Victorian State Championships
West Wyalong, Saturday May 31 to Monday June 2.
The outstanding feature of 2025 State Championships was 
the weather. No rain, pleasant temperature (perhaps a little
cool first thing) and, amazingly, all day and on all of the 
three days of competition, as well as the practice day, there
was minimal wind. Models were only going a few 100m in 3-
minutes. With smart positioning of the flight line, West 
Wyalong is an ample flying field. NSWFFS have a new gas 
cylinder; so multiple helium balloons were released to check 
drift direction. Very necessary because the ground drift 
was often in a completely different direction to that taken 
by the models at height. There was just one close encounter
with a tree - one of Bruce’s flights actually landed in under a
tree canopy in round two before we moved the flight line.
NSW events started on Saturday with five entries in each 
of F1B and F1C. There were no F1A fliers. The flight line 
was initially set up towards the south edge of the field 
because there was southerly drift although we expected to 
have to move as the predicted north-easterly came in and in 
fact by round two the breeze had become easterly. We 
moved to the top-east corner of the field, which was good 
for the rest of the day. A few models went over the north 
fence, but this is not a problem because the field to the 
north is empty.

As you would expect with the conditions there were a lot of 
maxouts and in fact, there were only two dropped flights in 
the rounds. Flyoffs were held later in the afternoon. It was 
still calm, there was an hour and a bit of light left and it’s 
good to finish on the day and not have to get out the next 
morning at 7 for a flyoff and then another competition. F1B 
went first just after 4pm with the F1C flyers timing. 
Richard and Gary both found nice air and got the six 
minutes. They flew again at about 5pm. Richard got only 
282s – it must have been poor air - however he won because 
Gary had timer trouble and didn’t get away. F1C required 
just one flyoff. Warren, Murray and Andrew had well 
distributed but quite moderate times – 307, 288 and 258 
respectively. Roy unusually got a zero. He thought he had 
blown a plug but it turned out to be the glow plug driver so 
he had a no-flight.

For the Victorian event we started in the NE corner of 
the field and stayed there all day. The drift was even less 
than on Saturday with models only going a few 100m. For the
flyoffs, F1B at 4pm and F1C at 4:20, we moved about 400m 
west and closer to the North fence (after three checks of 
drift direction). None of the Bs made the six minutes. 
Richard was closest (5:25), Vin had a fairly moderate flight 
of 4:40 and Bruce had a hiccup in the climb for 3:53. In F1C 
Andrew and Murray both made 6-minutes so they went again
for 8-minutes. In gathering darkness at about 5pm there 
was still lift about. Andrew got 8-minutes to win over 
Murray’s 6:59.

Presentations (pleasantly short) were followed by pies and
peas (rather longer) at the house. It was still calm (!) so 
despite being pretty cold it was alright outside and there 
was a bonfire. The aurora was good. Despite West Wyalong 
being too far north for southern lights, away from the 
house lights the clear, dark sky let us see the red glow on 
the southern horizon and long exposures gave quite good 
photographs.

It was still calm on Monday with a little thin cloud in 
contrast to the previous clear days. There was some drift 
early, but this had just about died away by the time we 
finished around noon. Murray won Open Power with a 
“conventional” open power model (Creep, Super Tigre G15) 
that maxed pretty easily on 10-seconds. Unlike the previous 
two “FAI” days where the professionally built models are 
very reliable Open Power was somewhat more interesting. 
Several Dixielanders were disposed of, two of which were 
from the Andrew Linwood stable. Michael Towell had put a 
really big tank in his Dixielander presumably so there was 
plenty of time for motor tuning. We know this because it 
climbed for several minutes when the timer didn’t operate 
and has not been seen again. Roy was flying big Diana. She 
had to be saved by RDT in flight 1 – hence the 25s time - 
but behaved for the next two with good maxes. Later she 
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failed to be saved in a post competition flight and now 
requires a bit of repair work before more trimming is 
possible.
Combined Mini was flown by Murray Wilson and Warren 
Leadbeatter with E-36s and Vin Morgan with a Stephanchuk 
F1G. The F1G has been rebuilt with an Andriukov pylon and 
Simplicity timer which makes it much less fiddly to fly than 
with the mechanical timer but it’s 15g overweight. Vin didn’t 
fly the flyoff because he though the E-36s had more 
performance than a Coupe with a not very well trimmed 
burst at launch.

All in all, in was a most enjoyable weekend, well, it couldn’t
really fail with the weather as it was. June has a lot going 
for it. Not too hot, the short days mean you don’t have to 
hit the field too early and then when you get back to the 
house you find it is only 5pm – plenty of time for a drink and
a leisurely dinner before bedtime. May, June and July are 
the least windy months at West Wyalong.
Huge thank-you to Nat Beckett and Michael Towell who 
CD’ed and managed both FAI events. The organization - 
scorekeeping, flight line locations etc was spot-on. Thanks 
guys.

Vin

EDITORIAL: 
Firstly, it’s good to be back after a three-issue layoff due

to medical matters (which I won’t go into). To occupy myself
I have been getting into finalizing the construction of three
new Deuzios. Why three you may enquire? The whole sad 
story will be revealed in a future edition, but let’s say having
something to keep me occupied saved what little sanity I 
still possess! 

Little if any outdoor flying has been done, or reportedly 
done in my absence but, as you can see by the above, Vin has
been active with journeys to the AFFS Champs and the 
combined NSW and Victorian State Championships. (I still 
haven’t been told the circumstances surrounding Vin’s loss 
of his Deuzio; I suppose that I will be given a full account at
the forthcoming meeting).

Speaking of outdoor activities, we are now in the “official”
Southern Hemisphere winter period for the “60’s Coupe 
d’hiver postal event, which extends to the end of 
September, so if you wish to enter contact Sean, he has all 
the details of the minor changes made to the rules since 
Mark Braunlich has ceded control to the Willamette 
Modeller’s Club in the US. Speaking of the 2025 event, Vin 
is in the process of replacing his Deuzio with another design,
Bernard Raulin’s very unoriginally named, “Coupe d”’Hiver” 
Speaking of Vin’s latest loss, I was mucking about composing
a short a short bit of doggerel prose/poem that I have 
named “Ode à un Deuzio qui s’en va” – Ode to a departing 
Deuzio. If I finish it I will put it in Flypaper sometime in the
future.

Just to sour the mood, the latest FFQ makes mention of a
proposal for a 5-gram reduction in weight for F1B motors. 
This has been referred by the CIAM back to the technical 
committee for further consideration. Mike Woodhouse, who 
penned the article is, to put it mildly, rather critical of the 
idea. The more restrictive rules become, the less likely 
upcoming flyers will be encouraged to participate in this, the
most exacting of free flight disciplines. As always, the 
experts in the field will filter through to the top, but what 
about the lesser lights? To my mind, the CIAM seems intent
on wiping out free flight as we know and accept it! If too 
many flyers are filtering through to the fly off rounds at 
the moment, perhaps it’s time to re-think the (perceived) 
difficulties associated with conducting fly offs. I urge you 
all to read Mike’s article in the July edition of free flight 
Quarterly  (No.96)

Ed.

Models of the Month

During my long and “enforced” convalescence, I had a lot 
of time to spare and so I decided to sort through the 
copious piles of magazines and random articles and plans 
that I have accumulated over the many years. In this search
I came upon Basil Healy’s “Hyphen” power design dating 
from the late ‘40’s. This was published in a now defunct 
(actually borderline ancient) Australian model magazine, 
“Australian MODEL Hobbies” in March of 1950.

I had come across the drawing before while riffling 
through what passes as my archives (totally unsorted let 
alone catalogued) and put it aside as the information that I 
had existed on three sheets of what appears to be semi-
gloss Foolscap paper, and therefore “acquired”, possibly 



from Neil Mc Leod’s Estate and/or Adrian Bryant’s collection
of Australian FF designs. In either case, it comes from the 
very early days of competition power free flight, at least in 
Australia. (Yeah OK, the Yanks were at it during the ‘30’s, 
but very little information was arriving on our side of the 
Pacific in those days).

Anyway back to the drawing; if you disregard and forgive 
the fact that I have interpolated a drawing of an O.S. Max 
I 29, (didn’t appear until 1954), the design presented herein
is an accurate representation of the very clean original 
drawing (with minor corrections!). With a stated span of 80”
(flat, 75.5” projected), the model was on the large side and 
was alternatively powered by a 5cc glo? (or diesel) or 3.5cc 
diesel, depending on whether it was to be flown as a Class B 
or Class C. 

It is astonishingly robust, with a fuselage having a central 
full-depth spine or crutch of 1/8” sheet and quarter inch 
bottom and sides with similarly sized formers with block 
balsa used to fair the front end into the spinner! The 
profligate use of thick sheets of balsa continues in both the
wing and tailplane with 1/8” ribs, hefty leading, and in the 
case of the tailplane, trailing edges. Thinner (1/16”) is 
employed for the wing L.E. sheeting and in a built-up T.E and
rib capping. Strangely, and maybe by accident, no bracing at 
the dihedral breaks is shown on the original drawing 
whereas the spars are webbed with 1/8” (I have shown the 
“missing” braces on the plan).

Another unusual feature (anachronism) is the use of a 
parachute D/T! This may have been determined by the 
underslung tailplane, making it difficult to arrange a more 
conventional tip-up (down?) D/T. 
Nevertheless, despite the “heavy” construction, the quoted 
weight of the model was 40 oz. or, in the case of the 3.5cc 
diesel, 28 oz., the weight discrepancy between the two 
possibly due to a 5cc “sparkie” being employed?

_____________________________________

More on the Whimsy
This little model, mentioned in the April issue, has now 

been covered and trimmed. The covering is to some extent 
experimental, using various sorts of light plastic bag as well 
as indoor and outdoor mylar. 

Initially there was too much decalage, so I had to modify 
the tail seating. Now it just needs a little more fin offset 
and/or side-thrust for a safe circle radius suited to a 
basket ball court.

It turns out that the prop shown has too much pitch for 
nice long flights on a single loop of 3mm rubber strip. 
I tried another prop I have which has narrower blades but 
the same pitch and diameter and was surprised to find that 
I had to move the CG back quite a bit, to re-establish 
relaxed stable flight. 

This is probably due the the “P” or “normal force” effect 
where the prop acts like forward fin cum elevator. I hadn’t 
expected this effect to be so strong. The reduction in blade
chord was only about 20%

So the next thing is a new prop with a lower P/D and 
probably adjustable plug in blades. 

Then I’ll add colour and take a new picture.
SOC

Minutes of the VFFS General Meeting held on 3rd of June
2025 Terminus Hotel, 492 Queen’s Pde. Nth Fitzroy

Meeting opened at 8.20 pm

Present: Vin Morgan, Sean O’Connor, Don Boughton, 
Tim Denyer David Sutherland,

Apologies:Paul Butler, Darien Cassidy. Mike Glaister

Visitors: None

Minutes of the last GM: Printed in Flypaper.

Treasurer’s Report:
Cash  $107.15
Bank $5706.81
Total  $5813.96
Stock  $209.28

Members: 16 Full; 3 Non-flying; 1 Part member

Correspondence: Australian Control Line News

Flying: Various members have been out to Eynesbury for 
outdoor trimming sessions.
The monthly indoor flying session took place at Sandringham
Youth Club.
General Business:

It was suggested that due to the proliferation of the 
type, we have a canard comp at the next indoor session.

It was suggested that we attempt to run the Garnham 
trophy at a time suitable to likely entrants.

It was suggested that we hold the AGM during the day,
possibly at the Sandringham Youth Club on an indoor day.

Meeting closed at 20:55




