
The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
Tuesday the 3rd  of June  at the TERMINUS HOTEL, 492 
Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. The meeting will commence at 
8:00pm, we will be located upstairs in the area we know well 
from the past.

June Topic: As always, bring along your current project or 
talk about your future projects and interests going forward
Contacts:
Secretary/Treasurer:

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St. 
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:
Mike Glaister 0401 647 880

michael.glaister@gmail.com

RON NEVE 1940-2025

Last month, we reported the death of long term 
member and supporter of the VFFS. Ron Neve. Vin Morgan, 
Sean O’Connor and Janet Taylor attended the large 
gathering at Ron’s Memorial Service in the Jubilee Hall, 
Macedon. Ron's long-term friends and family shared many 
memories ranging from his school-yard days playing Biggles, 
to flying a light plane to Ayre’s Rock (Uluru), flying DC3s and
eventually jet airliners.

Ron who was an airline captain with many years of 
experience joined the VFFS in 2007. He had a wide range of
aviation interests including vintage aircraft, ultralights and 
the simplest of model aircraft. 
 The latter were related to his interest in attracting
youngsters to aero modelling in general and free flight in 
particular. Some example plans of these models are included
in this issue. During that period, the VMAA frequently had a
stand at various public events such as the Woodworking 

Show. Ron helped maintain the VFFS presence on these 
stands with great enthusiasm. 

Over the years Ron gave a number of entertaining 
talks drawing on his experiences in aviation. Particularly 
interesting were his accounts of aeromodelling activities in 
Singapore where he lived for some time while working for 
Singapore Airlines

His range of interests equipped Ron to act as a 
knowledgeable judge for the Grand End Of Year Scale Day 
events that we ran in the past when there were more 
members with suitable models.

There were more concrete aspects of Ron’s support.
He provided varied range of plastic props salvaged from old 
kits, and supplied the club with an intermittent stream of 
Aeromodelling and Aviation magazines, the excess from his 
ever growing collection.

We will miss his company, enthusiasm and 
Knowledge.

S O’C
___________________________________________

     Vin Morgan is busy at West Wyalong and Mike Glaister is
not up to speed yet,  so there is no editorial or Presidents 
Prattle this month. However we do have drawings from Mike
and the results from the AFFS champs and related events 
together with pics of VFFS members in action.

Models of the Month
This month we have Bert Striegler’s original Ebenezer 

design which from all accounts was wildly popular, and two 
60s Coupes. 

Mike chose Bernard Raulin’s design from the mid 60s as 
Vin has decided to build it to replace his lost Deuzio 

Mike’s Latest version of the 1969 winner, Christian 
Menget’s Deuzio has changes made to the original structure 
aimed at reducing weight “as it is my intention to put the 
Bodnar RDT on it and with timer, tracker and radio receiver,
the payload is getting up a bit. Purely experimental! “

1960s Winter Cup Postal
organised by Glen Grell via the HPA forum 

https://www.hippocketaeronautics.com/hpa_forum/index.php?topic=27248.120

Here are the rules to assist  would be participants

Rules
 1   Dates of the competition: In keeping with the spirit a 
winter free flight event those living in the Northern 
Hemisphere will fly December 1st, 2024, through March 
31st, 2025, and those in the Southern Hemisphere will fly 
June 1, 2025, through September 30th, 2025. Models 
may be flown on more than one day during the allotted time 
spans.
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2   Models must be built from plans or 3-views published 
before December 31st 1969. Models flown before this date 
but not published may not be flown.

3   In the event that models are built from small 3-views 
that lack details or clarity the competitor is allowed to 
improvise for the missing details but the model should be 
completed with 1960s or earlier technology. Models must 
not be modernized with materials that were not in common 
use in the 1960s. For example, covering should be tissue 
paper, silkspan or Modelspan.

4   Each competitor is responsible for being able to prove if 
challenged that the model in question will comply with rule 2.

5   Models must not include VIT, folding wings or other 
functions and materials common in modern F1G practice 
examples carbon fiber, kevlar and mylar or other modern 
materials.

6   The DT system may be of any type as this has no bearing
on the flight itself. This is allowed so that flights may be 
done on smaller fields.

7   Models originally designed for 90-gram airframes may be
lightened to 70 grams.

8   Models must have a minimum weight of 70 grams without 
motor.

9   The maximum weight of the lubricated motor is 10 
grams.

10  Each competitor may fly up to 3 models but may only 
enter one time each year.

11  Each competitor is on the honor system to fly to the 
weight requirements.  

12  Models shall be hand launched. Jumping is allowed.

13  Each competitor is entitled to 5 official flights the 
maximum flight time is 120 seconds.

14  Each competitor has 2 attempts to make each official 
flight any flight of 20 seconds or more is official.

15  Each competitor shall declare to his /her timekeeper 
that an official flight is being attempted and if that flight 
falls short of 20 seconds it can be declared an attempt. If 
an attempt is declared the next flight becomes official 
regardless of time.

16  The timekeeper should be positioned near the point of 
launching and may not follow the model.

17  The time sheet should have the competitors name the 
model design and all times listed in seconds. If the total 
time is 600 seconds, the competitor may put in fly off 
flights that increase by 30 seconds each 150 180 210 240 
until the flight time is not reached.

18  The competitor and timekeeper should sign the time 
sheet and e-mail to the Contest Director Glenn Grell or 
another delegated if necessary to fill the roll. By signing the
timecard, you are declaring that you have followed all of the
above rules.

19  The top three placing competitors will be awarded 
modest trophies, plaques or medallions provided by the 
Willamette Modelers Club of Oregon. All entrants are 
encouraged to engage in friendly competition, make new 
friends and have fun.

20  Please do not post your scores on this thread or 
anywhere else on HPA

  You can send your scores to me directly at wmc@peak.org 
if for some reason HPA is not up  and running.

Glenn 

The flyers from the Northen Hemispher who have 
submitted scores are :

Bill Dennis
Ron Marking
Bruce Hannah
Glenn Grell
Ben Struass
Mark Sexton
Bill Swift

The Southern Hemisphere will fly from June 1st until 
September 30th good flying and good luck
        ___________________________________

VFFS General Meeting – 6th of May 2025 at the 
Terminus Hotel, 492 Queen’s Pde. Nth Fitzroy.

Meeting opened at 8.06pm.

Present:       Vin Morgan, Leigh Morgan,
           Sean O’Connor, Tim Denyer, Don Boughton,

Arjuna Koralagama, David Sutherland

Apologies:  Paul Butler, Mike Glaister,  

Minutes of the last GM: These had appeared in Flypaper
and were accepted.

Correspondence : Control Line News

  Treasurer’s Report: cash     $67.15
bank $5286.81
total $5353.96
stock  $209.28

Members: 16 full, 3 part, 1 Non Flying

Flying Field: Conditions have been good. Vin to “weather 
watch” and suggest flying days.

Competitions:
  The Vintage Coupe postal competition starts in June.
   The Victorian and NSW state championships will be held 
May 30th to June 2nd.
   There was discussion of planning the Garnham Trophy 
competition.

Indoor: The regular group enjoy flying at Sandringham.

General Business: VFFS Website: Sean is 
investigating a new host site and will report soon.

Meeting closed at 8.51pm









 AFFS 2025

Roy launching. Murray Wilson timing (or perhaps just 
watching. Murray wearing his lucky FF shorts but in the 
competition they only got him 3rd.

David Shackleford, E-36. Looks good here at the start and did 
all five flights but apparently needs trimming – or something 
(???) because the times were not very good.



Vin Morgan. The Deuzio setting out on its last adventure. 
Lost from sight after about 8 minutes in a huge thermal with 
the DT and beacon not switched on. Searching a few km 
along the line showed nothing.A similar flyaway in 2021 
from Narrandera was found by a local near Urana 32 km 
away. The big problem this time is that the smart new wing 
covering does not have a name, address and phone number 
panel.

Martin Williams. Junior Mallard, Vintage Power. It’s a Henry J
Nicholls design from about 1950 kitted by Mercury Models



Ian Haigh, Open Rubber

Harry Sokol, Bounty Hunter, 1/2A. AME 049, (with
wingtip navigation lights and decaying tissue :P)

Ian Haigh, catapult launch. Retrieval bike at the 
ready, no aeroplane in sight. Came second.






