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The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on
Tuesday March the 4™ at the UNION CLUB HOTEL, 164
Gore St, Fitzroy. The meeting will commence at 8:00pm.

March Topic: As always, bring along your current project
or talk about your future projects and interests going
forward.

Contacts:
Secretary/Treasurer:
Sean O'Connor 59 Roseneath St.
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au
Editor:
Mike Glaister 0401 647 880

michael.glaister@gmail.com

PRESIDENT'S PRATTLE March 2025
Fab Feb 2025

Roy Summersby, Albert Fathers, Bruce Hao and Vin
Morgan went to Lost Hills, California for this year's Fab Feb
competitions. We thought there might have been some
effect on the field from the unusual weather this year -
there had been hardly any rain - but there was grass and in
fact the field was in very good shape. There was little
evidence of the California fires on the drive up from Los
Angeles.

At the end of January SEN editor and Kiwi Cup
organizer Roger Morell reported that there were 118
entries from 18 countries, and he was expecting a few more
from the naughty people who hadn't yet entered (they have
been reprimanded). The last of the three competitions, the
MaxMen had 107 entrants, about the same as recent years.
There were of course no Russians and just a few Israelis.

It was good to catch up with all the flyers again
although, like us they are getting older and there are not
many new young people. Increasing age (and the wonderful
models from the model factories) has had a marked affect
on entry ratios for the three classes. I't used to be that
F1A had the most entries (gliders were easier to build and
fly), with F1B second and still fewer FIC. Now that a top-of-
line F1As cost more than F1Bs and FICs and the gliders are
more difficult to fly, requiring considerable athleticism, FI1A
numbers are less than half F1B. In MaxMen there were 21 in
FIA, 49 in F1B and 16 in FIC. - The competitions ran very
nicely as far as I saw - thanks organizers.

The timekeeping problem is still there. This has been
discussed at length in the pages of SEN and elsewhere. It is
very difficult to time a black dot in the sky, in the presence
of a lot of other black dots so it isn't surprising that

timekeepers time the wrong model. Altimeters are a partial
solution. At the moment there are two brands of altimeter
that have been certified by the FAI for timing purposes
(the requirements are accuracy and the facility of proving
the flight displayed is the correct one), the All-Tee and the
MiniNeurone. The All-Tee has been available since 2021 the
MiniNeurone (current version) has only been around for a
couple of years. I'm not too familiar with the All-Tee,
however I have MiniNeurone in my Wakefields. In the
MaxMen 6 minute flyoff I was waiting at the pole when a
rather unhappy looking Aram Schlosberg arrived and said he
had been pressed into timekeeping and had reluctantly
agreed. When I told him I had a Neurone system he
brightened up considerably. Aram has been arquing for
improvements to timekeeping methods, e.g. by altimeters
for some time.

Timing errors have now dudded Bruce Hao in three
contests that I know of. In each case the timekeeping
mistake put him out of the following flyoff. In Mongolia
they timed the wrong model, In the Kiwi Cup this year I was
timing but I was never sure if I had the correct model so we
took the landing time that Sheng who was also watching got.
This time gave a sub-max, however when Bruce later
downloaded the Simplicity Timer altimeter data it indicated
the model had maxed. Unfortunately it was too late and in
any case the Simplicity altimeter is not certified and cannot
be used to provide a flight time. In the MaxMen 6-minute
flyoff, in a huge crowd of models Bruce was again given a
sub-max for a flight that, according to the Simplicity
altimeter maxed. Obviously the timekeeper was on the
wrong model. The Neurone system seems to be an answer
because it provides the flight time as well as the time and
location of the launch and landing place so you can be sure it
was the correct flight.

How did the Aussies go? Roy is providing a story on FIC
so I won't go into that, except to congratulate him on the
second place and wonder what he is doing about getting the
two-pitch prop and less-cambered wings??

In F1A Albert improved through the three
competitions. He dropped three rounds in the Kiwi Cup but
only one in the North American and only 5 seconds in MM.
Albert said he wasn't too unhappy about the dropping 5
seconds because he didn't really want to line up with the fit
young guys to go for 11-minutes in the calm of next morning.
In fact it was a good flyoff and Jama Danier got 607
seconds.

I arrived at Lost Hills with a box of models that hadn't
flown since the NSW/Vic State Championships at West
Wyalong in June 2024. The lack of match practice showed
with two drops in the Kiwi and one on the North American.
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Things got better for MaxMen and both Bruce and I got
through the rounds. In the 6-minute flyoff in the evening
Bruce got away at the start of the round with the crowd. As
mentioned before he was given a sub-max. I was a bit behind
and since there was some wind I didnt want to fly at the
end of what appeared to be a patch of lift. I waited until
the very end of the flyoff period. The climb was only 93m
however the air was good at the end of the flight and the
model DTed at 125m. The next morning I got 103m and 7:24
for 47

You can find results on the web.

MaxMen link:

https.//docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/

1DYprRX4/00dcsbKemI yhuxJ6O0al55-/edit?
usp=sharing&ouid=11525852206 36 9073586 44&rtpof=trueds

d=true

North American link:
https.//docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/
1F56i0n78KYI3BrmALCZmi9xmR22 TGoQujO75vyYn7nAo/
edit?gid=140393409#qid=140393409

Kiwi Cup link:

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/

15X0 NoUjlJ1g519E7K4Pn7oNXiILpK2uiBuN7kQht T8/edit?

usp=sharing

Vin Morgan

EDITORTIAL: As you can see above, our Pres. has been a
busy beaver - however not on home soill The above report
was/is destined for FFDU however I have pinched it ahead
of Malcolm, as the Pres has not provided me with any other
local (Vic specific) news. Before I get started on my monthly
rant, first let me congratulate Roy on a second place in FI1C
and Vin on a 4™ place in the F1B in the MaxMen contest. Also
commiserations to Bruce Hao which leads to the following;-

In his diatribe, Vin makes a good point with regard to
timing: As the top-of-the-line models, mostly products of
eastern European manufacture are easily capable of maxing
out, contests are becoming, if not already, fly-off events
where the visual acuity of the timer (person) becomes the
primary determinant. The idea of on-board timing devices is
now not only desirable but, I think, mandatory. With fly-off
rounds now extending to 10+ minutes, even super-human
visual abilities are taxed in all but dead-calm conditions. In
this context, Vin's mention of the MiniNeurone and All-Tee
systems is the first time that I have heard of these two
FAI-approved timing devices and it would be a revelation to
actually see one - Vin?

To more local topics: what is becoming glaringly obvious is
the lack of activity, especially in outdoor flying here in
Victoria. While the indoor flyers are holding up their end,
albeit in an individualistic manner, akin to cloistered Monks
in prayer, the lack of direction and purpose in venturing into
the Great Outdoors is in my mind, alarming! Apart from the
annual “60's Coupe International” we have no other planned
outdoor contests.

In previous years the P30 contest has brought out
(perhaps disinterred) quite a few faces of distant memory,
perhaps it would be possible to also resurrect a P30
competition (peut-Etre appelé ['événement Lazare?). Other

two-minute max events are also possible like Oz-diesel? An
Al event?
Finally, a pet gripe of mine! Despite numerous appeals for
feedback/content from members my e-mail "box” remains
disturbingly empty! Without feedback/input from our ageing
membership I, like other editors, find it increasingly
difficult to self-motivate oneself every month. You question
whether there is anybody out there actually reading this
shit! So please, just a quick word to let me know that you
are still verticall (include a photo of the hospital
ward/nursing home that is your current abode!).
Oh, by the way, I found an article on re-working K&B (60’s-
vintage) motors while searching for a good drawing of the
Taifun Hurrican motor to include in the "Model of the
Month” drawing (see drawing down page)

Mike

VFFS General Meeting - 4™. of March 2025 at the
Union Club Hotel 164 Gore St., Fitzroy

The meeting started sometime after 8 pm

Present: Sean O'Connor, Mike Glaister,
Tim Denyer, Don Boughton,
Arjuna Kolralogama.
Apologies: Ron Neve, Vin Morgan, David Sutherland,

Paul Butler.
Treasurer/Secretary’s Report:
Correspondence In:  Control Line News
Correspondence Out: Nil

cash $152.15
bank 4996.81
total 5148.96
stock 209.28

Assets:

16 full,
1 part,
1 Non Flying

Members:

General Business:
The following topics were raised and discussed:

*  The Union Club Menu and a return to The
Terminus.
The Secretary has volunteered to check on the
current progress of the renovations at the
Terminus Hotel
e Contacts for the "indoor aviation / men's
shed" organisation.
*  The frequent good flying weather and a
desire to get out to Eynesbury
*  The merits of various paint thinners.

*  The March meeting will be at the Union
Club Hotel - usual times.

The meeting ended at 8:29
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(The following article was found in the on-line website
"Adrian’s Model Aero Engines.com” - a reproduction of an
article from "American Modelerof June 1957 - It deals
with the modification of a K&B Allyn 0.15cc glo motor - hot
stuff in the 60’s but as a loop scavenged motor, completely
surpassed by the Schnurle-ported motors introduced only
shortly thereafter - Ed.)

Bill Wisniewski was a world-class competitor in the
control line realm back in the 1950s and 1960s. His "Pink
Lady" series of models were particularly successful.

Website visitor Barrie H. requested that I post an article
from the June 1957 American Modeller on how Bill reworks
his engines for maximum performance.

Adrian

“The engine as you receive it is a power plant worthy of
your best efforts. However, it is built as good as machinery
can make it and requires a personal touch to get the most
out of it."

Bill Wisniewski

How Bill Wisniewski Reworks His Engines

;‘ J\N ATAar pomy ecwom
How Bill Wisniewski
Reworks His Engines

Special Editor's note to newcomers: The following
information is "hot stuff" for model plane competition
flyers. Every speed contender will welcome Bill's report, but
we do not recommend that unskilled or novice modellers
attempt this hot up procedure. Remember, your purchase
guarantee is void on any engine the moment you start
reworking it! (AM Editor)

I have been asked many times what the experts do to
an engine that is to be used for racing purposes. I have been
working with speed models and engines for quite a few
years, and I pass on to you what information I have
acquired. This deals mainly with the K&B-Allyn "Torpedo"
engines, but can be applied to other makes as well.

First a few words about the engine as it comes from the
factory. The engine as you receive it is a powerplant worthy
of your best efforts. However, it is built as good as
machinery can make it and requires a "personal” touch to get
the most out of it.

Now we start to work. Disassemble your engine and lay parts
out on a clean surface. The cylinder and head on a .19 or .15
should be turned down in a lathe to the same diameter as
the top surface of the crankcase (19 is 1.125" and .15 is
1.000"). The .29R is already in this condition so no turning is
required.

You will notice that the ports in the sleeve have round
corners. In order to insure a free flow of fuel into the
cylinder we file the intake port so that the corners are
square, being careful not to raise the top. The lower edge of
the intake port is bevelled to a sharp edge. Do not touch the
exhaust port as the round corners help keep the piston in
line.

Remove all burrs and polish intake side of sleeve. Clean
thoroughly and push the piston up through the sleeve until
the flat part of the piston is even with the bottom of the
exhaust port. Check to be sure the baffle is the correct
height. You should be able to see the top edge of the intake
port over the top of the baffle. If you can't see the port
file or grind the top of the baffle until you can.

The new style .19 (with rounded ports) and the .15 have a
low compression ratio and should be raised by facing the top
of the cylinder (030" for .19 and .020" for .15) on a lathe.
Piston and cylinder should be carefully hand-lapped using a
fine grade of lapping compound (auto rubbing compound such
as DuPont # 7 with oil works good). For my purposes the
piston and cylinder as they come from the factory are set
up a little too tight for free running. Be careful with this
operation or you will not have any compression when you are
through. It is better to leave it a little bit tight and run it.
If it freezes at high rpm lap it again. Clean piston and
cylinder thoroughly with soap and hot water, dry them, and
coat all over with oil.

PORT CLOFES

CHAMKEHAFT PDRT TIMING

The crankcase is next. File the exhaust stack flush with fin
diameter to fit in cowling. Tap the needle valve hole with a
10-32 tap. You will notice a fairly heavy burr caused by flash
from the die at the bottom of the bypass. This should be
removed and the bypass polished. The venturi is filed at an
angle and excess material removed from the inside to fair to
a thin edge around the top and polish. Check the main
bearing for fit with the shaft. The shaft should be a free
running fit-that is about .002" clearance.

The crankshaft port should be cleaned up with a small
grinder. Grind web in port away to the edge of the port.
Then check the port opening. The port should open 28°
after bottom dead centre and should close at 45° after top
dead centre. You may have to grind away the port to get the
proper opening and closing. All engines are not the same - As
I said before, the engine cannot be made any better than
the machines that make them. This is an important step in
reworking your engine. After obtaining the desired timing
polish the crankshaft journal and crankpin to remove any
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slight burrs that may be there. Assemble engine and run it

until you are sure it is free.

The fuel I have been using is as follows: 15% castor oil, 57%

polyoxide oil (which is available from outboard boat racing

shops), 10% nitro-benzine, 55% nitro-methane, 15%

methanol. This should be mixed at least one week before

using and stored in dark bottles.

This procedure coupled with the fuel has given very good

results in my "Pink Ladies." Hope it does the same for you.
Bill Wisniewski

Model of the Month
"Straight from Aeromodeller Magazine of December 1959,
pp628 - 629!"

As T have mentioned before, the pile of old Aeromodellers
T have been saddled with has yielded yet another
intferesting design, Lothar Piesk's "Atlantis". A fiendishly
complex model to build and, as I found out, to draw!

When I started to draw this design everything appeared
straightforward but things seemed a little out of kilter. It
took a while to eventually realise that the Aeromodeller
drawing, while purporting to be that of the "Atlantis” was, in
large part, based on the simplified Graupner kit of the
"Atlas". The wing structure (Atlantis) is complex and
requires careful jigging, (I should say would require, as T
have no intention on building it!), This, and the tailplane, is
the first point of departure by Graupner as they
substituted straight ribs for the Warren-truss
arrangement behind the central spar. They should have gone
further as there doesn't appear to be any attempt to
"simplify” the fuselage structure, the pylon, built around
two identical "keels” consisting of 1/16" sheets of balsa,
separated by the extended dorsal 3/16" square spine and
keyed into a 1/16" ply is a case in point - the whole then
faired into the rear fuselage (and motor cowl - Atlantis) by
copious amounts of block balsal Aft of the pylon the rear
upper fuselage is planked with 1/8" sheet. This could have
been avoided by taking out the hump-back (slight), thereby
rendering it a single-curvature (ruled surface), easily
sheeted without having recourse to planking. One of my pet
hates!

The highly undercambered wing is more appropriate to a
Wakefield than an FAI power model and possibly explains
the need for 7 $ degrees of downthrust!

T have incorporated both the Atlas and Atlantis in the one
drawing and I am absolutely sure that it's full of errors!

Page 4 of 6



—_—

wiowi Yi* x 3" Duralumin Wing Tongue.
4 <34 Hord - Beveled ot 45° Along Bottam Ed
e i . o wa_ Ny e
w w we we we we we w w
ws ws
‘ ~ o4 Soft Block
%
» wod v
ws ws ws ws ws ws ws ws *
I
A% Polyedral g [N % polyedral
v " x %" Hord M
1 [ ——— N g
= =
/4 - Y T in - b SR %" Soft Sheet Profiled to Wing Upper 3 2 z
e oM Sty Lo rue Shope WO 4 e Quarter éran 18 Off LTold ons Blences setween i i we
N (WD2 fo WDIO - Use WD1 Template Trim to Length 14" Dihedral 5 Med. Sheet - All Formers Wi Dinedral N
and Sand Top Surface as Required) o1 \.

4 % =

H [
I e e Y (N S DR I R W ;1) W S PR £

i £ ¢ g o
' Soft Sheet = 49 9 =

S . N it L il 245
ATLAS ATLANTIS e P Al EE: =] N
’ s ES FREES 4 E

Approx =~ : i
gl £99¢ o - .

2 FR

H 3382
0 5 E-3 B
5 0ountheust softoiock P4 % %" Hoed Crutch E 33y 2

z £ I : , 7
TE==F==== I A S ——— j wwwww TT e i < z
St h— 1 Ll £
— S e ==—————— — < £ -
2

/7
)/ Gouze HingeX o
/,/auze Hinge

2
e
PUOH X e

e

/
. Rubber pord o Ply St _
P4 4Pl - One OFF / st =
o / / 2%
\ == o e
Section C-C Setting -3° 3
20 SWe Hooks
spectFTcATIONS:
Sectionat oot Y Wing arec: 25829 Sqin

. Sheet - Shape to Profile
of Undercamber - One OFf — Section A-A

P E——

Sectionat Tip w2

%" x %" Maple Bearers
W1ond W2 - %" Ply - 2 OFf Each

Yo Hord Toillene Plotform

ATLAS / ATLANTIS s —————— L

%4 x ¥ Hord - Top and Bottom

FAI Power Model (1958) /

7

by Lothar Piesk <

tas
i

Yo x %" Spruce Webs




