
 
The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
Tuesday the 6th of May at the TERMINUS HOTEL, 492 
Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. The meeting will commence at 
8:00pm, we will be located upstairs in the area we know well 
from the past.

May Topic: As always, bring along your current project or 
talk about your future projects and interests going forward.

Contacts:
Secretary/Treasurer:

Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St. 
Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:
Mike Glaister 0401 647 880

michael.glaister@gmail.com
__________________________________________________________________

VALE RON NEVE
   We are very sorry to report that long term member and 
supporter of the VFFS, Ron Neve died last week. 
   At meetings he drew on his wide range of interests and 
experience to inform and entertain us on various topics in
aviation. He had a particular interest in fostering free 
flight activity amongst young people, teaching them to 
build and fly hand launched gliders and simple rubber 
models.
  We are fortunate that he was able to come to the April 
meeting.
  We send our sincere sympathy to his family.

  A Memorial Service will be held on Friday 9th of May at 
Jubilee Hall in Macedon at 3pm. 
_____________________________________________

REPORT ON ACTIVITY AT WEST WYALONG

AFFS Championships at West Wyalong 2-4 May.
An enjoyable long weekend with flyers from all the Eastern 
States including seven Victorians, Ian Haigh, Vin an Leigh 
Morgan, David Shackleford, Yvonne and Mike Pettigrew, 
Martin Williams and Harry Sokol. 

Friday was for E-36, Combined Vintage and P-30. 
Despite Roy Summersby saying electric motors have no soul,
E-36 is a popular event and had nine entries. There was a 
four way fly off. P-30 had five entries, Vin Morgan was the 
only one to max out.

The events finished at 1pm when most of the flyers
moved across to the house for lunch and chit-chat.

Saturday had combined Mini and Percentage Open 
and, for the first time for a number of years a Scramble. 
It was held in the afternoon at 4pm in quite good conditions 

not much wind.  Martin was going reasonably well until a not-
very-hard landing broke the engine bearers of his Junior 
Mallard preventing further flights. The Scramble was won 
by Michael Towell - his first.

Roy Summersby ended up with the AFFS Champion 
of Champions Trophy - again. A Sterling effort.

Results and detailed report with pictures will 
appear in the next Free Flight Down Under.

Vin Morgan
______________________________________________________________

VFFS General Meeting – 1st  of April 2025 at the 
Terminus Hotel, 492 Queen’s Pde. Nth Fitzroy.

The meeting started  at 8:26 pm.

Present: Vin Morgan, Sean O'Connor, 
Tim Denyer, Don Boughton, 
Paul Butler, Ron Neve.

Apologies: David Sutherland, Mike Glaister,  

Minutes of the last GM: Printed in Flypaper

Treasurer/Secretary’s Report:

Correspondence In: Control Line News

Assets: cash $257.15
bank 5036.81
total 5293.96
stock 209.28

Members: 16 full, 1 part, 1 Non Flying

General Business: The following topics were 
discussed:

The agreeable suroundings (not the usual) were 
noted favourably and it was decided to return to the 
Terminus for the May Meeting if possible.       

The frequent good flying weather and a desire to 
get out to Eynesbury were mentioned again.

The meeting ended  about 9 pm
_________________________________________________________________________________

Models of the Month
Continuing the Ebenezer theme from April, Rezenebe was 

designed by canard devotee Jim Fullarton. 
Skywalker 130 designed by Dave Hipperson is a medium 

sized open rubber model from the era when the class was 
hotly contested in the UK and really long fly-off flights 
were comman.

Mike Glaister is out of action this month, hence the 
sparse style
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Scale Masters 2025 
Weather was the opposite to last year. Superb in the preceding days, but mostly around 
20 KPH winds over the weekend. Those who came soon after dawn enjoyed calm 
conditions or light breezes. Then by 9am the southerlies came along, making flying less 
enjoyable. And probably deterring some folk from coming along. Even so, I counted 
around 20 people on each day. Most of the regulars were there along with a few new 
faces with their RC assisted Tomboys. Mainly just pointed into the wind under power, 
gaining height, before seeking some lift. Which was certainly about, but the drift 
scuppered attempts to log decent flight durations for the Italian SAM postal 
competition. Word was that someone in Victoria had achieved a flight around 30 
minutes, setting the bar rather high. 

The sparse dry grass and parched ground was not best suited for trimming flights. David 
Nearmy thought to try ROG take offs with his newly completed Polish PZL 11, built from 
the 1950s Aero Modeller plan. With FROG 100 diesel on tune, it persisted in ground 
looping. On hand launch it showed great promise, only needing more downthrust to 
cure the stalling tendency. Watch for this one next time. 

Dave Putterill displayed three of his ambitious WW1 German bombers. Their museum-
quality detailing these complex subjects drew a lot of admiring attention. With Steve 
Portelli’s launching assistance, his Gotha IV braved the conditions, for a richly deserved 
win of the Scale Masters perpetual trophy. Dave has added a larger base to it, providing 
space for more plaques in future years. 

Tim Hayward Brown’s squadron of small rubber powered models is always a pleasure. 
Seldom choosing common subjects, his new Potez 33 in Belgian military colours had 
them guessing. Also new this time, Tim’s Bristol Bullet in Turkish colour scheme flew 
remarkably well in the wind.  

My 1912 Blackburn Monoplane was made around 1978, had a major rebuild for the 
1990 Bendigo Nationals (where the Indian Mills lacked poop to fly it) then broke it’s back 
in a hard landing at the Richmond Nationals. Long time in the naughty corner but was 
again in one piece for the weekend. A few short trimming flights showed it needs a little 
elevator adjustment. In keeping with the axiom that you always need to have a reliable 
model up your sleeve, my Noel Shennan Piper Cub did not disappoint. 

Mike Thomas flew his Veron Bebe Jodel in the Ten-Ten kit challenge. Easily making the 
minimum ten seconds flight time. As did Tim’s Druine Turbulent from the Peck Polymers 
kit. My Guillows Grumman Hellcat was good for 13 second flights – just long enough to 
satisfy. The other Guillows Hellcat (sorry I missed the flyer’s name) suffering a broken 
propeller. David Nearmy’s P51 Mustang showed promise. 



The precision flight time was set at 21 seconds, for short retrievals. The conditions 
making it tricky. Steve Nelson’s SIG Delta Dart and my SIG Thermal Dart were 
consistently close. Mike’s Jodel and David’s Cox 049 Attack Cobra helicopter nailed it, 
Mike claiming bragging rights with a closer back-up flight time. Peter Anglberger also 
had a go but had old rubber motor trouble. 

Paul Moorfield put up some nice flights with his FF Scramble model, powered by a trusty 
SAM 75 diesel and his P30 rubber powered job. In between taking the photos 
reproduced in this report. Terry Scolari’s ancient Ebenezer Fokker Triplane is always a 
delight. Despite the reputation, his Cox Pee Wee 020 as reliable as ever. His nice new 
regular Ebenezer was kept for calmer conditions, while my trusty Wen-Mac 049 
powered one and enlarged version with Cox 049 coped just fine. One long flight almost 
reaching the far boundary. Steve Nelson’s Doonside Mills powered Fokker D7ish 
Ebenezer also flew well. Which altogether suggests that a back up Ebenezer is a good 
idea. Maybe with a scale outline?  

Steve Portelli cheekily flew a small RC assist model in free flight mode. A few tweaks of 
rudder and elevator had it circling left in fine style. Cocky Steve’s next flight made a right 
turn, seeking out the spectators, then flying above the trees at the fence line and landing 
on the edge of the road. For probably the most entertaining flight of the weekend.  

If flying was a little less this time, the atmosphere in the pits made up for it. I think all 
who attended enjoyed the weekend. My sincere thanks to Paul and the Southern 
Soaring League for turning over SSL Park for our use. After a round-table discussion, it 
was decided to continue the tradition and again hold Scale Masters in May 2026. I hope 
to see you all there. 

MARIS DISLERS 

   

Missed photographing Dave’s Gotha, so here’s an image from the internet. 



 

RC Assisted Tomboys – Vic Smeed’s most popular design  

 

David’s helicopter was immune to wind. Auto-rotates safely after engine stops 



 

Tim’s Potez 33.  

 

 

Vintage suitcases provide safe storage for Tim’s models.  



 

Sue Thomas with charming Keil Kraft Eaglet rubber powered model 

 

Paul’s scramble model was trimmed for tight turns, but drift had it flying a long way 



 

David’s PZL 11. His own 3D printed dummy radial engine adds realism to this scratch-
built model 

 

Mike’s winning Veron Bebe Jodel. Who says low wing models don’t fly FF? 

 



 

Steve Nelson’s squadron 

 

 

 

 

Dave Putterill hides behind 
his Blohm & Voss seaplane. 
This one is a perennial 
favourite  



           

         

  

If the elevators could be tweaked on the field, my 1912 Blackburn monoplane would 
have flown. Next year for sure! 

Terry Scolari with a 
lesser known Keil 
Kraft kit model. 
Gasparin GM 300 
CO2 engine purrs 
happily in flight 


