
The Next Meeting of the Society will take place on 
Tuesday the 2st  of Sept  at the TERMINUS HOTEL, 492 
Queen's Parade Nth Fitzroy. The meeting will commence at 
8:00pm, we will be located upstairs in the area we know well 
from the past.
The 2025 AGM will precede the general meeting. As there 
have been no nominations or resignations from committee 
positions, the AGM should be brief.

September Topic: 
Bring along something of current  aeromodelling  interest.  

______________________________________________

Contacts

Secretary/Treasurer:
Sean O’Connor 59 Roseneath St. 

Clifton Hill 3058
(03) 9481 6607
sean-oc@netspace.net.au

Editor:
Mike Glaister 0401 647 880

michael.glaister@gmail.com

______________________________________________

Editor Mike Glaister remains sidelined for running repairs.
We hope he will return for the October issue

______________________________________________

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE August 2025

   The Mini Maxout (2-minute models at West Wyalong) was 
cancelled. The predicted weather was bad to terrible, and 
the actual weather matched the prediction, 6 to 8 m/s wind 
on both Saturday and Sunday with rain. Glad I stayed home.
    The 2025 World Champs have been and gone. Apparently, 
the field and weather were good. There are some comments 
suggesting that the organizers could have made better use 
of the extensive field by situating the flightline more 
suitably to avoid some downwind buildings and other farm 
stuff. The sole Australian, Bruce Hao, uncharacteristically 
dropped a round and came 37th. It was better than the 
Americans who all had a terrible time. There was just one 8-
minute flyoff and only Jusufbasic (BIH) made it. 
    There were 11 females in F1B, 17 in F1A and just 4 in F1C. 
The Brit Neil Allen won F1C with 375 in the second flyoff. 
Yuan Gao who has so much performance with the two-pitch 
propeller only got 228 in the first flyoff – must have got 
some pretty ordinary air. Slava (we know well from visits to 
Aus) made the 6-minute flyoff but didn’t get a time in the 
next one – don’t know why.

You can see the full results (at last) at
https://www.freeflightnews.org.uk/champs/ch25/ff25.htm

   Sunday August 3 was a magic flying day at Eynesbury. In 
the morning the breeze varied between zero and a couple of
m/s. After noon maybe 2 – 3 m/s. It was sunny but cold 
early but t-shirts later. We stayed until after 3pm.
Richard has a new Wakefield. After an initial mishap, when 
he had to DT when it fell over to the left after the burst 
with the resulting hard landing putting some minor creases 
in the wing skin, he got it going nicely. Quite impressive 
actually. 
   Vin didn’t do much, just a check flight of the Stefanchuk 
coupe after it was more-or-less trimmed at West Wyalong 
in June. It’s about 15g overweight with the new AA pylon 
and Simplicity timer but it goes ok. 
   Leigh put in her 60s Coupe flights. Because she is a bit 
inclined to fall over, she now winds and launches sitting in 
the walker. This works well and with someone holding the 
model as she winds. Just like the old days (as it should be 
for this competition) with no fancy equipment such a stooge.
In the perfect weather she got in six flights without any 
retrieval beacon (all the beacons were in another model box 
at home). Sean also flew 60s coupe but from another place 
on the field.
    The field is in amazing condition. It is covered in a lawn of
short green grass which is easy to walk on – you don’t have 
to lift your feet and the stones that litter the field are 
visible and so easy to avoid. The grass is short because 
there are a lot of cattle. When we drove in about fifty cows
and calves followed us in hoping for food. The cows are skin 
and bones and obviously being fed but when they realised we
were not the food wagon they moved away.

_____________________________________

Nominations for Committee 2025 - 2026
At the Annual General Meeting the current committee is to 
retire (and hopefully seek re-election) The current 
committee is as follows:-

   President: Vin Morgan
   Vice-President: Darien Cassidy
   Secretary/Treasurer: Sean O’Connor
   Newsletter Editor: Mike Glaister
   Minutes Secretary: David Sutherland
   Trophy Maintainer: Leigh Morgan

Any financial member who might wish to nominate for any 
of the above positions should notify the Secretary of their 
intention and the position they wish to stand for. 
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Minutes of the VFFS General Meeting 1st of July 2025
Terminus Hotel, 492 Queen’s Pde. Nth Fitzroy

Meeting opened at 8.08 pm

Present: Vin Morgan, Sean O’Connor, Mike Glaister, Don 
Boughton, Tim Denyer David Sutherland, Paul Butler.

Apologies: None

Minutes of the last GM: Printed in Flypaper.

Treasurer’s Report:
Cash  $1.15
Bank $5404.81
Total  $5405.96
Stock  $209.28

Two new field keys were obtained

Members: 10 Full; 4 Non-flying; 1 Part member

Correspondence: Australian Control Line News

News: The VFFS website has been revived and updated.

General Business: 
   It was decided not to have a daytime AGM.
   There will be a competition for canard models at 
September indoor day at Sandringham.
   It would be desirable to have a P-30 event for the 
Garnham trophy some time soon.

Meeting closed at 20:33
_____________________________________

Minutes of the VFFS General Meeting 5th of August 2025
Terminus Hotel, 492 Queen’s Pde. Nth Fitzroy

Meeting opened at 8.13 pm

Present: Vin Morgan, Sean O’Connor, Don Boughton,  David 
Sutherland,.

Apologies: Paul Butler.

Visitors: Arjuna Koralagama and a mouse.

Minutes of the last GM: were read out

Treasurer’s Report:
Cash  $225.15
Bank $5176.81
Total  $5401.96
Stock  $209.28

Members: 15 Full; 4 Non-flying; 1 Part member

Correspondence: Australian Control Line News

General Business: 
   There has been a good deal of testing and trimming of 
canard models  in preparation the competition to be held on 
the September indoor day at Sandringham.
   It was agreed that this competition will be judged on the  
total of the best two flight times from any number of 
attempts, recorded at the SYC on Tuesday Sept 16.
   It would be desirable to have a P-30 event for the 
Garnham trophy while excellent weather persists.

Meeting closed at 20:48

VFFS Annual General Meeting – 3rd of September 2024,
644 Canning Street, North Carlton

Meeting opened at 8.14pm

Present: Sean O’Connor, Tim Denyer, Don Boughton, 
Mike Glaister, Vin Morgan, Martin Williams,
Leigh Morgan, Ron Neve, David Sutherland.

Apologies: Paul Butler, Darien Cassidy

Visitors: None

Minutes of the last AGM: These were accepted. It was 
noted that the change of date for the AGM made financial 
reporting easier and should be continued.

Treasurer’s Report: This was circulated and accepted.

President’s Report: This was printed in Flypaper and 
accepted.

Election of Committee: No new nominations were received 
so the committee is unchanged.

President: Vin Morgan
Vice-President: Darien Cassidy
Secretary/Treasurer: Sean O’Connor
Newsletter Editor: Mike Glaister
Minutes Secretary: David Sutherland
Trophy Maintainer: Leigh Morgan

General Business: None

Meeting closed at 8.26pm
_____________________________________

60s Coupe D’Hiver

In recent weeks we have had some wonderful 
flying weather at Eynesbury. Two VFFS members have taken
advantage of this and have put in their flights for 2025. 
The Southern Hemisphere Season runs from 1 June to 30 
September so there is now just one month to go. As you can 
see from the photograph below, Vin has made some progress
on the Raulin Coupe however there is a bit of work to go and 
as he is a slow builder, it looks like another last-day-in-
September effort if at all.

These Books available to new owners: 
Aero Modeller annual 73/74
Abbott and von Doenhoff – Theory of wing sections
Zaic Year Books 38, 51-52, 55-56, 57-58, 59-61 & 64-65
All in very good condition except for Zaic YB 55-56

Contact SOC if interested



More on the Whimsy

I made a new prop along the lines outlined in the July 
issue of FP. It has about 20% less P/D  and less blade area.

It can now make nice relaxed flights on a loop of 3mm 
rubber. A longer loop and more aggressive winding will 
probably result in flights in the 90 to 120 sec range without 
too much ceiling contact. ( with models like this contact with
the rafters soon leads  to collisions with the walls and the 
end of the flight, or worse ) 

Besides the lump of blutac  there is a chunk of lead on the
back of the nose block, so I will probably replace some of 
the ballast with glass fibre and resin reinforcing of the prop
blades and cross member.

Here are the parts dismantled for storage, a great 
improvement on storage space, compared to the one piece 
construction of Neil McLeod’s version which started this 
adventure. 

It remains to apply some colour and install a pilot. 
SOC


